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THE HISTORY* 0 og. 
OF THE ANGELICALL VIRGIN 
GLORIOVS 


S. CLARE, 

° amd 

DEDICATED TO TH: QYEENS 
MOST EXCELLENT MAIESTY. 

EXTRACTED OVT OF THE R. F. LVRE 
Wadding his ssmnalls of the Freer Mimers = 


” chicfly by Francis Hendrica and now 
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‘By fifter Magdalen eAngaitine® of the 
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TO THE MOST HIGH ~, . 


AND MIGHTY PRINCESSE, | | 


MARY HENRIETTE, 
QVEENE OF CPsat 
BRITAINE, | 


FRANCE AND IRELAND: 


AND SOVVERAIGNE LADY 


OF THE ILES OF THE 
BRITISH OCEAN, | 


FR AY itplesfeyoutr mot gracious | 


Buina to publish tothe view 
of the World, the Lifeof the Mi-|s 
rourand Princeffe of Religions Foundre[fes S, Cla- 
re; and being , according to the Cufome no leffe 
frequented than laudable, to bethink our feluese 
(ome grand Perfonage, under whofe Protection: 
might palfe, # feemed tous impersisent toentertai- 
weany long Confult, tethat purpose , feeing your 

Macfie, did at the very firf deliberation, ocurte 
soowr theaghts , accompanied With many Titles 
clayming te your marches Excellencie,the Dedua* 
tory addreffe and Protection of the worke. For fr, 
tf Weedsd contemplate the Royall andthricereneyy - 
a een, 


aa wed. 


) 


rn ema 


{ 


en geen e 
Hea. The Epiftle 
1, | pod Pronepte of France , from whence jour Ma-[| 

"Press catracted, st feemesh a chmg proper, if net) ji 


j vedstary,to that Princely famslse,to be addicted te 
‘yh Stidren of our Seraphical Fasher, S. Brancis. 
To whom God commancated Abraham's prius- 
hedge ‘Genef. 12.) 1 will blefle them that 
bleffercizc. 20d curfe them thatcurfe thee. Is 
y much , «9 ivat great Honour of France, and 
glory of Kings, S. Lewis who ( besmg by hss Mo- 
| ther, forber fingular Dewotion to ovr holy Fasher, 
| pemdred so the Freers sobe educated by shew ts 

their Monafiery) fayd: that yf he could partand 

dsustle brtsfeife sm ewo, bh: would bequeath one part 

of Inm/eiferothe Freers:bur besag he Was not able, 
| forthe smportant affasresof his Criwine,tn fo fra 
amannerss become a child of our boly Father, be 
made himfelf.a Member of hw Third Order; for 
which reafon, heharh merited an smmortall glory 
Sthe Rollof the (asus of that Order, andindeed, 
What your Maiefies D:aution hath been towards 
S. Francis , you bane yeelded fufficsent proof and 
teftsemonse rhérecf; when before your comming into 
Eogland (4s Weare informed) sogerber with your 
Royalt Brother K. Lewis, wow prepotent Monarch 
of France, you pubisklyat Paris, Wesh bum, re 
cesued S. Francis Cord, aSymbole and Reco- 
gnifance of the Sacred Pafssonof our Souucraigne 
Redeemer, for which thes Sodulitre 03 enGiiled the 
Arch confraternitie, 4s bawing amore honorable 
Inftitutionand Dedication than any other Confra-f 
termite What feeuer, Agasne: yf we propofed to our 
Confsderatson, the fupereminencie of tou firft Plant 


_ Dedieatory. | <i 
{ofS . Francis, 1 scene our holy Mother. Clare: . 
we shell find that she by fingdar Picroga 
tiue ef Euvangelicall Pouertie , besh sm prep - 
and sm common, (witch neuer any ether Religs 1 
Foundreffe profeffed before ber:) meritedste bein bat 
emiment degree (0 efpowjed toker Lord Chriff jus 
sheugh Poore, yeta King thatshe me” »eedscon- 
equemsly aljobe(as We may fo /4y; 4 Princeffe 
and Queen. Which being fo , she would cfteeme 
st an abridgment or difparagemdpt te ber Honour, te 
berecommended to the fanerable atceptance of any| 
other shana Queen: and efpecsally to fuch a ome ae 
we bawe formerly delineated and reprefemted. F4- 
wally: sf Wedsd but fet before our eyes the mani- 
fold Barres of virtues which tender thas (aint moff 
sllaitrins, we shall find alfo your Masefise, bya 
certatne Semblance, tobe alfecomfpicwoue for theva- 
reette of your many perfections enusronning andcow- 
onr Princely Robes. Forshould we wiih S. 
Bonaventure Seraphical Dotour of the Chureh, 
preclasme ber moft endeared to God, the fle- 
wer of the Spring, yeeldinga moft fragrant 
odour, anda moft refulgent bright-shining 
ftarre. The fame (without offence} we tyould pro- 
portrenably depredscate of your Mase(hse. Uf rauubed 
wath ber eminencse, We should breate forth wh 
Pope Alexander sbe Fourth, snto shat admuirac 
sso . O admirable glorie or Claritie of B.S. 
Clare, which by how muchthe more ftude- 
onfly ioall things sheis contemplated , by fo 
much the more she appeares Cleare, Renow. 
acd &Refplendent: The fame admsiracton of your 
a 3 Hizbues| é 
a an 


a ss ede 


- . he Epiftle Dedicatory. 
| dichmes ESvellenese swperfection , obferuing a due 
or BP Would weveter and promalge: dd we 
a | tk: W our MasehsesFeminine and. Religions} 
oo]. techie, aot so delight so view the Regiffer 
1a’ , ur sxucomvarable and indeed unfpeakables} 


, os. wad likcwife, did we nesunderfand full 
“pt th. ser Orofefson bs mot te celebrate (Rbeto- 
ricaily) or p |, but tepray snceffantly, We wall 
sherejore, ever pray the only Ruler of Princes, | 
which hath feta Diademe of pure gold upon your 
bead, toprewent you wath she bleSings of hs goodnes , 
and grant ~vnto.your Masefties song and prifperome 


‘| soynt-reigne with our Somerargne Leege- Lord, King 


Charles, and « glorious Race from your Royall 
loymes so theCrowne. The ensoyance of w/bich bapps- 
nesthat yor may, by the powerfull snterce/Sson of 
eur All Immaculate Lady, the Blefed Virgen Ma- 
ry: 4a great ae the Seraphicall Father, and } 
the Angelscall Virgin our holy Adotber S. Clare, 
(whofe Life beer wee profirate sn al bumsility tender } 
to your Gracious bands) which happines(we fay) 
that your Maiefie may long heer, andsn the future 
| for ener and ener, in full poffefion obtasme, Wee shall 
profelfe our veworthy (elwes ener tobe awa remaine, 


YOVR MAIRSTIES- 


Moft humble , and dayly 
—deuoted Beadf-women — 


The English poore-Clares 
‘ of Aire. | 


mecca AT ENTE LEA SELES a 


matt LPO a ELECT An 


G 
to pleafe thy curiofitie, andto polish th y Vo. 


to the imitation of their Heroicke aQ; ons: 

gladly adnentaring on the Cenfare of Many, y | 
| they may procure the fpirituall eOmoditie of a 

Few.Say oot,I am ablaag to walk this way, 
| toncrather efteem 
thy felfe bound, and deferre Not thy endea- 
Woursto become perfeG, It is true, their obli: 


\. 


+ 
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To the Reader 


zy ise.'‘swayis greater, that lye vnder che 
Command cta Solemne Vow; but foras much 
. Sallare obligedto walke inthe wayes of vir- 
tu t,and it is ootlawtfull to ftop, til we arriue to 
rh, h:ghe{t point ,tberefore to Perfe&tion all 
are bound. Aad becaufe Perfection cannot be 
attained, “*thoue H¢ meanes; and aprident 
chotfe is requifire in this regard: therefore, al- 
beit None, ot Necefstie, yetin Congrats, All 
are bound , to makefuchelefionas may mok 
readily cond: & them tothat Noble end wher- 
unto they afpire, Itisno difparagemcnt to o- 
ther Religious Foundreffes, or thedeuout and 


-zealousfollowers of their holy Ioftitutes , co 
affirme, that (herein) B. S.Clare hath (urpsG¥ed 


themall:and in Her (though a Wonder 91;u7 0- 
men)it is l«ffeadmirable , yf we recount from 


Whomeshe | -eiuved Her Eorme of Living. For 


as that great Deliverer ofthe Law ef Nature, 
‘hauing held fourtie dayes -eopference with 


‘God in Mewnt Sines, was priuiledged from or- 


ring in his direCtiqnsto the People, fo long. as | 
he hept himto the pasterme that was shewed byze| 
sn the Mesnt: {0 that greater Patriarch S .Fraycae, 
after fourtie dayes familiar entercourfe with 
the W orld’s Redeemer,itr Mont » 4(-erne, ha-. 
hauing receiued abetter Law, a Radeof higher 
perfection , and-defcending trom the Moune 
(nat only with glory in hisfaeo,butthe facred 
W ounds of our Sauiours dread Paffion inhis 


hands feet and fide) deliueredto his Brethrea 


and followers tothe W orld’send , the fablime 


; Toftieute 


To the Reader, - ‘ioe 
Infhieure of Evangelical pewertie: aua “netus 
ding to this Patserne , and by aduife of thi 
Vuerring DireCtour, B.§.Clsrebegan HerO -| 
der, which hah fince beene propagated as 


ndert 
as mi 
$ of Vr 
arrice: 


Rare farre as theW orld is Chriftned. he isthis tranf- | 
ule cendent Posertse (Courteous Reader) this per 
os : fe& abdication of all manner of ;: prietie, not 


only in proper ( which other Religious Or- 


wth | ders haue) but in common alfo (the diftin@iue 


eiage cogoifance of S. Francs children) which I have 
eae Eee commend to T hee,asthe moft compédioas. 
2 | wayto perfeCtion heer and immortatitie here- 
=uee | [after.Is it not a wonder, that this Angelicall 
iene Virgin , hauiog caft away all care of temporal 
: oa things, should be.ia continuall care , how she 
cr oi be might leaue this Patrimonse to her children, 
ount , that they might enioy Nothisg ; making this 
s10IP§. Herinftant Suite to the See Apoftolique.and. 
of Saeed greatly exultiog , when she had gained this 
nce WS | Prsweledge? And yet they will ceafe to wonder 
from | that confider, what extraordinary priuiledges 
fo loog' | chisfacred Pomerty hath annexéd to it. There 
hewe* 1 would be ne cod in reciting the many Elogies 
cies giuen by pious aod deuout Perfons to this. 
ourke e Soucraigne Lady ,this Ewemgelicall pewerty: but 
(jerat,® Flee it not feeme tedious that I reeouat fomeo 
eof bif® | Her Prevogasines ,confirmedto Her by Peatsent 
cheM™ | ofholy writ. 
ethefa® Ut, Arechou Poore?thenthou art Ri. A Pa- 
(ion a tadoxe,youfay.’Tis eafily proued Powertse is 
5 Bret the Rsches which purchafeth Heauen. The Has. 
he fabls £79 (the poore) be bath filled with good shengs, 


I 


‘ £me.%. 


P fat .33 


Prom.22 


| Pfal,7 i 


\ ana che Pick he huth ent away empty ° 


Pt An ten 


.  Artthou Poore? by relinquishing all. Nort | =284 a 
cr 'y im prepa-aison of mynd , but alfoeffedtwaly for | { . 'tkr00: 
the lowe of God, Itis ao Argument of thy perfe- |) } vex 
ion , If Thom wilt be perfect gee and feil all Ee.) fatima 
Matech.-rg, I debe o 
3 Arti. -nPoore? thy prayets haueready] f | :1003/ 
acceffe and prefent {peed at the Throne of} f ‘ue, 
Grace. The poore man hath cried and our eG 2 dim 
hath heard bin. TL eave: 
ye Artthou Poore? Thou shale obraine par- N29 ene 
don aod mercy at God's hand. He Yoill {pare the} | Pita. 
pooreand the needy, mtn fi 

Artthou Po re? Thouart high!y dignifyed } | + anvioy 
and ennobled. T herr same shalbe honorabic before) | % Var 
him. To which feofe our B, Saviour spake, Pulatien 

when havircg gigen S. Peter his reward of po fF‘ nthoy 
verde Matrh.ig headdeth: and many shalbe Vt %sithee 
firlt thararelat end laft (thitis, inceleftiall re tothe, 


now vne ) thatare firlt (to wrie here i in femporell 
riches and digritiés.§ 
6. . Artthou Poore? Thou shaltbe élled with 
all manner of comfort. Thou haf preparedin thy 
i weetnes far the Poore of God. ~* 

7. Are thou Poore? Thou shal be proteéted 
irom violence; and they shalbe {miteen that | 
offer injury to thee, Dee nor wsolénce te the poore, 
nesther oppreffe the needy 1m the gaie , beanfe our 
Lord wst sudge bis taufe, and will ‘pierce thems 
that haue pserced bss foule, And , He shall fane} 
the children of the Poare, nd hnunblethe calam- = 
mtator, . : ; 


ae 


: a “3, re 


f 


8. Art chow Poore? Then art thar Uiketa: 

Chrift, who(as wieneffeth the A polkic) for yw °\ 

Wes made poore, WhereasheWasrichsharoye | 

pouertie you msghtbe rich. and, heare Chivsit 2.Cor,8 
imfelfe:Vwlesenery one of you renourcesh atlsir st | 

he puffefesh he can nog be my dijisple, Luc. t4, | 


we ate 


leachimW as\ed into Captinity , allche Princes 24, 
aod Noblemen were caryed awayalfo, and | 
wothing Was lefe (fayth the Scripture) fame she 
Poore fort ofthe People ofthe Land. — , 
ro. Artthou Poore? Thou art freed fromthat 
Curfe- Woevaro you that are Rich for you bane 
ur consolation, = x, 
ux, Art thou Poore? God will himfelfe be foli- 
cicous of thee, & willinfpire others to releeve 
thee, cotheir vafpeakable benefit. Bur Jawa | P/-39. 
beg ger and poore:ons Lord ss carefullof me. pfatm. 
'|39- (a priviledge whieh the Royall Prophee 
callech memorsam mirabssum: pfalm.rro.) 
Aad , Breffedis che man that underftandeth cone 
| cerning the weedy andthe poores in she Ess deyeur 
_ (|| Lord wildelsucr him Plal,ao. whence Tebssani- 
|matech his Sonne: fay:ny, Tom dost ireafure up 
tosky felfe'agood reward 63 the day of nece/fitse: 
becasu/e almes delimereth from all fiune and from 
Death and will not fu ffer she fouletogoe smso Dark 
{wes.C hap. 4. | oes 
tz, Artrhou Poore? Thou shalt affuredly ae- 
taine Se/watsow, and yf by a perfit renunciacion 


we eam - 


te Es of 
sf EERE ay ape aS arrearage ES ED 


2 aaa ar 


of All, che prerogatiue of eminent glory. And 
“wery vest shathath left bonje erbrerbren €§¢ for my 
. Tames fake, shall receswe an bandred fold and shali 
pulefjotsfeewerlatting. Matth. 19. and you shail 
(verf. precedent ) (sr vpom : Weine feates sudgemg 


ms 


ae Tothe Reader. 


Ff 


theswelue T rebes of L/rael, 

Nay, theirs is the kingdome of Heauen, 
Matt. 5. Binfed are Pore for thesrs tsthe kimgdome 
of Heawen. Poaderthe word, #: Hefpeaketh 
_laotinthe Futere , as inthe other beatitudes. 
Whence S. Bernard. W bar «Prong wing ss Powere 
Yee, wherby We Laue a/udden flight so Heauen? For 
$n she osber wirtues Which follow, thepromife ruse 
wes sn the fature terfe; busto Povertie sts rather 
given shay promiled, whemcestss (asd su the pre 
fent senfc becamfe theirs is the kingdome of Heanex: 
but inthe reft they shall imberstithey shall be coms- 
forted:they stall poffeffe,ee.SoHe ~ . 
| Loe heer the Catrsmonse of the Poore: 

tWelwe Honours or Prsusdedges:an ample proui- 
fion.So well aflured , chat you may call them, 
the :welwe Artsles ofthe Poote man: Cred: ra- 
ther, Symbolum spofelorum the Badge and cog - 
nifance of the spoffles: the centents oftheir O- 
bedsence ,; wheathey were difmifled by their 
grand Maifter and Superior,on their Embaffie 
to.all quarters of the W orld, Poffeffe mztiher Sl - 
ser morgcld wor mony in your purle , metther awa 
let nor flaffe nor shoes to your feet, &c. Hence it is 
that our Holy Mother the Church hath graced 
the /nffisute of thie Serapbecall Farker with the 
Title of apoffelscal, cailing their manner of 


. | Living, 
me é | | | 


eo 


et me er 


Ta the Reader, ; 
Liuing the Rule ofmost eminent perfefiow, and 
tecir P onestic, Enangelscall that tread ache 2-2 } 
of ho'y S. Francs, fo ncerly affimilating the’. 
to Chrift and his Apoftles , that no Raok of 
poore, Religiousor others,eao fo iuit!y claime 
to that high priviledge, the greateit of thofe 
formerly recited, a. 3 

Now Beloyed yf this difeour“ haue given 

thee any rellish of the Way of Perfection, at. 
tendtothy Vocation. Thou wanteft not glo- 
rious Precedentstofetbefore thee. Confider 
Him, Wo (asyf Earth afforded fomething 
more precious than Heauen)cameto feck Po- 
uerty heer, Which there Was not to be found, 
Whence S. Bernard, fweetly: Powertie contd sor 
be found in Heanen-Now on earth Was abundance 
of thie kind, and man kneW not the worth oft, Our 
Lord{ therfore) the Soene of Ged enamoured on thy 
Powersse defcended f-oms Heauen, to E/powfe Her to 
himieife and by the account Wich be bela of Her, to 
make ber deare and amiable tous aifo. (O Worthy 
of worthies which the world fetsfolitle by and 
is not Worthy of ) And be feeure,thar this thy 
Chriftian fortitnde shall be glorioufly crow. | 
aed, For yfhis By madevws Rich (as tefti- 
fieththe Apoftlé) what shall his Reches doe? 
Doubries, He thar was Rich with his Father, 
but poore With vs, Rech in Heauen,but peore on 
Earth, a Rush God, but a poore man: shallfoone 
change our Powertse into Reches, our Sackecloth 
into $coles ofimmorralitie,our teares nto ioy 
aod ex»|tation,our momentanie fu fering ato 


Sane erie nathan 


eas 


—a: 
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~ 
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s To the Reader. 
i , Blifle World withaur end. 
” fnere occurreth now to aduertifethee ur 
{. nethings before I cake my penne from the 
paper: fr(t that there are (ome fw arne enemies 
(howtocuer they difpuife chemfelues) of 
Puore Reltg:ous, that cam not endure to fee 
chemmecinorioufl exereife their humblepro- 
fe(lion sueuty bey ge only chat which is necef- 
fary for clothing and foode to faftaine lifein 
theferviceofGod , asthoughthis, wereto 
feeke atrerriches, to heape votreafures & the 
lke: which Religious poleiic abhorre & con- 
temoerhenthsy maijiioufly impofe vpé them, 
co imoaire their Credits viriating according 
to their v(uaH manner chat whichis eruly lave 
| dable:to Whom appercaineth thofe words of 
S.Bafile Coot Mon. c. 7, That fuch feculars 
| hath he kre wes not what ftrange conceit of 
: Religious as if togea:her with there ftate 
‘ they had prefently changed their ture, and 
were notmen, but offome other farre diffe- 
reatmold: and conlequently they wrong the 
feruants of God, & think (ometimes, that they 
maoft (carge eate meate, as if they were not 
made of fleshandbloud: andif they fee anie 
of them attend to the neceffities of their bodie, 
they loadehem with reproaches and flanders, 
andrarning thei calumoiations from one vp- 
ooall he rett , they calchem all glotronsand 
bell-e-Gods, & think not how themfelues doe 
dayly feaftie,and though they eate often ios 
day,and cram them({clues witha great deale of | 
: | flesh 


: “ 


~ -\eeeageeesse 


we VES 
a 


E uae Te the Reader. 


:\o.4 meata, & powre downe wine by whole’ 
bd vle-fuls, yet they gape after meate , as dog? |: « 
thataro let loofe out of their chayne hatfe;} — 
ftarued. Thus {peaketh S, Bafil in defence 
of Religious people, | 
Secondly,I eruft, chat asthé defire of thy 

(pirieaall profit: caafed the vodeftaking of 
this tranfletion( which is totally out of the 
R. F. France Hendeiques ) that thou wilt .be 
pleafed, of chy courtefic to correc patiently, 
and eouer charitably the faules efcaped, both 
ia che priat ,aod English. Thus , wishiog 
thee ( deare-Reader, by che perafall of this 
litele volume, all fartheraace in vertae ., ei- 
ther by admiring Gods goodneffe , and Aap 
ia his Saints, (in whom he is admirable ) or 
by reduciageo pradtife that which with pros 
portion fates withthy fex, or ‘ftate ; minde- 
fall ofthat of S. auggine; that, the examples 
of she Iu are wot propofed te our vieW that wvee 
should be. laftefyed by them , bun that by suasta. 
tiem of thems, We may ike sfe merit to be Infii. 
fyed by these loftifyer: L will farceafe to de- 
taing you say longer. 


ADIEV: 


od 
L O bere vve may bebold bare-fested Clare. 
if ~ Her Dansfels cake though weble) bare-foote ate: 
tA spite with my feife Whar shall be dane. 
By thefe fo roy Ladies Without shoome,: . 
Desh shy Insvs woh to shesr lor fall, 
To prepare Morterf or theChurches wall? 
Yes ure, ClaPe was  Morter sreadiny Dame, 
The Morter was riches , bafe pleafares, fame, = - 
To' trample om {ach MorterChare did ufe, 
. | Thr was the reafon why shee wore woshers: 
And that trash with whofelewe sheworld doth burwe 
‘| Ber clueficr ofqfgripg With thesr feete dee fpurne, 
Dec'wenot feevvbslf the/e(uch Morter trend, 
The weeman brufing the old ferpents bead. ~ 
. Yusus to Francs hate Clarédid Preach, 
and allef pouerstic alefem teach, | 
She tearnes ber Num: -sn fpsrit tobe peeve 
atud then What nature -askes to vfe mo mages | 
Nay the Grid lawes of powertse are fac 
| That of sen-times it muft not bane fo much. . 
For where (uffictentss weshing deth Wants: 
| Tes certasue that there Powertie 43 foams... 
W here tranfisorste chingsabundantare, 
‘| There we doe want true daughsers of pooreClare, 
Each Nus muft be famuiarwub thefe fore 
Daughters of powertte ah Chrifined peore. — 
| Poore fave;peore Chethes poore lodging ded poore cell, 
Let her nos thinkeher feife sn health nos well, 
Voleffete shefe foure (ifters whew her Ged 
So much ofteemes , shee jayne her felfe the oa, 


Mr. John Abbot in his Poeme ofthe 
Name of iefus. 
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THE BMISTORT © 
OF THE ANGELICALL VIRGIN 


'GLORIOVS S™ CLARE, 


MATCHLESSE PATTERNE 
OF RELIGIQVS DISCIPLINE. 
AND. FOVNDRESSE) 


' OF THEPOORE DAMES 
VVLGARLY STYLED THE FOORE CLARES, 


How fast Fraucis repaires three. 


. Gharehes. 
CHAP. 1. 

Hs glorious and Seraphicall Fa. 

a ther S. France moft yvalourousand 

thrice renowned Captaine & Re-: 

newer of the A pottolicall Order 


| 
: 
? | ¥ §.Bona 
of the poore Mendicants in the be-| 
\ mie 
{c 
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noi 3 be his Conuerfion, going forthofthe. 
Mifisfiam with inseot to feeke out fome 


A fo litarie 
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the 
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Ade. 
womut 
_) prayer 
~| 0 f Saint 


branch, 


“+ FT he 


folitarie retirement : thereto apply himfelfe |: 
wnto mentall prayer , he pafled ncare voto a 
Church of &. Dsasen which for the great Ao 
tiquity Was oeure an vecerruiae and cecay, the 
| Saint moued by the holy Gnoft entredtherio, 
and failing oc hiskuees, before the Image of 
the Craufix, he founde his ule replenisped 
| with admirable confolatien, Whea full repleat 
with ardent feruour,i:ee prefenteg and tendred 
three feuerall times at the ti. rone of the divine 
| Maieltie chis humble fupplication, O high and 
' glortone God le{us Chrift ‘nedeemer cf the world, 
silueumate rhe darknelfe of myheart andendow me 
ws hrrme fash, conftam hope perfed? and inflamed 
Charity, anathe knowsedge uf thee my God: fo me 
(2 may ewer accompls bh thy atuine Will and plea/ure. 
A men Then holding hiseyesfixed on this di- 
vine Obieét and’tree‘oflite the ‘Crofe, he po- 
wred forth sho wers of teares and feat 
forci: a million of fighes; and behold he hearda 


§ 


Crucfix | Voice proceeding from.the Crwafix diredted 
| fPeakes | to him faying three feuerall tims, Frances ! gee 


0 fata 


Francs. | 


and repatie my houle Whih as ihre (eeff w ready to 
faci: this maruellots Woice did much amaze 


him, there being not aay inthe Church bat] 


himfelfe , whertord aftonished and reffenting 
the force and effizacie of thefe wordes , he 
fainteds; bur in fine,’ returning to himfelfe, 
without delay he prepares to obey & fortewith 
vadertakes and ateempts'te repaire the mates 


_ | ffall place wherinhehad made his prayersnot 
yte-wnderftandiog how the myfticall feace of 
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Ni emanate | 
ofS. Clsre. an 

tion of an other Church, Redeemed by his 
oretious btond, asthe vndtion of the He/y Ub: 7 
did afterwards id@ru@ “him; wiich fince he} 
feclaredio his Religious: the fame was by di- |’ 
uine Reuelation made manifeftto the Vicar of 
Thanh who was lexocent therhird t' en fitting 
inthec aire of S. Peeter, who reurng over} — 
ngbrto his chamber, with his thoughts ouer-$ Bona 
whelmed witha penfive care, pondering the ¢ 2.6 2, 
calamities wherwith the Church was affaulted | 7 ye¢ 
ther wasin his flzep prefented before him the] wad ad 
Church of $.1 4a heteran ready to fall tothe! genuys, 
greuod,buta poore, abie& and conremuble| yy 19, 
maa. of meane Condition coming ftayed the | ¢ ts, 
fallirg therof, fuftaining and vpholding it with 
his shoulders: the nextday behold the humble} 4 yjfon 
Framcu Withrhis Brethren came and proftrated of Pope 
themfelues at the feere of his Holines: clothed! spyocée 
in ppore and patcht garments, teaderinga ne‘v | she sbsrd 
& wnaccuftomed Role, humbly petitionating _ 
him to approue thefame: the Pope beholding | §, Fres-| 
the feruant of God, and obferaeing the inte- | «# dea 
gritie, puritie, gad innocencie of Insfoulecon | makder 
royned with an admirable Contempt of the) theconfir 
world demaunding the obferaation of Evan-, mm ations 
gelicall Powersse with a Setaphicall fernent) cf hw 
zeale ofthe faluation of foules. fayd within’ Rede, 
himfe!fe; truly this is the man I “ane: feene, 
who shall: help to fupporte the Church of 
God by his workes words examples, and do- 
rine. this vifion manifefted the qualitie, vo -| 
cation, and life of (sie Franc and his paren 


which 
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which should vphold the Catholick Church, 
and ftay the falling therof, the which. heae- 
chieued in his life time, and after him bis chil- 
dren becamethe fupporting pillers cherof, Se. | 


Eeclelt4- | toon doth impart vnto vs a Reuclation he had 

flesca9 | in his life, which is atrue fymbole hereof, if 

Befoina 20k the famesl bawe feene faith he 4 Cisse befieged 
Sermon | mall fides and reduced so fe great extremity that 
of S« nothing was expected but utter defiructson, now 
Eaad: being 1s thes affisction, net able to withftand shesr 
Enemies, when behold there Wasa man, fousde sn | 

the Cutie, Who was poore and defps(ed. of allbut | 

muitby himferfe: this man not withstanding poore 

and cootemtshle, was mosl wife and dexterous , {F 

by bu prudent aduifeand counfesle t! ey founde she 

Way to defeatthe force of their Enensrot, freeing rbe 

Citse from danger and fetting it in all freadome and 

ecwrstie. W hat could haue bene more properly 

fayd for the glorious Patriarke S. Francés who |. 

The prow | like an other Atlas, doth fuppere the two 
bles of | Poles of Chriftianitie. The Churchin his ti- 
be * | ME Was affanited , lamentably torne and-de- 
Church |ayed with horrible fei{mes: che Romane Em- 

len /aime . Pie Was reat with diffentioon and diuifions: 

Francs Conflantinopie With all Greece had revolted from 
Liesimee ' theObediéce of the foaueraineBishop,the Ci 

> tie of Hierujale & all the holy Hand was givé in| 

| Prey tothe Serazens and Infidels; throughout 

all Spasme the Lewes and Barbarians did pu- 
I blickly intheir Synagogues blafphemethe na. 
| me of /e/ae Crsét, quer all the Voiuers the Di: 
i tiranized by his adhereots broching dif-| 
» fentions, 


aetaeden senna 
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feations Hetefiesand execrable vices: which | i 
now affembled like afquadron, menacedato- iad 
tall fubverfion: the Alarum was founded |,,.,, 
through the whole Catholicke Monarchie: Lg 6. 
bur none knew how to apply the remedyand _, as 
redrefie fo great mifcheifes and difafters: when 7 
moft fortunatly there was founde inthe fame 
placethe humble Fremcss a man abie&, and fim- 

ple, lictle regarded of the world: making pro-'¢ 7,0. 
feffion of Pewerty: but intheeyes of God moR | eaderk 
Wife, prudest, and holy, who by his wifdome | 
hath taught others the way how to appeafe & | 
allay thofe tempeftous billowes and repulfe of the 
thofe hoftile infurreftions to preferue the) cp. | 
Church, and exempt it fromfo imminent pe- y 
tils reftoring peaee to the world, together 

with devotion, Euangelicall libertie,and Re- 
ligious fecuritie, and after his example, a mul 

titude haue enroled and regiftred themfelues, 
vader the Enfignes ofthis foueraigne,; Apo- 
ftolicall and holy Pewerty, reclading them- 
feluesinto monafterie,arming themfelues with 

virtue and learning, to repaire the breaches & 

raioes of the temple of God: reducing allto | 
\the Obedience of the Catholick Church and 
laboureing ina moft meritorious and edifying 
penitentialllife, to workethefaluati6 of their 
neighbours, by preachiogsand good example. 
Goether Frranscwand repaire my hovfe. This 
poorefernant of God, bettet grounded in hu- 
milityand contempt of him felfe: returned to 
4fsfiuw, urhere receiuing many aftronts and 
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{'naries, both from his parents and others he 


hegan aow to beege inthe fight of thofe who 


Coren.p. | -efore had feene inm rich and opulent:and this 
B 3.6.6.) obedien:ly ro execute what the diuine Oracle 
Lac,  “Jincimatec vato him, inthe Ciurch of §. 0a 
{wadd. | mis: bearing ftones and other materials on], 
<ppar.$.| his shoulders and fo he repaired it by che helpe 
§.8.13 | ofthe Almes & charttable beneuoleace which 
16, maoy moued by his vnwearied dil gence and 
example, gauevoco hin. T e bkehe perfor | 
S$. Fra: | Medin anocher Church ofthe B. Apoiile S.| 
repatres Peter, to whom he was fingularly deuoted, 
three from thence he withdrew him felfe a quarrer 
Ch.rch| ofamilée diftant from Afsyiwar. toa p'ace cal 
led Portsuncuia Where there Was ao anctent 
Charch ofour B Lady allruinated, other wife 
entituled Sasmt Marteof angells, (Warrecon 
formableto the name were knowne to have} 
often bene many Angelicall apparitions and 
vifions ) throuzh che deuotion he bore to the 
| Anvells, & efpecially ro the Queene of Angells 
Portiax | be jaboured much io the reparation thereof, 
cule - -a he mide holy refolation to eftablish there 
bid Mo | ‘sis dwelling, iv fach forts as afterwardes it 
ther 


became the mother Church ofthe whole 


Church | broad(preading and dilated Order of the Freer 


ofthe 
i Dederof 
| th - Freer 


eee’ 


y} MFOrd. | tay Prelate with his Religioashad made him 
| an intire donation of the faid place without 
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louerof Euangelicall Powersse and a wi'e and 
pruient fouoser, defiring to poffefle nothing 
with proprie:y and don.inion iathis. Worlu: 
jbuctoen-ythebare vfe of things: prefenred 
every yearea Panoier fulloflitle ish, Which 
he tooke ina River hard by: in token ofac- 
koowledemeént: which the fayd Abbott, aod 
Religious accepted, with preat reverence aod. 
devetion: andin exchange gaue yato hima |}- 
veflell of Oyle. | 


According tothe opision of te Serap'icall 
Door S.:Bonauentwre by the three voyces 
darted from the Crucifixat Sasmt Damnans: 
and the three material] temples w ich he hath 
rapeired: We may vaderftand thee-ree Orders, 
which he hath founded :andeftablished in she 
milicane Church: to Withdraw many foules 
forth of the miferable bondag eof the tirant of 
hell co beget and coafecrate them to Je/ue 
Chrift, ae ae oe 


o 
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QERRIROROROS AR Bg nPRARE, 


Of the inflitution of the 
ordér of the Freer 
Minors. 


CHAP... II. 


| eet His o¢ew Champion of lefws Chiff, Frame 
ess likeaterreftriall Angell, ora Celefti- 
| all mam: {pent whole nights and dayes 
{in prayer, inthe Charch of our Ladies of A xgels 
|befeeching her ; with tearesand vafpeaakble 
groanes, to be: his Aduocate , and mediatrix 
with God: his prayers were fo foreeable, that 
bythe merits and ‘interceflion of the facred{ | 
Virgin, he was found wWorthyto aonceiueand; | 
produce the {pirit of truth, and Buangelicall} | 
Poverty: for vpon ont of the Apoftles dayes 
being very attentiue at maffe:as they read the 
Ghofpell, wherin our Redeemer lefws Core, 
prefcribing the forme ofthe Apoftolicall life, 
when hefent them ouer the world,to preach, }._ 
faying, carry with you neither gold, nor fil- 
'Juer, purfe, nor wallet, nor two coats nor fa- 
ffe norshooes, the faint illuminated with dt» 
vine illuflration, cryed out with aioy more 
thea naturall:this isthat which I feeke, this is: 
shail 
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that which the very marrow of my foute doth | rye. 
defire : and prefeatly putting of his shooes: | wisd ad 
cafting away his ftafe andwalfler, hethrewa- | .,,,003 . 


waythe money, which wis left of the Almes, | 7598.5 


as athing moft deteftable, fatisfying himfelfe, |, ,. 
with one habic, laying away his leather bele, 
hemade vfe ofa profle cord, beginnisgto lead 

ao Apoftelicall lifeia imitation af the words oo 
which inthe Ghofpell had bene {poken vato ; , 
him,as ifan Angel had brought them from |- : 
heauen: this was the yeare of our.Redémption}; 

one thoufand two hundred and sane fo the|-. * 
moneth of Odfober vponthe day of S.Luke, S.| 
Francis being then 27.years ofage, to yeares | 
being expired fince his conuerfion: the x2. 
yeare of the Popedome of Innocent the. 
third. 28 a 
In this kind ofhabie, this generous Cap- 
taine likean other Seraphsn come fré the Eatt, 
parifyed with the fyrie’coale, kindled and infla- 
med'with heauenly Charity: bgan to preach 
Voluntarie Peuerty, Contincacie, and Charity, 
true Pietye,aod Pennance, the fecure path to 
faluation: with fimple yet forceable, graue, and 
feuere words Which penetrated ehe hearts of 
the Auditors conuertiog many fianers vota 
God, teachingthem the contempt & forfaking 
of riches, ¢o fly vanities, the deteftation of 
pleafuresand delights, hairecloth and difcipli- 
nes, lying onthe ground, mortifying the flesh, 
paffing whole nights in prayer, feruing Godin 
fernour & devotion, fo asia short ce 
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| ‘ beeame the Father of many children: who fol-{ |. 
lowed and imitated his example, drawne by} |: 
\the fweet Odour of his fuperemient virtues. 
T he great increafe ofhis Order may eafily be 

| colleéted, by the great number of Religious 
men affembled at the genérall Chapter which 

S. Frants held at Portsuncule the yeare 1219, 
eleauen yearesafter the inftitution of his Or- 
der, wherat his fincere and cordiall friead S. 
Chron: | Dowsnike, founder ofan other florishing Or- 
p-L.B1. Yerin Gods Church wouldaffift, with feauen 
ch.6 of his Religious, there was numbred more 
then so00. Brothers not counting thofeabfent 
who ftayed in the Conuent, to execute the 
ordinarie funGtions: and this by the aflertion 
of S,Bosawentnre: Inthe fame chapter was re- 

ceived aboue fiue hundred Novices, ' 
This Order hath fince,fo multiplyed and 
S.Bena-| increafed, peopling the foure corners of the 
went.¢,§, | World: the rifing of the Sunne, hathimbraced 
to.  |them with her refulgene Rayess the weft hath 
"‘ Lintertainedthem the oorth hath received thé: 

_ faadthe South hath afforded them manfions: 
Henr. | there,isno corner in this Vniuers, where this 
Sedul. {holy Order hath not eftablished monafteries, 
suvit.S.| and the renowne of this great founder penetra- 
Francsf-| ted. throughout ‘at the Clymates of the earth: 
£63. |how many great Saints have florishedin this 
: holy Order whoarenow inthroned in heavé: 
Jhow many glorious and tryumphant. Mar 
tirs , haue bathed and watered the earth 
with their blowd: both by Saraeyns, M oores, 
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admirable dodtrine, by their voyce and penne 
conofutingHereticks, confirming the faithfull io 
the faith, aod conuincing the obfliaate impeni- 
tence;of finners,HoW many illuftrious prefons 
jio his Order, haue bene raifed to the digni- 
ty of Ecclefiafticall Prelacie:euen to the lou- 
yeraigne dignity of Papacy. 
Confider good Reader hew, the houfe of 


to the commaundement of the Crucifix, by the 
infatigable labours of his Eofigneebearer hom- 
ble Frances all overt the world torto cultivate 
the fertile fieldes ofthe Church: freeing foules 
from the deteftable feruitude ofthe Duuel, 
confecrating them tothe feruice of our greae 


froétifying-vine hath produced foure hundred 
yeares fince; andto coniiderthe worthy men 
of this Order, the awthours here cited willfa: 
tisfy thy piouscuriofity, See Heor, Sedal. in 
c. 3. vit. S. Francsfes, Luc. Wad. inhis Annals. 
Hieron. Plat. c. 30.32.Gonfaga in Hifto. Se- 
raph, | 
But foras much asthe prementioned Au- 
thors are not commonly at every ones hand, as 
being written in other Janguaces: andto the 
end it may more manifefily appeare, low de- 
feruedly the ftyle of the Repairer of Chrifts 
Charch is agreeable and due tothe Great fer. 
want ofGod holy §. Francs, whom 1 pleafed 


B -z 


our | 


as 
and Heretickes, how many learned Do@ors, 
darting every Wliere the retulgétraiesof their | ” 


God hath bene vpheld and repasred, according | 


God. If thou. defire to know the efeQsthis| 
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eS ennoble and m4ke remarkable 


| by the fingular priuiledged Impreffien ofhis 
{acred woundes,the fignes of our Redemption, 
the betterto renew by him and his Order the 
memory of his fouueraigne Paffion , almoft 
then extinguished in the hearts of Chriftians, 


S.Fras- 
c#s the. 
e 


/ 
« 


R ; . 
: ae and reftore againe the A poftolicall life and 
Chraft. difeipline then deprav. ’, and asit wereabo- 
and sh. 'iShed anddecayed: all which dothnotalietle 


" Apoftos , 2dounde tothe honor ofthe Angelicall Vir- 


sca life | 80 S.Céare to haue received h‘# Inftitutjon & 
Rule of Religious life from fg Grande and 
highly dignifyeda Patriarc\, as was 5, Francs: 
Ihaue thought good here for the better fatisf- 
ing the curiofity and devotion of the Pious 


Reader to infert in a diftingt chareCter the firft: 


chapt. which theauthor ofthe Hiftory of the 
| 3,820.1. Martyrs oftheOrder beatifyed bythe 
Pope Wrbanche VILL with 3.0fthe focietie of 
Iefus all crucified if Laponia, Which the Au- 


thor {fay of that Hiftory (printed at vital 
y 


prefixed to his worke, inregard, itdoth brei 


and compendioufly record and point out fome | . 


of che moft memorableand Apoftolicall a&s of 

his Order, & chiefly thofe enaéted in thefe lat 

ter aves in both the Baft and Weft Indies. 

Wherin the Freer Minors before all other 

Religious hauethat pre¢heminency of gtory to 

‘Sbeinuefted with the titles of their! firit A po- 

| | Mles as will moft evidently be manifefledby 

/ the reftimony of Hieronimus Platus the lefui- 
|eeintheenfuing chapter which foloweth 
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aod Hereticks , how many learned Do&ors, 

darting cuery where the refulgét raigs of theis 

admirable do@riae, by their yoyceand penac! 
confutiag Hereticks, confirming the faitifait ¢ 
in the faith, aod convincing the obftinate:m- ; 
penitence of finners. How. many Iuftriou: * 
perfons in his Order ,haue beene raifed to the! 
dignity of Ecclefiaf}" ‘all Prelacie , euen to; 
shefouueraigne.dighity of Papacy. . gine 

Confider(pood Reader)how the hou‘ecf..  - 
God hath beene Npheld and repaired, acces: 
ding to the domniandement of the Cracss.., 
by the infael zab! + labours of his Eoficne-bea- 
rerhumble Fraifs all ouer the world, forto 
cultiuate the fertile Gelds of the Church: 
freeing foules from the deteftable feruitude 
of che Diuell confecrating them tothe feruice 
of our great God. If thou defireto knowthe 
effe&s this fru@ifying vine hath prodeced 
foure huadred yeares feceand toconfiderthe 
worthy men ofthis Order, the authours here 
cited will fatisfy thy piouscuriofity.See Henr. 

Sedul. inc. 3. S. Francis. Luc. Wad. inhis 
Annals. Hieron. Plat. €. 30. 33. Gonfagain 
Hifto. Seraph. ; 

And although the prementioned Authors 
are not commonly at euery ones hand ( as 
being written ia other lanjuages ) yet thofe 
whé vaderftand them, may eafily fee how 
defervedly the ftile of Reparer of Chrifts 
Charch is agreeable and due tothe great fer- 
want of God , holy Saint Frese, whom it 


pleafed 
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pleated our B. Sauiour to ennoble, and make 
remarkable by the fingular priuiledged 
impreffion of hisfacred wounds ( the fignes 
ofour Redemption} the better to renew | 
him , andh.s Order ,the memotie of his fo« 
ueraigne Paffton, almoft then extinguished in 
the tiearts of Chriftians , and reftore againe 
the Apoftolieall life and difcipline,then de- 
"| praued, and, es ie Were , abolished and de-| 
cared. All ‘which doth not a little in sane 
to ahe honour of the Angelicall Virgio Saine | 
Clave , to haue tecenied her Inftitution, and : 
| Role of religious life: from fo grand and 


highly dignifyed s Patyiarch , as was Saint 
France, 


of S. Clare. a 17 } 


PEEGEEEHESES ERE SO REEES 


oF MANKAND ADMIRABLE ACTS 
wronght by the holy Order of §. Francis in 
the Charth of God. But more efpecially in 
thefe latter agcs, in the Fndies. 


! : 2 

H E Seraphicall Father S . Frances fen. a S Bon. 

;Almightue God to repaire,vphold,..nd | ss 1.5,F | ; 

Propagate the holy Catholike Church; ~~ | - 
(as Was reacalediaa vifion to Pipe Innocent 
the chird) noe contenting himfelfe to haue in 
his owne perfon crofied the {urging and péril- 
ous feas ‘and rrauelled over many barbarousaa J 
Paga Countries, ed quench theheate of his an- 
cient zeale and there ro plant andereét the} 
trium phat ftandard of the holy Crofle where 
ofio bimfelfe he bore the living Image, Sue 
even afier his death, he leftto his children and 
followers,astheir filiall patrimonie che Itke 
noly defires, which fince his deceafe hoth{o|* 
enflamed their heroicke hearts, as that therein 
chey haue carried both fire and flames, to illu- 
mioate, heate, and reformethe mo? blinde, 
colde , and {chifmaticall nations of the (pacious 
World. I should digreffe from my purpofe of 
2cing compendious,ifI should any lager lodge 
my peo inthefe particularities: Bus ing word, 
all Tealie will teftifie che eruth hereof, by their 
greatand famous Satucts, avtesieand Bernar. 
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\dine , who bythe maruellous effe&s of their 
diuine doétrige haue draWae fo many foules 
out of the dangerous gulfe of this miferable 
world, asthat Italie feemed to lite onely by 
their wholfome documents, they being con- 
| ftrainedto preach out of Churches, in the pu- 
blicke places and fieles by reafon of the ianume - 
rable mooltitudes of aflembled people, who 
weretaken bythe nets of thefe their pious 
predications. : | 
One onely Fathef of thefe;to wit. S,lobs 
Pet.Rod,| Capsfran, atacertaine titne eating his nets 
Labi. into the fea of Germany drew yp at one 
Serap &$ draught, aboue twelue thoufandfoules, who 
Car. F Ad) werefanke ia finne and fallen from the faith of 
our Saviour Yefus Chrift , aad moreouer he 
caufed inthat Countries fuch a revolt from all 
‘| kinde of pride and vaaitie that they broughe 
into the opé market places, whole Carts full of 
factaftical headgeares , perewigs, bracelets 
‘chaines, andthe like tobeall buraedand con- 
(umed by fre, ia his prefence. | 
| Shall I goeintoGreece to view the memorable 
as of Hecrowy mes Bj:ulawins . who forthe 
like merits, was aduamced to the Papacie, and 
afterward called Nicholas the fourth, whofe | 


_ , | lite andinduftriebroughe backe by the hand of 

his pious clemenciethe Emperout and {chif- 
maticall Empire iato the lap and kofome of 
the Chureh of Chrift. 


‘per. ge-! 1 flip ouerin filenee the heroicall a&s of Bro- ‘ 
| duip. os | ther Tohmof Monts with his c6panions et . 
the] }~ 


see 
08a, 
. i. 


CT" oe eee eee ee re 


OFS, Clare. 


che Tartarians, where they baile diuersreli- 
ious Convents, in the yeare12 45. an 
Asalfothe honours dueto F. Albert of Sar- Sedult;, 
camo, Wholikea (wiftand {peedie cloud, did 
in an initaot , fo fertily water with his holy 
predications the thornes of Infidelitie , that 
fromehemce ina veryshort {pace budded the] | 
ruddie rofes of holy Chriftianitie throughout 
all the Oriental parts; caufing Coouentste be 
buildedin Candia, Conftantioople, leru@lem, 
Syria, Greece, Agipe,ic with fuch fruit and 
| promptitude, that he feemed to haue ftoelen 
the wings and naturall prey of the foaring 
Eagle, by afsébling on fuch aladdenfo worthie 
a companie of conftane Chriftians, and redu- 
cing ofall Armenia to the obedience of the 
Charch. | ~ | pets Ro- 
Lee vs now takea view of the Meridian dulp. cit. 


@ 


Prouinces, and vide chat induftrious Gardioer 

B. Odorie , who merited to raife a dead man te 

life againe, out ofaa extraordinarie defirehe| Plats 
had to baptize him,and did horeouer, fé derte- | /. 2. 
rowfly fow ,plaat,cultiuate,and t7arer about the 
number of tuzcntie thoufand new flants of 
Chrift, in avery short fpace,thatthey now in 
forme oftheir lillies of virginitie , infigure of 
he rofe of martyrdome, and in fashion ofthe 
>almes of Jaftice’, ferue him now fora Laurell 
>f renoaneand garland of glorie. mein 3 
— Lee wsreft our felués a while in Spaine, Ga. 
alognia, and Sardagnia, thereto admire,io g Gone; p. 
imé fo impious and pernerfe , thar diuioe ang) $° 
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wonderfull Freer Minor B. Saluatorde Horta, 
who caofed the pe :ple of thofe places to hatten 
co confeffion by thoufands , aswell bythe effi- 
cacic of hisfseeches , asexample of his ver- 
cuousand holy hfe: Andas for Wonderfall mi- 
racies, we doe not reade that the Apoftles, S. 
Francs, of Yelus Ciurift himfelfe did euer 
worke fo many ( althoug he could haue done 
farre more,and greater ,1f hehad pleafed, Ma 
toraburmm facten: ) for there. was prefented te 
Pope Paul the fife, fifteenethoufand, one 
hundred ,feauentie and eight all paffed through 
the hands of publicke Notaries ; not Counting 
twife as many others of lefler moment: He 
dyed kifing the Crofle, the yeare 1564. and 
his holy body remaineth yet to this day both 
entire and maniable. | 
: Letvs nowfaile into A ffrica,and there cé- 
Chron.F. | ¢ der King Curo, much bufied in folicicing the 
M.t0.4. | K ing of Spaine,about earneft affaires , fending 
| . {to this effe&,for Embafladour,che R. F. Fran 
cis Zirano,ot this Seraphicall Order, che yeare 
1603. wo, ina word, being apprehended by 
the bloud-fucking Moores of Algiers , was 
fentenced to be flayed aliue, acd afterwards 
burned. O what barbarious crueltieis this, on 
the one fide, and what admirable conftancle, 
on the other! Behold foure bloudy Execu 
tiooers, with fparckting eyes , and foaming 
mouthes like rauening wolnes , their facrile 
gious armes lifted vp, Witheuery one his ra- 
{our , ready to put cheir woiuft ¢ fices in exe. 
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cution the Arlt opens his skiune,f:6 the neeke 
downeallalong hisshoulders , and the others 
draWirg if ia fashion of a Crofle, tares it 
'downe his body,aad thea allfoure tookes him 
| by the hayre and cares,and cuts a create Crofle 
eae his head , andthentheyfl.y moft in- 
[humanly the fides, backe & forepart there- 
of:aodafterwards with more then barbarous 
erueltie, they flay his tender face inlike man 
ner. O blefled martyr, artthou not yet dead? 
[Alas no, [hearethee tilltofiag,; Besedscite 
| Speritas C$ azine tuftoram Dowsne, and make an 
iead wholly of this Canticle , before thou 
itendreft thy life, whileftthele wicked Mahue 
leceratis would make thee denie thy holy Faith, 
\wexiog themleluestof{ee that by how much 
| chey rageand ftormeat thee , by fo much the 
imore they heare the Ecco ofthioe vodaunted 
cenftancie toadde , Senta Marta, orapre nobus, 
But peace a while O wit Abel, thefe impious 
Caios haue yer their rafors to rip open the 
| alot render part of thy harmelefle body, ‘to 
'wieehe naell : tow aich being come, thefe 
bloudy Butchers exenterated himwi-hfuch 
|forceand violence, thathe had bur onely lea 
ifure enough to life vp niseyes to heauen, and 
fay witha loudvoice, In msvesruar Domine, 
cormmmendo fpirstum meum : thus yeelding vp his 
a hands ofhis Greaienu sce Tete 
dead , the very winds ceafed not to rett fie his 
ignocencie With (uch ftrange and wnheard of 
tumultuous cempelts,thac the crueil Moores 
a 
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shougne they should all haue beene flaine in 
the place, fo that they had aot leafure to burne 
ordeftroyhis holybody, , 

Lets adioyne wnto thofe,the glorious Fa 
ther F, Danan of Valencia inthe fame A ffrica 
the yeare t5 33. Where, forthe onely faith of 
le/ue Chri , he was caftinto burning flames, 
Without receiuing any more hurt thereby then 
Sydrach, Mifech, and Abdenego; fo thac they 


°. Mers, 


Das, 3. 
| were forced at length to put himto death by 
the Rtroke of the {word. | : 
Ius,: Let vs now hoyfe vp failé tothe vneouth 
adann, |llands,(theholy Ghoft will procure ysa wind) 
16zs. | £9 accompanie foure Freer Minors of France 


{the yeare1615. who arriuing with the French 
men inthe Ile of Canada, celebrated there the 
firft Ma@e in the famous Citie of Quebee, 
But that whick may as much méue vs as 
the reft ,' are the heroicke deeds performed in 
the I'eofMoluc, by twoglittering ftarres of 
the Orderof Freer Minors, the one called F. 
| Sebaftian, andthe other B. Antonie: the firft 
| preached there with fuch zeale aod efficacie, 
that he conuerted and baptized fiue great Po- 
tentates, and going farther into the Ile Taeo- | 
lande ({ubie& tothe Mahumetans ) after infi-|- 
vite laboars foiid there at length the Crowne 
of Martyrdome by the {word:his poore body 
being afcerwards made a marke to shoote atin 
the commonplace of exercife, where hauing 
receited a thaufand shots of sharpe arrowes, 
‘Was afte: ward caftip to the water » but could 
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neuer be made to finke. Meane while, his com 


panion B. Antonie , being faire and young, | (bd, 


feemed (obeautifull in the eyes of the Kings 
daughter that shee deferred his condemaation 
with hopes to haue enioyed him as her huf- 
band: What doth not Satan fuggeft ta the 
minds of loofe and lafciuious woemen,toalie- 
nate a foule from her Creatour? But ehis 
chaft Toteph , lefe behinde him rather his 
cloake , I meane his skinne theo his ‘wowed 
Chaftitie.But this bloudy and rauenous shee. 
woolfe, feeing her felfe mifprized by him, 
commanded all her Ladies and Damfels to 
takeeach of them a knife or punyard intheir 
hands,and fo daunce allinarounde, into the 
middeft of which shee eaufed to be brought 
this poore and mpocent Religious,as naked as 
| he was brought iato the world: O prodigie! 
O crueltie! O voheard of Martyrdome! The 
one ftrikes the kiofe into his arme, the other 
into his backe another markes him on the face, 


another on the head ,and fo finally by alisg-| 


ring and cruell death ( by che hands of rhefe: 
blouddy and tyrannical! woemen ) was he! 
brought to his laft gafpe, where at length they | 
cue of his head like another S. loho,the great! 
precarfor of che Meffias:but with this admira- | 
¢76 that his head being put vp6 che top of ai6g| 
poale,it{pake miraculoufly &preached ofthole 

effeminate cruelties the {pace of two whole 

dayes,as ifit had beene aliue,alshough difioy-! 
ned fr6 its body. Haue you euer heard or{cene' 


a more 
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Plagusl. | | keepe youtoo long tré arrizing in to’ Ame- 
2 debow. | rica, I leauein Armenia Gonfales Saurata: a-| 
flats. mong the Mides aod Perfians,Pafchal & Gen- 
Frané. i cil: SsBonauenture io France, Blefled Pacificus, 
recht. the Martyrs of Gorcome aod diuers others in 
low. | thelow. countries, : - 
Efter bit The aforementioned exploites may more 
| Mert, | chenfufficiently fuffice to confrme that the 
Ones Seraphicall Father hath left inlegacie, arich 
| Cadew7 | inheritance of faithfull and magoanimous 
+ | children co our holy mother the Church, ¥ - 
: | , al 
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amore rare agd aomirable thing? O qaano pul- 
hr eff cajts generatio cuin c.ariuare | wmmentalss 
est memona emus: Speake ,fpeake then, O how 
faireaod glittering isthe chaft generation, its 
memorie lives now immortall in ch's great 
Martyr, who forfoc ks the nupuall pleafures 
ofimpiene,to. wed, bin. felie in taithto his ce. 
leftiall and deareit Eipoufe , called tothe mar- 
riage ofthe lambe, toadhereaternally to his 
| bliife and giorie. . | 
Letthe Bulgarians rife againe , and confefle 
chat allcheir kingdome had beene loft if( about 
the yeare 1366, the Freer Minors , had sot 
brouglit 1 backe againe into the sheepe. fald 
ofthe holy Chureh of God. Would you euer 
beleeue thatin fiftiedayesalone , they should 
(by the found of eight Euangelica'l trumpets 
onely) eallintothelap of the Church , more 
thencwo hundred thoufandperfons, and make 
them to (urceafe their rebellious infurre- 
ionsagainft their king? : 7 
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al thefe couracious Captaine (eeme to haue 
dene nothing in comparifon of the admirable} 
fruie which others of the fame order baue pro- | 
daced,as WeHin the Orientall as Occidentalt 
Indies , tothe hosour of God, aod profit of | 
(andry Cloriftian Princes , but efpecially to the 
Catholike Maieftie of the King of Spaine:For | | 
0 the Welt Indies, never had he that found & ; | 
conqucredit (to wit, Chriftopher Columba) | 
obtained the graunt ofhis requeft, no,- not 
much asacceffe to Ferdinand K ing of Sicilie, | 
nad not theintercefffon ofthe Rew. Fa. Foha 
Piret beae interpofeds yet forall that,ceafed 
not the Princesand Ceunfellers to laugh at 
the hopes of Columba, feeing it was.onely| 
grounded vpon the fauour of one poore Freet | cag 
Misor (as all Hiftorians who write of the In- Ving, 
dieshaue recounted )notwithftanding with: | g 7. 
out which aduenture,andefle&, what great | Wag, 
loffe, and vnfpeakabledamage , had the king: | 77,7. f 
dome of Spainefuftained: Bue what wasthe| 5. Je, 
recompence of thefe poore Fathers ? Truly} mgey ¢ 
noncat all, but onely the honour toaceom.| , 
panic thefaid Generall, with hisbrethren , & | S.gug, 
to enrich the holy Church as much with 
foules ,asSpaine withtreafures: wrho before 
had totally reiected the requeft of Columba, | pyenc. 
for the {pace of feauen yeares , vntill thefe P, Me- 
Fathers tooke the matterin hand , and happily 
obtayned it for him : who after wards, as well 
for this refpe@,as others, were chofen forthe 
vantgard of fo generousa conqueft, about 
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the y care! 49 3-where they behaued thermfelues 


fo religioully,as that inthe yeare 1529.0ne of 


thefe Brothe:s, called Br. Perer of Gauar, 
Writing tothe Fathers inthe low Couarries, 


affirmed , that he alone , wich bis companion, |. 


had then baptized cwo hundred thoufand Infi- 
dels:and added farther , chat they had at thae 
time about fiue hundsed children vader their 
twitioa , Wom he had fo inttra&ed in the Ca- 
tholick faith, that he feot them euery Sunday 
to eathechifeand preach inthe villages, what 
they had learned at home iathe wWweeke-time: 
And to this effe@ they weet fometimesten, 
cWentie, or thircie milés to promulge the faith 
ofChriff:1 leaue you to cofider With whatfruie 
& profit: Info machasthatabout chree yearés 
after the chiefe Bishop of one the principal 
Cities ofthe new world Mexico, wrote ynto 

their Generall that he had catechized & bapri- 

zed, withthe affi tance of his religious Brethré, 
the true children of S. Frances , about ten 

hundred thoufand perfons , anda few yeares 

after feauen millions , according to the report 


of Surius:Andallchisis fpoken but ofthe Cr. | 


cie and kingdome of Mexico onely: a Citie 
that Abraham Ortelius calls the Queene of. 
the World: Aad Sedulius,afaithfull Hiftorio 


| grapher , fayes, it is gouerned by chirtie Poten- 


tates, who have an hoadred thoufand men 
|adertherr charge and command and « fwhom 
very ofiéo , they facrifice a thoufand perfons, 


hearts 


and every yeare there are twentie thoufand |. 


ae 
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hearts taken out of the bodies of litele childré,} 
to be offered vatothe Deuls. For coofirma- 
tion Whereof, perufe the letters placed atthe] 
end of this treatife, O range metamorphofe 
tea, twentie or thirtie yeares after ofa Citic, 
before abounding with.vice and iniquitie, and 
of which onem:ghe iuftly have faid thatwhich 
S. Leo faid of Rome: Que erat dijcapslajupes fis. 
gross , facta est magifira veritas: That which 
before was adifciple of new fyperttitions , is 
now made the miftrifle of truth and veritie, 
yea, ao Academie. of fo many thoufand con- 
wertants to owr holy Cartholike Faith. O 
what an happie gleaming wus there madein| 
this holy harueft , ty the labours of che poore 
Freer Mioors! Who being not able of them. 
felues,'y reafon of their fmal. number,to ferue 
fo many foules.cryed out for fuc cour, and yer, 
not till fortie yeares after , could they obraine 
the leaft afittance wherein, vatiil the Domini- 
caos, Augaitins ,/efuses,and others, who have 
alfo borne apart with them in thefe glorious 
cooquetts valiantlpcobtriumphed with them 
overthereft. Bit aboueall, ( afrerthe holy 
Church) che King of Spaine,and Blefled houfe 
of Auftria; have alwayescntrufted the moft 
importaac bufineffes to this Order of S.Francys 
fending them tothe ladies, throughout all fhe! 
28. Kingdomes that arefubie@ and triburarie| 
thereaero ; and likewife te:he purchafing of | 
other new found-lands , fometimes as Embaf 
fadeurs,Inquificors, Prateours Bishars, and 
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_ 4Preachers, there to affure and enlarge his 

roWae and K ingdome.Andto goe no farther, 
you Laue {cene it your felues in thefe your} - 
prefenc times, jn the peace fo importantand 
di ficule, ot France and Spaine,of Holland and 
thelow Coun ries which thefe Fathers to wit 
|R.£, Booau. a Calatagirone Generall of his 
| Order for Fraunce , and the RR. 8. lohn Neyen 
Cémiffary of his Order in the Low- Coiitries, 
| {have bene fent to bring to effet and haue hap- 
pily cluded the benefit of which,as welt Eu: 
sope, as the Raft and Weft-Indies doe daily 
expericace. O quam pulchre funtpedes Euange. 
{is axtians pace) | | 
| Yes Oacidentalls ,you might haue remar- 
| ked io this A poftolica'l Freer Minor,& fimple 
_ |Lay-Brother by profetfion, B. Peter of Gant, 

| wWho(befides alihat £ haue already fpoken of 
Jhim) ere&ted , himfelfealone,, more then an 
‘hundred Churches ia thele wefterne Indies. fis 
| dexteritie in conuerting of foules was fo greae 
| (labouring therein the {pace of firtie yeares ) 
‘that he had difpenfationand graunt fent him 
|fromthe Pepe,and Superiours of his Order to 
{beinftalled Archbishop of Mexico: ‘But this 
| precious pearle , defired rather to live ftill ia 
the shell of his holy humilitie, chen to take: 
}vpoo himfo greatan Ecclefiafticall dignitie,to. 
the end,thar he mighethereby, to the greater: 
jmiifprize of himfelfe, rhe more freely labour: 
in che'hareett of che wnmanured Indies , with 
ithe R. F.toho Couureur,Guardian of Gant ,& 
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cnr rnc AR : 
'B.lohn de Aora,who Were fent thether at the ! 


‘very point offo difficult an affaule , by Charles | 
che fife, the yeare 1523. Thefe enfaing verfcs 
were (ent voto B.Peter, ifto the Indies, by the 

jafore(aid Emperoux Charles V, 0”, 

\ 


| Mon valet ab/qote Petre Calar,c um Cafare Petrate | 


Confolsdatterrss feeptrafidemaque Dem! 
Qaam grands Gands ! quam candida lilies pandse, 
Horre veluptatis , vera canuerza Petrs, 
Ouam magnus Petrus! Minor Atlas she fecunds 
} Munds fmplsesbus rege ferens hawserss , 
{ud magnus Carolus, quali quinta potentia Regum 
| Sed nifs cum Petro, non bene tanius eras, 


| Who's Charies she fift sf Peter's sot hs friend 
{  Combindecogerber tothe fartheit end — 
Of b'utmolt yyrrld the Gofpels rayes shall reach 
i ead With hem Cafars goucrmemens sha freach 
© God! what good unre the Gofpell bath 
| Bene got by this Apoftle of thy F asth® 
' O Gana! what land haff thos thy Soumerqsgne caind? 
| de yeeldsng fuch a Columne, ‘w bich (uffasn’d 
Th Anteftscke worlds Huge axel lke’ another 
| Atlas, though but the Manorus Menor Brother: 
‘zs whom our S autour: facred words proou'd true 
| He shat +6 leaft shall be she grear’? mang ft yous: 
‘ Cafar was great , yet then shssCedar leffe 

W bsch ded bss realme enlarge, aud Gods entrease. 


a one 


| T his faid Emperour Charles V.fent thither 
i another firme Pillar of this new and mag- 
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nificent building to wit, F.loha Lumarage,of 
this holy Order alfo, under the title of Prote 
our Genevall ofthe Indies, where he be- 
haued himfelfe fo worthie his vacation, as 
well ia perfon of a Preacher,asin nature ofan 
Archbishop , that on a certaine time |:e wrote 
into thefe Countries, that (befides what you 
shallfeein his letecers adioyned tothe end of 
this Hiftorie) he had baptized tep huodred 
theufond perfons; and broke in peecesmore 
then im7cotie thoufand inchanted Idols. O vi 
Gorious David ! whe caoft iuftly boaft to 
have overcome more then ten thoufand Phili- 
ftins by the onely ‘wird ofthy pious predica 
tions! O magnan mous Hercules, :who. by 
the verue of rhe Crofle haft rhrownedowue 
acd deftroyed fo many monftrous Ijols! O 
inaincible Sampfon, who by the power of the 
| Gofpell (as by another iaw bone) haft ouer- 
turned the enemies ofthe Faith and his Catho- 
licke Maieftie, , —— 
May you not then with very great reafon 
(deare Reader)fay voto Charlesthe fift, as S. 
Leo taidto the Citie of Rome: Quamsuss entm 
maultssancta vidlory) tw linpery tus terre marique 
| protulerss, minus tamen eff, quod tbs bellecses labor 
Subdsdit quam gued pax Chrifiana fubsecer, Know}. 
mighne Charles, chat although tbou chouldeft [ 
incomparably haue enlarged thine Empire, 
as Ww :IL hy fea,as by land ,triumphing over ma. 
ny worthie and v:Gtorious Nations, yee in the 
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bours of thy warbke fouldiers have ever 
broaght fo many rebellions perfons wnder the 
obedience of thy fcepter , as holy Ghriftian 
peace hath {ubdued inthe barbarous Indies yby sa ii 
the meanes of onely three poore and peaceable} 
Freer Miaots (as are mentioned by Jiuers} 
Hiftoric grapbers) to wit, B. Peter of Gant, 
who (asaforefaid) with his companions cop- 7 
uerted two hundred choufand Peron: to the 
Faich of Chrift. 

Two yeares after one of this order the R.F.B. 
Mareine de Valentia , ‘with his eompanions 
baptized iwelue hundrédthoufand Andat the 
fame time by the mo R F.loho Lamazaga, of 
this Order were alfo converted then hundred 
thoofand more. Ifany one callio queftionthe: 
veritie hereof.lee him reade the Workes of the 
moft {luftrious aod R. F.Francis Goozaguez, 
Bishop of Mautoa , the Annals ofthis Order 

the letters from laponia, Sedulius . Surias, 
Marianas , and divers others , who will gine 
him fofficient intelligence of the ineffable and | 
miraculous haraeft reaped & procured by te 
aforefaid holy Fat!ets, whichwas fo much the 
mote eafily effected . "by he w much they ae 
thefe poore children of S, Francés to milprize 
and cootemne all hamane commodities , and 
cOfrme their fpeeches by Working of thiracles 
acdraifing ofthedead. yoy 

T hefe greatA poftles deferued that theirvi-|. 4 - > 

Gorious triumphs , should be feconded by 
ether no leffe poble and walorous Senate tle and wsoront Caprio 
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for not only the welt, but Eaft ladies alfo whick 
Hf, were firtt found out, aod fubdued by that Re- 
Piat. | O¢rous Colonell Vafco Gamasin the reigne of 
Emaauel king of Portugal; Who tcoke eight of 
thefe Fathers with him, to breake the yce 
of fo difficuleaad dangerous an eaterprite but 
(by Gods affiftanee) it preoued fo fauorable 
andfucceffull woto them,thatia theveare ss00. 
. they fewed their fertile graine inthe king. 
Hift dome of Calecut, and eatred into Brafile, ' 
vara.l0) where the firft Malle was fuog the 24. of! 
“pee Kye | Aprill chefame yearess00. In which Conn-! 
trie Were crownedthree glorious Martyrsof; 
this Order, whofe warme bloud did fo plenti-| 
fally waterthismew vine of le/ss Chr. ff that | 
the totall narration therof is impoflible tobe | 
recounted. Iudge you of the plentie of the, 
harueft by the number of the infatigable la-| 
ae bourers of this Order,who where therein em-| | 
£-€ 3°) ployed. The R, P, Placus 4 lefuite doth outber | 
| in thefe parts (to wit the EafteIndians) thir- 
teene Provinceserefted for the habitation of 
thefe Freers, fortie yeares before euerthe Fe- 
thers of the Societie eatred into thofe Iadies. | 
And you muft vnderftand , that by the name of| 
Province, the Freer Minors meanea congrega- 
Pye tion of fo many Conuents vader a Prouinciall 
. fo thatene Province of the Order dilates it 
~ 4 | felfe fometimesintof{dndry kingdomes, hasing 
13. 20. 30, and many times 60. Coouentseach 
of them in their Dominions, and together 
with thofe of Religious woemen, fometime. | 
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morethen am hundred: The Provinge alone 
deSancto Ewaxgelsoin the Welt Indies , con- " 
taines more then 67, Conuents of men with- |. 
our mentioning thofe ofwoemen, as Clares}, 
aod thofe ofmenor Wemento Wi, Tertiaries| = 
of both of which , there are alfo in ais | 
the Indies: From Whence you ‘may eatfily | 5. Fras- 
gather, how much the Order of S piles sip , 658 s0f8te 
ctifiethin thofe quarters,andhow mapy faith. |#uted 3, 
Full labourers there are inthofe parts , whole | Orae?t, 
names.to vsare not knowne, bur it fufficeth a 
thattheyare written more particularly inthe} / ..- 
bookeoflife. .. Pe ee co? 

[ should fill whole volumesandreducethe} “ —- 
Wide Ocean(asitwere)intoashell,ifIshould 
goe aboutto recount all their herojicall sacs, 
performed for the aduancement of the Faith, 
of Chrf?, andtherevatoadioyne the names of} : 
all thofe couragious and magnanimous foul- | 
diers, who as couragious as ofua , feared aot f 
firfttoenter vatotbofe barbarous Countries, 
sot yet gane backe for all the. cruelties of} 
thofe terrible Gyants the inhabitants thereof, 
pleatifully abounding in iofidelitie,filuer, and > 
gol 3 that which. thefe men [ Gezeratio quares. | 
tsnwme faciems Domsnt) (o much abhorted , but 
perfifted ftill cenragious im abolishing their 
fm picti¢,renderiagthefe impious Paganscap-} - 
cives to the Faith ot Cori, and leading themin 
triunyph, like rebels, ‘bound to the Chariotof} * 
Chriftianitie , Which carries chem {ecurely to 
cheirimmortall glorie : aad this info great a 

ee eee 


B ° sgmber 


ST TOPE eee © een i eEE Ee ee en ere ort we. a eo a 


N 
. 
. 
eee ee al ecrene “A -Oe on sesame By Poe arn i sls Seen A gs . 


~ 
“ 


34 The adorivable life. 
ee eno 
number, as thee all che rriumphant Romanes | 
hane not to shew fo many trophees of their 
» igreareft vidtoties , purchaft by the bloud of fo 
mapy thoufand warlike foldiers , of their | 
| chiefeft Colonels , who like wndsunted Lyoas 
feared not boldly to prefent rhemfelues before 
thePace of their deadlieft enemies:as hath one- 
ly twrelue naked and peaceable lambés of this }- 
holy Order, voder the condu& of that great 
iDuke,ahd poore Freer Minor Martinde Va- 
lentia, fent into the Weft Indies the yeare 
152.4.arm'd onely with the armour of holy O 
bedience and prote&ted with thé shield of che 
_ Hfoue of God. There was not one amongftthen | 
al that wanted courage to quell therage of 
thofe misbelreving Infidels ; forthey Had alt 
ofthemias fpéedie tings as inflamed zeale , in 
this their gleriows efterprize , cath of them 
hauiey converted and baptized the yeare rs 31 
jmoré then ao handred thoufand Indians. Io |. 
like manoet, Charlés the fifth fent from all his 
kingdomes ( and affo from thefe quarters ,to | 
wit , from Bruges and'Gand)very frequently } 

reatmuftitudes of Freer Minors, the partic. 
farities of whofe. Apoftelicall a&s atehieugd 
.. .. Jit chis holy miffion, would be too tedigusto f 

' }eecount. : ee } 

» | Theaferefaid Charles the fife, ackoowled - 
| ging the honour due tothe Order of S Frances, 
* | did not onely fend thofe of Brdges and Gand, 
as aforementioned, butia che yeare 1330. ha | 
{uibg difcouered the Ratt. Indies al(o,contented 
| i. not 
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__ Of S. Glare. -_ $) 
not him(cife onely there to haue ereAed cer. 
taing Agnificative Pillars of his fgether tro- 
phees, engrauing thereon, PLVS YLTRA, 
but alfo tentfonse of chofe Freers thicher » for 
markes or Pillars , to fignifie wnto the inhabi 
tants thereof , that they were likeWile to pade| 


the fpleadoar of their da 
Grine both the king and kingdome of Mex: 
cacaD Were converted to the } ath, the kiag 
calli..g Limfctfe Frangis ,in acknowledgement 

| af che obligation which he had tq s sly] 

Order ofS, ¥.F Iohn of Tapis,c§uerted 


Oar intended breuitie in this holy Hittas} ~- _» 
ries hath foreed vstq let flip the particularities) 
ofthe fortitude of F.Peter of Garobily, who | 
{pent diuers dayes ia pulling downe of the) Prem F 
prophane Idols, which were there fo ples. Mia Sg 
tfully erefted in euery place, that he brake 

— tueew downe mareshen ten thoufand eg. 

ay. : 

Likewite wemuftleaue ehe founder of th¢' Epift. 
Charch of Peruand Brafile , called F.1ofle do, {tate 
Rijeke,bone at Mechliag, Ee Suk | ode 


a The yeare alfo x 539-8 Rerdinapd Ballachig 7 = 
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'|the Prouince of Cumana, 


| Hyaciothus of, Saige Frazee’, whofe bodie| |; 


{inthe Indies had the fame day a revelation of 


;wasthe frftehat taught the Jadians of Cantli.. 
\tansoto finginthe Church. | 

I pafle over rhe life of B. Alphonfus Or- 
dennez , Who droue awvay the Deuills.And the 


4634. merits of Br, Francis of the Croffe, at whofe 


death the bells did ring of themfelues , wh ich 
miracle was caule of the cumperfion ef many 
{odians. 7 ee 7 : 

Lleaue likewrife the particular fruite produ- 
ced by the Embaffic of the R.F Lewis Porta- 
gais, fent by king Narfinga, to the Viceray of 
the Indies: Asalfoof F.Denis, martyred in 


Andlikewife it would be too tedious to re 
port at large how many thoufand misbeleepers 
Were conuerted by the fernent zeale and in- 
duftrie ofthe R.F.B. Ximenes.in neswy Spaine,: 
refufing divers Bishopricks, for the becter op 
| portunitic ofpreaching tothe peaple, 

Talike manner , we fay nothing of the predi- 
cafigns rig ent Marae of thofewhocon. 
uertéd the herefies of Sejbola ; nor of Br. 


was found wholeand gatire many yeares afcer 
his death. | | | | 
Nor of F. James of Denmarke,who being. 
the death of Charles the fifth,and was the Girt 
chat. adminiftred the holy Eucharift in Mexi-. 
cacame, 7 we 

_ Biefled are they who faw , andconfidered 
the zeale aad holy affeftions of F. lohn of S- 
Serer enenmalnarnerramenmenmee menace eet eaenaeigeitenennertens 
eae a ~ Michael, 


ee ae ee 


of 5. (Tare. 37 
Michael ,; apd thofe.af the Reuerend Fathers | 
| Angel of Valenciaand Danicl.of Italie, marty- 
l red inthe Ilaodies: and Antonie Maldonat who 
‘like anotherA lexis, left his kiadred,and feauen 
' thoufand fiue hundred crewages , inyearely re- 
aenues,to goe,in nature ofa poore Freer Mi- 
‘porto the {ndies: where he might iuftly fay 
with the king of Sodome, Ds sudsanwmas,ce-; 
: sera telle tbs:Gine me {oules ,& keepe all things Gep.34| 
jalfewato.chy felfe. 7 rene: | 7 
| Let wsleaue the mirgeuleys F. Alphonfus | Chro.F. 
taPeru,with F, laha of S.frescew, who being Mind.4 
‘in prayer, aad weteriagthefe Blefled words, 
Dens mews slnmingsso mca, obtained,at thefame 
‘inftant, the gift of che Mexicantopgue, and 
‘afterwards became very-famous for doftroy- 
‘ing of the Idols ,andrecaijing tothe sheepfold 
of cbrf thofedeceiued foules wholosg had| 
gone aftray inthe fieldsof Iofidelitie, © 7 
|. Peter Bernard Cofin , affifted by the Om- | P.Afons. 
| piporent power , retorted back againe thear- | ##Chre. 
row es which were shos at.him;alehough after- l.3.¢0 2, 
i wards he wasgloriowfly martyred , the yeare; 
I S- . ‘ ae eel 
| “ F.lohn of Sori, in the Citie of Chanl, | zg;¢, 
: sonferaed the towne, being befleged and def- ; 
| parage,Almightie God bauing reuealed thevi- | : 
, Borie voto him, | 
F. Francis: Colmenaria hedled the iIn- 

dians oftheis vicers , by the onely fight of his 
lesters. . | 


R. Ma. 
114% 18. 


| Peter Torobio Matolisia, whieh figni- 7 
= : Gonz.p.' 
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| | 
fies Poore in the fodian tongue, conuerted for 
[his part, more tien foare haadsed thoufand 

| Indians. | | is 
Letws now go¢ into China, and therere- 
viet a while, the-zeale of the poore Difcalfed 
$.Xe- | Freers F.Peoter of Alpharo, F. ohn Bapuft, & 
wierthe | B.Prancis Marian, fer whofe fake God did}. 

frft of | feemeto haue blinded che Centivels andGards 

the foct~ \ of the Sea- ports of China, thatthofe holy fer- 
}ty bos | vances of his mightfafely arrive to the Citie of 
‘| (set = | Canton,and aftérwatdsto Machiao, without 
aber | any moleftation, againftall-v{uall cuftome , for’ 
jorders) -| ghofe places are etdinarily fo ftridly garded, 
babowred} that they fuffer no ftrangers whatfoeuer, to 
much te | enter there with fach facilitie. Thofeinda. 
baue 8 | trious Apoftles were ef the Providceef our’ 
sredss | holy Martyrs ( for whom we write’ this Hi- 
to ths.| torie) and-for whofe honour we haue here } 
{Country | adioyned cheir hereicall acs. But fir before 
[bstcould | their departure front the Philippines , they 
not coms | there conuerted twice thrée hundred thou- 
paffest. | {and Indians,and being enriched with fo many 
| [Tufsn | vi&orious {poylet , they thdgce tooke their 
bs sf. ligurocyes into theCounrriés of China, | 
| ¢.Didacas and his Companions, would be. 
| difcontented if we should not remember them! 
i + | is paMfiag by che Canaries, where they were: 
i’, ‘[ehe very firft Preachers, and by words and mi. 
lohres.f taclesconuerted an infinite oumber of infidel 
Minse, People in that fuggered iland, (hen: 
o | . While? Irine over fo many braueApoftles 
| of the Indies, I mutt make you fmileat the. 
P, Mart, ae a a oe — follte! 
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Of S. Clare... 39 
folfie of che inhabitants of Cacaftlane and A- 
maxocotlane who are accuftomed to Weare,as 
aa ornament their beard, guildech with gold, 
filuer or tinde:Bue that great ApoftleR.F.Fra- 
cis Laurence a Freer of the Serapnicall Order 
made them at length fo deteft this foolish fa-} 
shion,asthattbey , with very great prouspti 
rade, cut of sheirbeardiand caft chem 10tg the 
fire , aod of the metall Which proceeded there 
af ( according to the teRimonié of Bishop 
Goozaguez ) there were made fequenteene 
bells ,ehe which tveighed 341, pounds, and{ 
Were afterwards put intothe sew Churchs. 
This generous (uldier coauerted alfo the 
people 4nd nations of Ortritcepa , Tezogium,{-— 
the Prouince called che Crowned Freers, Ca- 
caftlame, Bafcamenes, and Cacolatraces , in 
the vifit of trhich he was martyred With ad 
yron barre,according as he before had prophe- 
cled: Ueaue youts cdticlude how many people 
he conuerted , by the multitude of beards, f6} 
the which was taken as much mertel as made i 
them feauenteene belles. an Dead ae 
_ Le were impoffible to recount all the heroi-| P.Mé- 
eallacts which B. Martin of Iefusperformed| rien,c#t. 
ia new Spaine. 4 
OF Br. lofian Calera in the kinedome of | 
Calixco , where he fuffered a glorious martyr- mous 
dome. a . oe 
_ OF Br. Anthonie of Golart ia Diflata- 
aio, Who was martyred by the fodians of Fa-| &.Mari: 
galoncis. : “am,ctt.d. \ 
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thereof, 


| to Xacatica: andathoufand others. which I 


_effedts , which want of time and gportunitie. 
will not here permit me to rehearfe, But. can I 
40. 
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Of B, Ioha of Grenado Commiffarie of 
sew Spaine. 

OfB.Luke of Amafdobar in Mexico , ha 
ning the: ift of curing difeafes. — 

Of B.Ioho Bournon in Mexico. ‘2 

Of B. Francis Sote in Mexico , who} 


generoufly refafed the Arch- bishoprike 


Of B. Tohin Seurade Preacher to the Quin- | 
quenifts, to 
Of B. Francis,martyred in Moluca. | ; 
OfB. ohn, martyred going by Seato the 
Mle of Zelan. | : 

Of B, Stephen, martyred by the Mal- : 
uaries, | 
OF B.Alphonfus Betanze, the firt Avoftle 
among. the Caftaricanes , “who there baptized 
4000. perfons. 

'B.Francis of T orrio,inFucataneas 

B. Rodericus Benevento in the Prouince| 
de Sanéto Buangelioin Calixco,andthe Vallie 
of Vandera. - 

B.lohn Claufe,in Pecye , martyred going 


willingly leaue out,and wittingly forget rather | 
then by prolixity. become tedious ortrouble- 
{ome ynto you. 

Gonfaguez , amoft pious General of this 
holy Order, makes mention of many other 


by no meanes (uffer F.. lohn of Valeconte 
a rc I 


to reft in the fad fepulcher of darke obliuion,! ' 
who wasfen bythe King of Portugal, (and 
demanded by the King of Zelano) intothe Ia. 
dies the yeare 15 40 Where for the coauerfion 
of the King , he offered to eaft himfelfe into} 
faming fire, or into a denne of moft horrible 
Serpents. His voyage was not in waine, tor } 
he there conuerted the Kiog fucceffour to the 

aforefaid ; the Queenc his wife, the King of } 
Candie, and almoft all che kingdome of Zee | 


o. eS = 

I haue expreffely referued for this plaee 
the merits of B. Martin of Valentia,the whieh 
exceed all narration by reafon of the greatneffe 
of his ardent zeale concerning the conuerfion 
ofthe Indies whither he went the yeare 152.4. 
aad recciued from God two feverall reuelat'ds 
of the Countrie of China, many yeares 
before cuer S. France Xeuerias toiertaoke that 
woyage: Hislife was as admirable as his death 
miraculous; for his body wag found whole 
and entire fullthirtie yeares after his deceafe; 
aod very shortly after they found sothing atall 
ia his Hf fee or coffja, 10, aot fo much as his 
daftorashes,& who kaowes whitherAlmigh 
tie God hdth raifed it againe , or tranflated 
or referued it fora more glorious shriocs. Hig 
worthiea&s I will here recog inafew vettes |. 
conformable ta hig name. er 


Vinebat raptue Christe confisus amanti. 
Vizse in hee CoreGna wan erat bec quod enats 


Tothns 


az: ‘The admirable life 
| Peleus emerust maguos virtatibus orbes 
Mertraquam falix vate valente vales! 
I te pertraxittot mslia,totg, phalanges, 
Q sot mages acuum mila, sulle valet, 


Quam valstdus valor bic! valet tlle Valentia valde 
Quam valust validans ladeca regua valene, 


| Grafted in Chriff be lin'd and Chrift iw bum | 
‘|. Bor be was wor the Creaturehedidfeem, =~ 
How puiffant wer ft thou Mexico in thas ; 
Thy powrefullProphes? How great wat thy blife 
| Entoying bum? WV bofe worth wras fuck, tharbe, 
Defére’da Monarch ss thu world to be 
If that « Load flone thy great fi Mowntaine were ; 
Yercouldst mrs astrac? fuch. flore(sf’sTwere 
In pofssbslitte) of weedles as did be | 
 Mellsons of foules to Chriftianitie: 
© more then baman power Valencia shon 
For thems sm bath she Worlds art fainted nove. 


Vpon the fame: 


Thos boly Rather, for bis gifts désine 
(left Af artin) is our Hems/pbere did shine 
A glorious Starve: till God who dsdbebold 
(in’s mercit) th’ Indias which in darkeneffe bow? a |. 
Sent flresghe ro difSspate their clow ds, thit S une 
W 40 fret 10 Uexica his courfa begunue, 
Arsd there dia (et, yer firft did worke fo much, 
That th’\ dian equalsx’d the Reman Church, 
W hofe fervent Xeale could wor at all beto’lde 
fy. By. froxen Want, or miferte controlde , 


\g a 
er Ls ee 
Ne tyranuieconld clefevp his mellifimoss lips 

Nor snterpofing Barbart{me eclip/e 
Hes Fasths cleave bcames, Ths glorious Palme the 
lt Was fuppreft she loftier ded fore: (swore 
Or lke a Torrent flop she swifier ran 
Till he arrined inthe Oceas 
Of Gods large merce, with the fomles Which he . 
Embarted bad for Chrifianitie | 
f Spealsh yer Carracke nere to sh’Indses went 
Norgreater treafare fince from thence was fent 
For beenrseb’d their Minds and Manes with Ore 
W bsch were bus leade and Copper both before 


@ Wonderfull prouidence of Almightie God! 
that this bright Sunne-beame Martio, should 
be fent co illuminate a new world , Farre 
greater then that which Martin Luther hadj 
(feauen yeares before, difafteroufly blinded by 
an obfcere cloud of darkfome Herefie, raifed 
io Germanic, For, inthe kiagdome of Mexico 
, alone, were humbred fo many Chriftians, that} 
the Chronologer Amandas Ziritikeus affir- 
med, that Fere cus Ecclefia Latina comparars pof- 
fet Ecclefia sla Indica. One might then al- 
moft compare the Indian Church with that of| | 
the Latin, This holy Father was of the Pro- 
wince of S.Gabriel ,where he knew by reuela- 
tion thatthe Childré ofthat Province should 

profit mueh inthe coouerfion of the Indians; 
| the which prophecie is now totally accom- 
| plished in thofe our holy Martyrs : For whofé 
fake we write this Hiftorie. Bor from out of 


F 3a the : 


Nn 


Chren.F\S..Lofeph, from whence thefe our poore dif- 
7 Mens.4 se Martyrs tooke their iourney towardsthe 
s . 


| foes. This was thereafon that the poore (10 


e 
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‘the Prouince of S. Gabriel was founded that ° 
t 


Indies: where it feemes that by AlmightieGod, } 
the Catholicke Church, and the Chriftian 
Kings were all Apoftolically bent : and in this. 
exploite imitated that potent Monarch A- 
lJexander the Great, who ftripping naked thofe 
‘choife fouldiers whom he had expreffely fe- 
leGed for the conqueft of the world, faid, that 
| by how much they were poore and naked cx. 
teficuly ,by fo mach more would they be ani- 
mated to fight couragioufly to obtaine def- 
| poiles of their enemies and lefle envied of their 


Jeranfitery riches but io Charity abounding) 
Order of S. Frescs was honoured with the Grit} | 
oofet ofthis generous aflaule,tabevadertaken} | 
againft a new World, the Indies: Hauing there. 
fore,to this porpofe crofled the turbulent Seas 
with the frftarmes of the King of Portugal 
and Spaine , they didthere moft Apoftolically 
Buangelize the holy Gofpell of le/ue.Chrsft, as 
Wellin nature of Preachers, Paftors, Bishops, 
Archbishops,and Apoftolicall Legats,asin qua- 
litie of traftie Embaffadours from Kiogs an 
Emperours,yea,fram the very Infidells chem- 
felues , and their whole kingdome, planting 
therein the triumphant tree ofthe holy Croffe, 
\ehe Which fince hath fo budded, and shot forth 
itsfacredbranehes (watered with the bloud 
of their bodies and {weate of their browes) 


that 


_ of S (Clare. 43). 


Te euunnnenetilinne ennai nan em 
that they have there engrafted both Palmes 
and B.yes, whereof to wreath illiftrious 
Laurels,and glorious garlaods for triumphant 
Martyrs: Which asthey all firft buddede and 
{prung from the precious bloud of oar Saviour 
Lefms- Chri? fo the children of S. France from 
ehe bloud of their sn teers Pather , in fuch 
manner cooloyned fot 
(although in Valétia it be farre vnequall) yee at 
leaft ie dc th fo helpe forward the etfe@, as chat 
it animates the Children thereof to the{ame 

| generous encounter like as the warlike Bli- 
phant is as mueh encouraged at eHe fight of 
the bload ofa fimple and common fouldier, as 
of a great and valiant Captaine. Would you 


euer beleiue chat the bliud of S. Francshis | 
Stigmats hath fome participation with that} - 


by the rage of his enemies, but this of S. Fran- 
eu by the hand of [e/xs » Chr himfelfe. Yes 
trucly , oar Lord opened his fide (like co that 
of Adam) to ingrafte a fertilegeneration of 
holy Martyrs. A little before the deaths of 
thefe holy Martyrs, an Image of S, Francs was 


jet lefeseChrof ? Howbeit hisbloud was shed 
| 


feene bythem inthe Citieof Meaco, miracu-| 


cruell and blouddy deaths, which should wa- 
iter che Cauntrie of Iaponia,in fuch aboundaot 
maoer, as that the people ofall thofe Ifles were 
in the end both wholly aod happily fortaoare, 
by thetotall conuerfion of all chofe who were 
| s6moned, by the, into the Com of theChurch 


roel and blow with bloud, fignifying cheir 


F 3 of God! 


atofle/usChrif, tha : | 


ow 


( 
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lof God. T hus farre out ofthe forefaid Author. 


ofthefe latter ages perfermed by thé for your 


Charles Rapineus his hiftory of the Apoftoli- 

. call a&s atchicued by the FF. Misors in Eaft 
1 ‘Land Welt Indies compiled in 10, bookes alfo 

| che Hiflory ofthe23, Protomartyrs of Iape- 
niaofthe Order of S, Francis, fee alfo the Hi- 
ftory of the conuerfien of thencuwr Mexicoa 
mofi fpatious coustry containing many. Pro- 
uinces and Territoryes founde out & couerted 
by the Freer Minors of S. Francs: this Hiftory 
is io diners laguageswithin rhefe 3.yearestowit 


ous his Francifcus Rediniuus or S, Frances Re- 
uiued: alfo D. Eftius his Hiftory of the Gor - 
chom Marlyrs , Thom.Buchier his Ecclefiafti- 
call hiftory ofthe Freers Martyredin England, 
Scotlad ,& Irelad,alfo a booke intituled L scer- 


laterages 


| €¢ alys Prowincds Germanie wherio by thete- 
ftimonies and letters cf the Emperour , Duke 

of Bauarix,L ords.and Magiftrats of diuers ter- 
ricorics Cities, townes, and villages (before 
thefe lait warres ) is declared that the Preer 

. | Minors conuerted thofe teritoryes , Cityes, 


reape glory where they never had fowne, for 
this is particular to this Order that alwayes it 
addi&ed it felfe rather to aQe anddoe, then 


We: yw. oer. 
e 


to 


But of thofe aétsiothe Indians orof thofe. 


fuller content ia all particulars,you may perule |. 


the FE; Spanish,French, and Latiue , fee alfo Maria- | 


wa Fides actenfa per Fratres Mimoresin Palatinate } 


‘1 Tewnes aad Villages and therfore reprehends, 
ae would enter in to their harueft, to |: 


’ 
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to depredicate theirowne actions in writing, 
no Wayes placing there glory in the mouths of 
men yea hiding ofteatimes that which is ne- 
ceflary, of which the Pfatmitt fpeakes w ‘en 
he fayd O Lord filence not my prayfe for} , 
that che mouth of the deceitfull 1s opened af. - 
gainft me. 7 - Pial. 61, 

Icisnotmy purpofe to declare that after! - 9, 
S. Frame had voderftood by the renelations | chyo,, 
madeto §,Clereand B.Siluciter chat his voca-| 5 ¢ 14, 
tion Was not only te contemplate but by exaple| spy, 
& do@rine to benefit his neighbourhe forth-| 7. 4 yz, 
arith Went to preach & parting his 8. religious | » 5 7, 
(which theo he only had)ia- forme ofa croffe | 
he fent them over the 4.quarters ofthe world 
where they frodtified fo much as rhat when by 
the Saiots defirechey miraculoufly aflembled 
to the Chapter there were prefent so00. \ 
whéce you may gather how much the premé |. 
tioned 8. profited and how many Weréextra- 
&ed out ofthe diuelsiawes , fince that fo many 
were conuerted to this peenitentiall and Apo- 
Rolicall Order. ) , | 

In theexpedition of this Chapter & Fran-!| Chro.x. 
c# defirous ina more particular manoer tore-' part. 
oew the birth of all mankind departed all the Psjanay 
Chriftian and Pagan Coittries;oftheworldto sb. de. 
his brethreo whofe merites, feruices, and la. Conform 
bours for the exalcation of gods C harch how fr#é.x0 
many &chow preatthey werel remityoutothe €$ 24: 
R & renowned F, Fa. Luke waddings Annales, 
where not only thofe,bae alfo infinite other la- | 

ee ee 


b 
bours 4 
ieee 


¢ 


‘1 Chr.xp. 


bours aad deferts of t!.cirs you may finde re- 
giftred. In the expedition of thé aforefayd 
Chapter the Saracens fell to S, Frases wither 
he repaired with his cempanionsand comiag 
thither he made the Great Soldan ofa Lyé & a 
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woolfe (who would haue giuen before to any 


chat should bring a Chriftians head a great re- 
cempence) ameekelambe graunting licence to 


{| himaod his Compasionsto st the Gofpell 


in his Dominions ,defiring the Saintto pray for 


him , which he did foras S. Antonine of Flos | 


rence reports he was baptized by his religious 


after the Saints departure, of wh6 God hauing | 


ordained that he should not only be alight ro 
the Gentiles but alforenew hislife and the me- 
mory of his paffion ia the hearts of the faith- 
full, hererurned into Europe where in Ieal 


vpon Mounte Aluerneon the feaft of the Exal-| | 


tation of the Croffe, it pleafed out B. Sauiour 
tomake himremarkuble by the impreffion of 


hisfacredwoundes which withexceffiue paine| | 


for 2 yearestill his death he bore vifibly in 
his body,but omitting thofe Magnalta Des as not 
ablenor Worthytodepredicatethem. Ie shall 
{uffice me,to exhibite in a tr§fitory view fome 
generall notions of this Order, fele&ed our of 
the Chronographicall Table which Vitelss de 
AlgeXira by the approbation of Malderus 


Bishop of Actwerpe published 1626, 


_ Ia this there are rekoned 27, Canonized 
Saints which is much both forthe time of ehe 
Order, and alfo for the difficulty of Cannoni 


eAtioNn 


. pr Raye a atte eet a 
-— « cs 4 


~ 


t 
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ration Which not ldg before S.Frascw his time's 
waswied wich fueh ftreicht and rigorous exa- 
mination:bue before the Bishops , and Prelats, 
of cae placesapprobarlé of theirsaQiy (ufficed, 
Of beatified 606, & of Confefloursrenowned! 
for Santtity aod Miracles 6s0.bucwhardoth | Rap ow, 
he fay 1650. finceaccording tothe allegation she | 
of Rappeoeus.The Prince of the Canonifts beging 
D. Navarre, and. Viocent-the ornament of °f o# 
the Dominicans, affirme that there neede no Chron. 
msracles to canomZe the prefefeurs of the Rule of 
the Freer Minors, who by the fele ebseruance of 
thesr Rule may with out feare (fay chey)be peb- | Note 
lished for Samies , 1 fo much as a Pope ded fay . 
sf be ded tawneniXe shofe Which were fasmtes of thm 
Order, st wast beboofull be should regifter inthe 
rele ef $8. all thofe which remaswed in the Obfer- 
wancaef sheir profession and thatthe See poftolsque 
wesld bane emplosnsent enough therinonly,and shat 
there Would nos be/uffictens dayes the yeare to gine} 
emery owe but dae honour apa’t. To wit bo great 
is the perfeQion of this Euangelicall Rule di-} ~~’ 
ated to S, Framcen by Chrift lesme Matter of 
perfedtion,as it not oaly placeth his Obferuers 
affuredly in heaué, but it alfo eleaates them to 
a moft eminent degree of glory: as theteftimo- v.Teom 
oy of our allel mmaculate Virgia our B.Lady| soy 
to Robert Maidftoo Bishop of Hereforde(re-| 4.4 
lated by W adding )coofirmes: for as you may) juryebe 
reade in that Author when our Lady had Resco 
shewoe him ia 2 vifioa all the manfions of persica 
glory correfpondent to every ones ftate, atlaft| Ly, 


shee 
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shee shewed him the F. Minors immediatly 


woier hir fonnerelling him shat. Chri lowed 


them marethenm anay otiver, for that they bad per- 
_| fectly smesrated bes fe, Ani w.eth all exhorted 


him for the greater fecurity of his (aluatien to | /. 
make himfeite a member of that Order which | 


ne did afterwards relinquishing his Bifhop- 

prike,as aifo did many other grand perfonages 

in chat k:ogiomeas namely Cloptome Lord 

cheife Iuftice of England,the Lord Lile, the 

Lord Abot of Abingtoa, the Abot of Ofne. 

to a Word not only feculars but alfo religious 

Harfila, namcly Benedi@:nes , Augaftines , yea and 
smui'é | Carthafians(as the Ecelefiafticall hiftory of 
fo. %ec- | England witneffech,) howed vato it: fo great 
ham. | was cheeftimatid of this Order there ,and fo 
Freers | perfeta conformitie it was iudged to hawe 
9 Bel apich Chrittand the Apoftles life the paterne 
gland Jand Rule of difcerning the eminency in perfe- 
called | ion: asthat EF. Minorsthere were ftyled and 
the OF | called for many yeares by the name ofthe Or. 
der of | der of the Apoltles. Of Martyrs he nambers 
the Apo gin, although indeed they are innumerable: 
W add. ,Abot loachim with a Propheticall (pirie fore. 
om.te “told many things of §.Dominike and $,Fran- 
mareirs | cis asalfo of t'e:r Orders:fpeaking of che FF. 
4p | Minorsand recounting a many Countries they 
Wad- | chontd paffe into at lait fayeth that a greae pare 
ding u™ | ofthem should goe to heauer by Martyrdome 
“ML. land indeeditisa ching fo proper and frequent 
to this Order as that when S. F raness (though. 
: te paffed to the Saracens Country tothatend, 


| . ok | howbeie 
: . | L . 
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howbeit God ordained for him a farre more | 
glorious Martyrdome to wit to beare thefa-| 
cred and dolorous wounds of le/ae Chri? }whé| Chrom 
he heard the aewes of fome of his Brotiers| som, x, 
miffionized to Moreco to haye beaeputto| — 
death, he fayd he thanked God that now he 
had 5 irue F.M:nors, and it is a condition pro- = 
pofed publik-y to thofe thae will profeffe this 
Rule , that it occafié presécs it (clfe, whither 
they Would be ready to vndergoe Martyrdome 
of no? to which if they anfwere affirmatively 
the Superior gives kim his profeGd. Whéceit 
‘ispow6 Jer ifatthe breach with theapotolical ee 
See made by Kiny Henry the 8. that not one, a 
buc all che obferuant Freer Minors in England | 7°*“" 
| (Omenes ad voum(aith Alanne Copus ana Surin) ferf 7. 
were perfecuted aod as D. Sanders relates were Sl : 
all put out of their Monafteries before the| °’¢°4 
leaft perfecution was raifed againft any other mane 

Orders: andat one timeabout 200° W-rein| 7” 
Loodor prifons when as by a!l humble fuppli- ps ; 
cations, efficacious and conuincentarguments a 
‘they could cot peaceably maintaine the vni6 of | } - 
' England with the Church of Rome , andre. a oft 
gaine the King whom they fo honoured,and feu 
| whom the King before his reuolt (aoued by| *”,"° 
the example of His Father Henry the 7. ho He 
: for his fingular deuotion tothe Order builded | *°"* 
: and ereét=& for them 6. Monatteries)asthat he r 
see themto be the fpirituall diretors and{ "* 474 
| Ghoftly Fathers both to himfelfe & hisQueene| 7 
| Margaret of the 3. Orderof S. Francis from fied ws 
EEE 5 URE IRE hoe ache | 
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S srine 
sn Com, 
de rebwe 
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a 
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‘cauie publickly in theis fermons impugoed it 
—— a alfo thofe who for worldly ends adulato- 


: ns 


move 
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| 


forvesfer 
bse perfe 


cusses 
again(t 


shePreer 
shen any 


others 


the Bow- 


chier, 


The Ke- 
clefiafts. 


cail Pre 
latsthe 
Order 


bath af |° 


forded 
the; - 
Church, 


whom he would havebene disorced : which , 
defigne when by the premeotioned meanes the 
Frecrs could not hinder complyiog with heir 
obligations towards Ged in fo necefaiy a 


oe {moothed wp the King in his pretéee: 
for which caufe King Henry the 8 put fo ma- 
ny of them to death partly publickly partly by 
poifosieg them and {mothering them with 
the lothiomefilsh in thedungeoos in as that 
hauing conhdered well their eandideand pore 
good intentions towards him and alfo the 
rounded motiues on which they founded thé. 
Ptuge singenioufly confefed at the houre of 
his death that his proceedings towards the 
Francifcaas more greiued him then all chat he 
had done arainft other Orders ,as witneffeth 
Thomas Bouchier ( fometin.es io great grace 
with Queene Elizabeth) io his Ecclefaiticall 
Hiftory of thofe Martyrs pafflons. 
Ofthofe whole worth and merites hath 
aduaneed to Ecclefiafticall prelacy:6, Popes, 
12. Patriarkes , 57. Cardioals, 128, Arch 
bishops, 90. aa Hieropimus Romanus 
afGirmes ti:acthere are not4 brshoppriksin all 
thedominions of Spaine which hath not had 
a Freer fortheir Bishop. Yea as Lamcredi. 
bly informed by a man of quality,one Cduent 
of Salamanca in Spaine within ¢ efe 3. yeares 
hathafforded 8 Freerswhiehl fay within thefe} 
3. yeares Wereall ssa Bishops; 


r 


Of Apoftolicall Legats and kings Embaf- 
fadours for to negotiate Eeciefafticall affaires 
for che Churces conferuation and exalta- 
tion are oumbred 270. ' . 

Of great perfonages which baue adorned \perjows 
chis Order or rather hath bene adorned byits 5046, |. 
eminency:as Welto this purpofe faith the moft | ilin fire. 
illuttrious Cardimall Treto in his Epiftle: ‘ted by 
prefixed toS. Frawen his works. Where having 42, Gp. 
vetered many rareaud excellent ebfogs ofS.; 4,, Lom 
F races.& his 3.Order:in the end hefayth:what | thassbey 
need many Words? isnot the gray or ashco- | oa b/e39 
lour habit of 5, Franc truly purple wher- 

| with either regall or Cardioall Excellé.y may 
be adorned? that is truly purple which Cariits 
blowde hath figned and the beleife of his pa(fid. 
i bath dyed , & Which infteed of Cosh S. Francs 
with hisowne bloud flowing from his (acred 
| ground hath fcarlefied and died red? isthe 
i humility of Chrift fernitude?&c.offuch orand 
perfonsI fay are counted 2.Emperours 4 Em- 
preffes, 20. Kings amongft whom was King |! 
| Lohn of Armenia who was Soueraigne maifter 
'¢o 24. crowned K ings vader him of whom the 
| Poes Sang 


Great 


Arminia wonders at their King of Royall feede 

| Caflsng dovwnes feepter and cladin §. Frances 
Weede,  * 

| Of Queens 20. the fonaes and dau phrees of 

: Kiogs s5,2.Archiduke,7. Princes,20. Dukes, 

34° Marguiffes, of Counts 85. of Archidu- 

| | ~ G3 cheffe 
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\etSchole neral ofthe Realilts ,and Mafier voto S. Bone. 


great 


facile of mea and boyes, and that not Grammer. for] 
{be OF- | Which therare Pedagogs enongh everywhere) 
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cheffes 1. of Princefles 7. of Duchefles 46. 
Marquifles 26. Countefles, 32. Sonnes.and 
daug: ters of fuch Nobles 568. of Inquifitors 
wiichconferues Religion,and reprefleth the 
licentious/iberty ot Hereticks broaching new 
paradoxicallacd damnable opinions are reko- 
Ing wifi- ned 84.without counting thofe whichare Or 
tors. dinartiy from the yeare 258. at Spoleto, Ful- 
ginia Reate, Florence, Venice, Ragutio,Iftriz, 
Bofex and Da'matia.Of famous writers io di 


Famcse | VETS fciences,which haue bene burning lamps | — 


Doctors, | of W {dome extending their luttre ouer the 
whole werld more then 880. amongft whom 


wherethethree foiders of Schoole Diuinity,| — 


The  |\andthattothe Singular glory uf our Natioo 
FKeadert | 441 English men namely Alexander Hales Ge- 


dswinity ventureand §.Thimas of Aquine, both branches 
English of his schoole,2-John Duafcot Author of the 
, Formalifts ;. William Ocham Prince of rhe 
Nominals fchoole, W hofe merits and commé- 
daticns are tobe prized according to the va- 
freskible benefit of divinity brought to that 
Methode and perfeGion by them which all 
Prelats & Paftours yea the WhofeC hurch doe 
aborndantly expertence o 
The great compaffeandextent ofthe Order 
| cOprifeth + 8 r.Prouinces.31.Vicaries fchooles 
‘inthe Indies toteach net boyes only but alfo 
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Chrift and his Apoftles who are neuer reade to} 

naue taugit boyes Grammer:T he difciple is 

perfect if-he imicare his Matter and according 

to our Malte: Chri/ tefusthe difciple is nota. 

bouethe Mafter,Of Conuents their are num — 

bred 9336 of Religious of this order(omitting 

the Tertiarses of S. Frances which are innume |_ 

rable) the la(t Generall chapter at RomeAna. 

1625. every Prouinciall giuing vp the.number 

of the Br. & Fat which weré incheir Prou.) 

there were oiibred 283793. Info much that 

1a the time 0: Calixt’ the 3. Pope of that name 

145s. inehe raigne of Frederickethe 4.The 

Generall obliged himfelfeto giue the 30000. : Roderse 
Freers ifthey would make holy warre againit : quezse.a 
the Infidels and Pagas maintaining the Q tires | Vbsjup, 
withas many more &c, Exhwsus Ordsnu Soda- | 
lnso Saith Roteciquez vrs per celebres exertisfant,) 

gus CF fancistare, ES vita imiegritate cums doctrina No Or- 
excellentia corufcarunt:siaurnulla vel frequentter, der fo 
vel ampliow monafisca profefSso spfis Msnoribrs is much 
Ecclefsa babeatur, Seldomd fash M, Antonius empli- 
Coccsws Sabellinsand \ know not whethereuyer fied as — 
I {poke moretrue,no Order or inftitnte of hus F.Msm. 
maine pictie euer had fo great a propagation as Enn,9, 
this one familywhich hach Alled&Poffeffe | che lawhich 
whole world:yeafaich shat pteatGloryofthe ©2%.2. 
Dominicans Granada Tanto abfuit vtaBeato 465. Fr, 
Francifco snfistutus ordo inovia cogente defecerit Ator- 
(Note the fequel) vr 0b boc sp/um fupra omnes a- ding te 
lsos Ovdsnes auliusat dilatatus fers, $e, ine Grana- 
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may therfore piovflybelceuethat God almighty 
Whole coaverfation is with tlofe that are 
fimple,gaue che like bened:&i6 tothe Pacriarke 
S. Francs for hisdouesinnocency as he gawe 
voto the Pacriarke [acob for his gratefull fim- 
plicity (Gen. ay.) lacob wasa fimple man ahd 
dwelcin the taberoacles to Whom (Gen. 28.) 
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God conferred this ble Ting faying thaw shals ‘a 


dsiatedand jpecad from Eaft towest, from North to 
Scwth and all the Tribes of the Earth shalibe bleffed | 


in thy feede,and I Yytll awayes be With yor YWwher- 


focser yaw shall waike, And indeed God could 
not butbe withhim chat hath peopled heaven 


‘| with Saints not onby by the multieude of the 


Profeflours ofhis Order , but alfo of others 
inall Partsof the world, by the induftrious 
labour of him & his childré plucked forth out 
of thet. wes ofthe iofernall devouring Dragé 
and confecrated and wholy dedicatedto God, 
fothatin his feed alleribes wp6 the face of the 
Barth hath bene blefled and made happy: and 
as ic may be fay of §. France (whom fome 
cermes the Second precurfor of Chrifts 2.co- 
mingto Witthe day of Iudgment) there’ Wasa 
man fent from God whofename Was lobn (fo S. 
Francs his nameinBaptifme was lohn,thongh 
afterwards changed not without mifterte) by 


wh6,I meane by himfelfe and. his Order all.}: 


Nations should heleeue & be taught, fo like- 
wife with out offéce may be fayd ofthe Order 
a2 | (ofbim 
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(of him who had as many conformityes with 
Chrift,as was poffible for a creature with his 
Creator) that which 1s fayd of Charifts Church | 
for themanifold grace theria Que/dam dedst, , fal 

A poffeles quefdan Prophetss, &c.to wit, there! 7 
Stood a Queene aches right band ina vefismsemt af 44: 
old , comspaffed wth varsety Co that gry beap-| - 
plied oot vofitly to this Order that shee is 

Cors@ lefwe the King ot Kings his poore Dame 

end Efpoule, compafled W sth the variery of 
Martyrs, Doors, Confeffors,and Apottoli- | ‘ 
callmen &c.as alfobythe multiplicity of fa- 
milies,to wit Conuentuales, Obferpantines, 

and Capucines, seweffed wash gold, thatis with ‘ 
ardent Charity, for the abondance of which; F.M- 
towards God & their neighbour fo effeAually | mars fy. 
demonftrared this Order by the Church isin. | Jed by 
aefted with thecitle of Seraphicall: and though | she 

all Orders haue theirproper Ornaments and | Chureb 
malciplication according to thar (2.4.0f Vuws.) | the Sera 
Pulchra (unt omnia tabernacula Lacob qua fxn’ phicall 
Dems quaf Cadres prope aquas, for Godisthe Order, 
founder ofallreligious Orders sp/e fundanst $$ | Ail Ur- 
multiplicauss eos, €$e, Yerby the way ofexcel. ; dersbash 
leacy faith Rodeciquez the Church fiogech of | thesr 

no otherOrder,ehat which it fingeth of $.Fra- | prope 
cto Wit Dens qui Ectlefiam tuam Brats Rranci[-s| Excel 
merit fate mona prolse amplificas (Fc. For pot | @* yr 
onely inthe beginning it fpread it felfe & pro-| EX¢.37. 
duced worthy perfons and pillars of the | Psesas, 
Chorch,but as Hreremymas Plates the Lefuite | t.2.6.30. 
faith wes only tbat Age whertn this Order fprung ° 
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up , Was wonderfully ewlightned and helpers by 
st, but st hath ewer firengthned and vpbeld the 


{Church of God sheje 376. yeares which i bath 


continued fince the fitft begining, & indeed if wee 
confider impartially whae this Order hath 
done inthe Indies, ia the C onuerfion of Gen- 
tiles in the con(eruationof the holy Land & 
the fepulcher of our.B. Sagiour, wrherof they 
only are Guardians and: keepers, with many 
labours and the fpilling of much bloud io the 
Turks Countryes, as alfo the great oppofition |. 
they have made againft the Churehs enemies, 
not only by writings but alfo with the loffe} 
of their liues,in France, the low-Countryes, 
Germany , England,Scotlandand Ireland &e. 
you will affirme with Grauiaus the Domini- 
can a Dofor in Diuinitie that $: rence his 
Order doth as much now flourish in her old} 
age asshee did ia her youth and rft feruour.& 
here by the way,! ca not bit greatlyadmire the 
wifdome of Gods prouidence that as Martia, 

Luther by preaching all carnali liberty and 
impugning all mortifications of the body and 
humiliations of our felfes, peruerted many 
weake foules:fo did he raifé vp an other Mar- 


| tin,to wit de Valétia of the family of the F, Mi- 
1 oorsRecolledts of SiFrac# ,who about the fame 


time by divine prouidence fuperadded vnto 
the Rule many ftreighe and auftere Cd fticutibs | 


'. foflife, by which they conferued , conuerted | . 


and regained morefoules to God ,then the He- 
retikes by cheir lieentious Gofpel liberty (as 
en re ie 


nema e 
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they cearme it)peruerted and withdrew. So 
this Order aluvayes enlargeth ftrégeneth &fup-| 
porteth Gods Church by the Exaple of S.Fraz-| 
| c#their Generall, of whom the Ornament of 
| Cardinales Baronius, Depofeth inthis maner 
| (God compationating the miferies of this la- 
_ mentable world ,and fully decreeingto repaire 
| and wphold his Church declining worfe and 
; worfe,and even falling by the deprawed Jifti- 
i pline of maners, Framed in the fornaee ofthe| 
| holy Ghoft, this A poftolicall ma Fracis,asa new 
| farre co diffipate the darke cloudes offinne 
| aod error,) W hence Hen: ab Vrimaran Augu- 
| ftine Saich that S. France had three beames by 
| Which he illaminated the whole world &c. & 
that of him is verified chat which is written in Sorm.3. 
| Ecc 43- Troplscster fol exurens montes radses| dos, | 
| yuck, cxuflans CF refulgens.For faith he,by the} Francs, 
' beame of Do@rine, he difpelled ignorance, by 
| the beame of Example he banished negligence 
‘from the Tepide and shouggish: and by the 
, beame of Miracles, he wanquifshed obftinacy 6 Lis 
| and obduracy. Wherfore fiance this Order is fo aoe. 
i fertile afoile & hath fuch an excell&e {eedmi as he a 
| Was S.Fremcw with what temerity cao any. - £8. 
tone either dire&tly or indireAly villifye this As —" 
. Rate,or detraé&t from the profeffors thereof P 
| efpecialy fince (as Nechelas III. Pope pro-| “2 
° bu Com 
pounceth.) They are the profeffors of that holy paged 
Rule Whsch ts founded inthe Enangelicall Worde, ; ange f 
| ausbewtscated by the Example of Chrifisisfe, and ra. she Rul 
! sified by she (beeches and adtesof she Apofles,foune oi 4 a : 
H a dasians| der, - 
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dastons of the milsant Church Shas ht swith Ged 
) Therm. '‘(howlocuerCarnall libertines efteeme therof) 
? prefssom a pure and Lraular Religion, Which defcending 
of she = rey the Father of light delsseredverbalyand cxam 
° | fegevass plary to she Aposter bythe Sonne, and finaliy by 
iss the [the holy Ghoff sm/prredand reucaled to S. Francs 
[cal of | ord bs followers barb the ref smeonsall of the Whole 
Gods ap : Irsnsty and shes se 0s tha: wach bythe atteffatso of 
propassd | S.Pawl No man hereafrer anght te molefi(to witby 
of the | malice or pesfecurib) feesmgChriff by she Hegmats 
Order, | 6] 53s pafstenhath confirmed 1,1 makeng sts Lnfis- 
; butor remarkable by she figuets bis pafssen, The im- 
prefié of which Rigmats called by Bod/armesme 
o | fe74™ omnum maxsnum ac fingulare €§ qual 
prediginm omusum prodyuram, The Church 
highly honours with an anniuerfary foiemnity. 

By this (Pious Reaier} you mayeafily & 
how great a Favorite of God S. Céares Initra | 
Gor was, pointed vadoubtedly out by S Iobm in 
his Apocalips (as moft evidently demonftrats 
5 Vicounte Montague ef pious memory tn his 
Epiftle prefixed to his Tranflation of fesn: 
sys | Frames his life) whé he (aid I /. wae orher Angel 
“(to wit S. Frances an Angelicall man ferthee- 
- mioency of his vertues) a/cendsng from thersfing 
A of the jowne (to wit like an other morning 
foane continually waxieg more refplcndent, 
illuminating by himfelfeand hisfollowersthe 
Whole vniuerfe) bawsng she figwe or smage of the 
/ | tsusng God(to wit, for fo greata conformityas 
Wascompatible with the limitav'6-ofa Crea. 
ture to his Redemer le/us Chrif (as wel 
eek demonftrates’ 


@ 
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of S. (lave. 61) 
demOftraresBart.Pifan.in a whole booke ethat | 
ergome:) Wee may alfo feehow" ductoS, Fraces | 

as Was faydia the beat ig,isthe tithe of Repasres | 
of Gods Courch, All winch uregor.g. to zternalize = 
and perpetuate the memory of che S.hath con- 
frmedbya Funerall monamér on S. Frances his 
fepulcher,whichI wil here iubferibe asa finall 
claufezif frit I (atiffie the interrogatory Which 
Come make, to wit hew could 8, Fravess and 
hisOrder be {uch great pillars of GodsChurch, 
When they feeme tobe fimple and poore,ha- 
| nig neither riches wealth nor power?Grauia® | - 
the Dominican tn2. parte of his Vox Twtaris \~ 
€,44.a0.Wereth wellthis queftid whéhe faith, | - 
that amoog other MiraclesGiod hath wrought: 
‘chat is moft emiaenr,that hefubduedthe world 
jandthe wifdometherofby a few fimple men, 
'fobythe Freer Ainers, he contoundes the va 
inity and pompe of che world Conjder (faith be 
lout of S. Paul) sot macy powerfull, or sedbte 
| according to the flesh, but God chofe the weake of rhe 
world so confound she ftrong and the. sencsie | 
and contemptible and the things Wish are s0f | 
| 99 destroy the shings whuhave: for Which S, Paws 
| gives this reafon thar atl flesh ‘may not Gis-y,at 
| tribuciog to humainforces which isto be gud 
'to God. And indeed God 1s not charged anibe 
_courfe by which he now conuerted the New 
‘world America then aaciently he did the 
Olde.as well obferueth Plarus 4 Candide Aw.| 
: shor okt he lefuits!. 2.c.30. Who inthe fame} 
worke,‘ayesthat the Francifcas not only pro. 
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moted the finding our of it, bue were the firft 
Conuerters of it, -whom aifo in the fame 
chapter he affirmes,to haue bene the firft of | 
the Baft ladies alfo. To fpeake much inafew 
Words faies G oofaga Bishop of Mantuawhas 
foener labours su the £aft indies for g0. conunual 
yeares es:her 10 Curing the smmproe or in conmerting 
the Infidels or s inflrudting the Cathecumsis , or 
sultswating she reconciled , ether in ihe admic 
mistratson of she Sacramexts or sn the exerci(e of 
other Charitable works that all lay ‘upon |the] 
shouldversof the Francs{cans ( Hi/?, Seraph.p, 4, fo 
that the iyce was broken by them dimedium 
factsquibenecapit haber, Whichalfois farther 
confirmed out of T urfelineche Jefuite/. 2. vite 
Turfe- | 5+ Lauer. Nulls/quippe sm tera Indsa tune evans 
linein & | Pelteto prater eos quos dixt Frascifianes qus Chri- 
Xaver, |fPiana res sauatant operam, And by the way to 
iifela, | omit how thefe lefuitesare to be accorded ,for 
Platus lets into the Ealt Indies che Domini- 
caos,and Auguftines before the lefuites which 
Tarfeline denies ,faying that there were noacin 
all che Indies bute Francilcas before S, Xeucrins 
his Arrivall ; to omie this I fay you mutt note 
bythe way char when Ie(yites writes ynder S, 
Xauier his piGure as any other-where ope- 


| flolas Indiarune $c. or Effigees B. Xauery que 
| primus € Socserate fidensin \ndsam inwexit, You 
muft know they doe not waderftand,chae he 
was the firft Conuerter of them,or that he was 
firtt abfolutely of all Ordersthat carried the 
light ofthe Gofpel into thofe partes , no bur 


that 
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‘hat among many of the Society, that haue la- 
boured there ,he wasthe firft Ie(uice, and ther. 

fore with relation to themfelues be may be 

fayd the firft which isfpoken feaft any should 

thirke that they (Who dire& all ad Masorems} -°— 
DerGloriam } may Not be thought to arrogate | 
tally, or zquiuocally chat which #7 Domimo 
others may glorie for feeingtherfore won eft f.s- 
csendavu according to S, Aultine sm verbs, vbs 
confat de snrentsone,aod it is manifeft according 

to the teRtimonies of Platue and Turfeline 

both ofthe Society of the moft holy name of 
lefeosthat che Fracifcans wereGods firft inftru- 
meotsiothe converfion of the Indians, none 

ought to tafke them ofanyiniury,they neither | 
intended or have dene , io fuch or the like 
writiogs . God therfore vachangeable in the 
courfe forthe cOuerting thenew & old world 
as he chofe the Apoftles poore and fimple : 
men ,for the firft conuerfion of the old world, 
fo for the firft fubdoingtlhenew worldtothe 
yoke of Chrift he eleéted the B, Minors mea! 
of an inaocent fimplicity and deftitute of all) 
humane power, Confiteor tsbt Pater Domsne cw- 
ls OF serra, quiaah{condsfts hac a fapientibas €9 | 
prudetsbae(opinione propria) €9 rewelafisca par- | 
seule (rebustcporalibys vel fenfu malitiz:) The 
fecond reafon why the Freers ftate isfo pro | 
per to frudific,is drawne out of S. Chrifo- 
ftome andie refi-&ech vpon the menthat are: 
tobe holpen who are mare mowed by exiple! 
of life chen wordsalone . And here we {peake' 


fot 
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| not of what may be,bur what is more forcible 


| cularly to Obey the Pope,and their fuperiorus 


“ 
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to periWade and winne peoples hearts. For 
who can make any doube, but that people) 
wt] eafer beleeue that a man fers all humane 
things at naught, if they fee him indeed con. 
temne them, then if ourwardly they feeno 
fuch thing by him, though 1 wardly in his; 
minde he be fo difpofed,wuich men cannot | 
koow becaufe they can not dive into the fe-| 
crets of our hearts? buclet vs heare what the 
Golden fpoken Father $,Chrifoftome fpeskes | 


tothispurpofe Hom. 46. inMasttk, Iftwelue. 


men, (ath he ,were able to conuertthe whole 

world,thiok with yourfe'ucs, how great our | 
w.cked-esis, who cannot reforme our owne | 
fabieAs , being fo manic of vs ,that we mighe | 
(uffife forten oreleuenthoufand worlds. You 
wilfay,the Apoftles wroughe miracles. But ie 
wasnottheit miracles, which madethem fo 
much admired. For many finners did caft out 
Diuels aud wrought nofuch effe&ts, but were 
punished, W hacw’.sit thea Wrich madethem 
(o great?the contempt of money, the defpifing 


of hosour, the abita:ning from all buGineffes of | 
this life ; "Hf they had not had thefe things, 


though they had raifed the dead, they would 
not only not hawe holpen any bodie , but bene 


+ efteemedf{educers. Thus farre S-Toha Chry- 
foftome moft properly to the commendation]. | 


of theF.Minors ,whoas they are moft eminent 
in the wow of Ohedience as promifing parti- 


in 
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inal things which arenot finnefull & agaiaft. 
their Rule;fo doethey (urpafle in poverty, not 
only relinguishiog dominion and propriety in 
particular as all other Orders doe, but making 
a perfe& renuociation in common alfo, con 

tenting them felues with the bare vfe of things 
with out avy propriety. And this to theend| 
thae being wholy abftra&ed fromm‘ errene af 
faires they the more ftri@ly be waited with 
God and haue their cenuerfation in heauen, as 
alfo for thelowe oftheir neig*bour, abando- 
ning all demioion thatthey may haue no ian. 
clings or law faireswith them,remouir gall oc 

cafions which may effeét any breach of 
charity, with grofide being laid in them felues. 
Tellme I pray canany man better exhortean 
other tothe loue of God, thenthey that have 
giueo fo evidest ¢téftimony therof by relin: 
quishing all for hisfake? can any one better 
incite one to the obeiflance of che fupreme 
Paftor and other Prelats, thea a F. Minor 
who without Prefidentbeforethem hath par- 
ticalarly obliged himfelfe cherefito by a fourth 
vow ? Canany moreforceably perfuade one 
to imitatt the pouerty of Chrift(who faith 
choagh, the birds have their oefts and foxes 
their dennes yet the fonne of man hath noe 
wherwith all co shelcer himfelfe ) then a F. 
Minot who appropriates neither houfes or any 
ching acall much lefle feekes after wrealeh and 
riches, who is chis ?rell me whois this? and 
wee wWillextolle him to the heauens for "Al 
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hath done wonders in his life, And this ad. 


mirable contempt of riches feemed fo flange 
to the Indians,as itwas a fingular motive of 
cheir coouerfion as hath bene {aid in the afore- 


‘|going chapter. Who is he chat can bester ine 


cite one to che aufterites aad mortifications of 
che body,that according to S.Paul the life of 
Chrift may be manifefted in vs:then the F. Mi- 
nors that are cladde in fakloth or poore coa- 
temptible habits, naked in there feet,hard ia 
their lodging ,in their diet aufter, often falting 
and praying night and day? Who can better 
propofe vato their Auditorie,the Humility ef 


Cbrif lef then F. Miaors , whieh in aoemi- | 


nent degree voluntarly mifprize,aad humble 
themfelues wheoce Innocent the 4. writing 
tothe Bulgarian king telles him ehat before 
all other he hath made choyle of F. Minors 
for that he iudged they would be more bencfi- 
ciall to him, ia regard they were followers 
and imitators of Chrifts humility, Ia a 
wotd who can more effe&tually preach any 
euangelicall Precept or Counfel gither for the 
purchafe of virtue or extirpation of vice then 
whofe profeffion and life is to obferue theGof. 
pel? but fach arethe F. Minors Regula €9 vita 
Minors Fretris‘heceft {csl, Domini noftrs Lela Chrsfts 


{ Exangelium obferuare,ex (ap... Regula €§ vlts- 


mo(eeing therforeaccording to their parterne 
and matter Chri? le/se,whoas wholy writte 


recordes, begane to docland teach: they frit} 


ptactife in themfelfes and then preach, que 
. ftionleffe 


5 
t 
\, 


,- 


ftionleffe they wil bepgreatin the kingdomeof 

beauen Qws faces €F docethic Magne vocatsturin | 

Reguo calerum for the harueft of maoy foules : 
® 


plebss aWormeand no man and the contempt 
of the people? Minor leffer yee is heaslitleas 
he thatfor Gods fake renounceth all propriety 
in particular,though notin Common. Minor 
and fom infinitum With out limite in an humble 
defcent gusensm (ehumiltat exaltabstwr he that 
foxcinorizes him/elfe shal highly be preferred: 
this is the path their example ard Mafter 
Chrifl lefes trode of whom faint Paul gus eft 
| qusafcendst fs ES qus defcendst who is he that af. 
cends, to wit aboue all the heauens to glory 
| bue he that defcéded is minorifed and madein- 
‘ ferior as itwere tothe Angels, whichbein 
| fo Dowsnicus Granina(Patrone of Religious an 
| paragon Defender of the faith of this age) in 
| his booke called Vox surteris worthyly faith 
| charthe F. Minors profeffion,is altsfima , celos 
i granfst, par Angels cf , dngelica fimailis puritats 
| and then 19 392. page hanea recounted as a 
| ching worthy of admiration ehat che Turkes io 
| Paleftine doth nourish aud mainraine diners 
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Conuests of this Order , to wit in Mouate 
Sion, Ierufalem et the holy fepulcher , in 
Bethié,in the Valley of Jefaphat at Nazareth, 
Mounte Olivet, Bethawia and at Iordaine, io 
fine he attrrbutesthis fingular prerogative va- 
co them forthe perfe& imitation snd coofor- 
mity they have with Chrifts life let vs heare 
him {peake himfelfe , fiftly ond comgruently 
| (faith he) forthe holy Lande our Lord hath elected 
the Seraphscail Freers feng that ibebely land s the 
houfe of God and Porte of heanem, sherfore st # 
bch: falist should bane fach Minsffers or fernants 
which in name aud deep doe smitate the Celeftiah 
ardent Seraplhims, the custody of she crsibbe Where 
Chrift was poorely borne 1 due and aggreable to 
thofe who profes pouerty sm the br heft degree. 
The poffefsom of she fepwisher with other places 
where :be tyonders of hriff works are recorded was 
to be deputed te the Order of b:min whofe fle.b 
| weresmprinted chz Sisgmsass of Chrift cruufied, sn 
Mounte Olsuet and the Valley of \ofapbat ,houfes 
were to beafsigned sothem Where he shah hanein a 
reaiines tne peore to sudge the twelue Tribs cf tfrael, 
fesng aifo we reade thatthe poore shail twdee, Thus 
he & leaft peraduéture you may thinke he doe 
| exeede where he makes them pattakers of the 
iudicatory power for their prefent voluntary 
pouerty: haue though | good to confirme 
the fame prerogative by the authority of many 
Fathers Sasst Gregorté NuXsanzexn inhis O 
ration againft Iulian the Apoftat, amoug other 
, praifes ofa Monaftical life , reckoneth alfo, 
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| thaethey are to fit vpon T hrones toiudge. S. | 


Hserome in a certainoe- Epiftie of his fayth: Ieis | 

| proper to the Apoftles and Chriftians to offer | : 
‘them feluesto Gad, and cafting the mies of aa 

| cheir powertic with the widdow into che 
Treafurie of the Church, to deliver allthe 

| fabftaace whieh they had to our Lord; and fo 

, deferueto heare: Yom shall fit vpen throwes tud-; ' 

'£img the swelue Tribesof lfracl. S. Auguffts(an 

| #pproued and fure Authonr) fayth the fame: 

' (They that have not followed (fayth he) thae 
great and perfe& Counfel of Perfe@ion, o 

' Selling all, and yee keeping chemfelues free 

| from damnable crimes, haue fed wur Saviour 

| in thofe that are huogrie, shal not fie on-high 

‘to iadge with Chnft Neithec muft we thioke 

| that heavenlie Benehand Court shal have bue 

\ewelve Iudges to fit, but by the aumber of 

‘ewelue,the whole generalitic is exprefled) for 

| whofocuer (aitS.Gr.{purred-oa with the loue 

| of God, shalfleaue his pofle(Bds, shal doubtles | 

| obtaines high feate of ludicature, coming asa 

iTpdge together with the ludge, becaulein 
confideration ofthat Indgemeoe he puaished 
himfelfe here by wolitariePouertie.Vencrable 
Bede (an approved & learnedAnthor)is not to 

' be omitted. He difeourfing of this promife of 
our Sauiour inS. Matshew, of whiehhe had 

| @ ten fpoken, fayth ‘inthis manner: A ivf re- 
ward, that they, who for Chrift contemned 

bere the glorie of humane preferment, should 


| cherebe glorifyed by Chrift, fie as Tuges in {pe- 
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cial: commiffion with him, Aad lee no mao 


thioke thae oaly thetwelue Apoftle shalthen | 


‘be ludges, becaufe, after the falof Iudas.S, 


| Matthsas Vas Chofen ian his roome:as there be | 


not only twelue Tribesto be iudged: forels 
the Tribe of Leas, which is the thirteenth, 
shonld (cape vaiudg:d; and S. Pss/, Who is 
the thirceenth Apoitic , should be deprived of 
his place of ludicature; wheress he fayth: Doe 
you net knw thet we shalsudge tbe angels? For 
we muft know thatalthey, that according to 


had,and followed Chri, shal come with him 
as Iudges, asal man-kiad is to be iudged. For 
becaufe by the oumber of Twelue in holie 
Scripture the generalitie is ofter. fignifyed, 
therefore by the cwelue Seates ofthe Apoitles 
the gencralicie of all them that shaligdge and 
bythe tweluc Tribes of Ifrael the generalitie 
of them thae thalbe iudged, is exprefled wnto 
vs.)O favour of familiaritie! O heigh of ho- 
sea O priviledge of confidence! O preroga- 


tine of perfc&t (ecuritie! S. (Bermar, /er.quibs-|. 


bitas) Happie is the voluntarie Pouertie, my 
| Lordlefu, of chofechac haue forfakea al, and 
followed thee. Doubrlesa moft bleffed Pouer 
tie, which makeemen fo fecure, yea foglo 
tious in that fo hideousa diffolution of the ele. 
ments, fo feareful acrial of defers fo doubeful 
an expeAtation of iudgeméc. )W hich priviledge 
as you may read iathe Cronikles of the Freer 
Minors by God was grauntedtoS. Francw and 


‘his 


theexample of the Apofties, have leftal chey 
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ws Order. , 
Pardon me (Gentle reader) iffhate curti: | 
lizedthe Maiefty of this Order and exhibited | 
itim fo tranficory a view , for it was ‘neuet my | 
intent to vadertakeio afew pagestodeclare | | 
chat Which masy Authors ia divers volumes | 
though departing there labours (fome for the | 
hiftory of the Gints others for famous acts 
ethers for the deferiptids of Proainces others 
for famous writers &c.) yet wete never able ; 
to atcheiue or ecompafle it. To fome perad- 
venture I may feeme to tedions, but lecthem 
kaow J wasenforced to it partly by the vniuft 
calumpiations of fome whe thinkes that this 
aad other Orders are sautslta terra pondera €S ec. 
(for other Orders they I doubt notbut when 
occafion ferue wi! both celebrate and defende 
themfelues hauing men of rare talents) for my 
part incited by the example of the Pfalmifte 
ia facha cafe who faies Des landem meam ne 
farmer: quia os peccatorss EGF 0s delofi fuper me 
wumeft, though I claime cot the preroga- 
tive of the beft abilities yet I haue endeauo- 
red to put the brightfome light ofthe F, Mi- 
nots from voder the bushel of the malignant 
tongues and penoes who labours to obfcure 
them, and I have defired toplace it onethe 
candleftick chat alfmay ina manners fee their 
good works,and glorife the Father in heaven 
all which § hase performed out of approved 
good authors without difperaging any other 
Order who haue every one their preper ex 
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aie bue only shewing without compa- 


4Tifoo that they have fuch attributes as may 
raske them amongft thofe Orders whith are 
efteemced moft perfe& and beneficiall, without 
denying cuery one in his kinde co be moft per. 
fe&t:parily alfoand principally that it mayap-| 
peare that S.Clare (avhofe hiftory wee now pus| 
SHsh to the view of the World) received hir| 
‘| Rate from {0 high ly digai fied aPatriarke who | 
deferuedly is Ryled the Repairer of Gods: 
Charchas ispemomftrated before and now is, | 
farther congfrmed by the fuserall monument: 
Gregory the g. put. vpontheS. Shrine which 
Ihave put fora finalonclufion of this chap- 
er 


Epitaphiem fepalchri B.P. F raschci. 
V.S C. A, : 
Francifci Romani 
~ Cetfa humilitate confpicui 
Chriftiani orbis falciamenti 
Ecclefiz reparatoris ; | 
Corpori nec viuenti nec Mortuo _s. 
Chrifti Crucifixt plagaram 
Clauorumq infignibus. admirando 
Papa Nove ferurz collacrymans 
Letificans & exalcans 
Tuffy, mana, munificentia pofuit 
Anno Domint M. CC. XXVIIEI. 


fiew XVE. Kalendas Augafti. 
worldeg } Anre Obicum Mortuas, poft obicum vinus. . 

| Repamer | Qeestuor isttera capitales ita explscantur viri Sera- 
of she | phics, Catholscs, A poffosscs Romansvero deter Pra- 
Chard. ciscus,furmmam ergs Romanaw Lec! efame /ubie= 
Bidmem comfantemque erga Romana fidem effectit 


o~ / 


- Of S. Glare, omg 


The institution of the Ordte 
. of Sainte Clare. 


Vx great God who doth tryamph, 
ower Whatfoeucr doth oppofe his, 
power, and is author of Trephiesand 
vi€tories ia heauen, ineatth, aod in hell: hath 
in all times in his, Conquefts madejvfe of weake 
Souldiers, and hath pleafed to make choife of 
Weake things, toconfound the mighty of this 


world; the diuine A poftle, Doftor of the Gen+ | 


isles and difciple of heaven aftenished at fo 
great amiracle, cryed out, The wifdome of 
this world is Rolly before God, he hath 
chofen the foolish to confound the wife, 
as if he would fay , the omnipotent (whofe 
iadgements are inferutable ) hath chofen. 
worldly ignorace,& folly to c5feund the wife 
aod, hath prepared to batele withthe weakeft 
forces, te farmoiit and ouercome the trong & 
mighty: this was manifeft in the holy Apo- 
flés, Race Tefas Chrif our Redeemer for to fur- 
mount the furious and rauening wolues fent 


T,Cor.3 


Maa 


meeke and humble sheepe , whieh to humaine | | 


iudgmeat is maft prepofterous to fend sheep in 
tothe middeft of wolues Heceego muitte-vos, fi- 
cut ones wa medio leperums, but this is the coun- 
fell of our great Captaine, and cheife cene- 
rallehae the conqueft and vi€torie may be at- 


K tributed 


Moe. 
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| eibuted to him, it is I that fend you feare not} 

- Jand itis my pleafure that your weaknes should 
— tbe the inftrument of my glorie: truly thisis the 
Rtrongeft and moft prodigious miraele , fer 
poore fishermen, ignorant, wolearned, not 
grounded in fcience and worldly wifdome, | 
preaching in fimplicity without loftie fabti- 
litie or artificial Rethorick , to convert the 
wifeft and fabrileft Philofophers, and tébring 
yaoder the yoke afChrift the meft Barbarian 


law the greateft Tirants and Potentats of the 
earth: maintaining Gods caufe with moft for- 
cible arguments, maofully denouncing and 
proclaiming the truth to the Princes of the} 
earth , who captiaated by their Preaching ab- | 
tured cheir falfe fuperftition wheria fo mioy 
yeares they had bene bredde,embracing the 
new and voknowne doétrine of thefe A pofto 
licall Preachers the Dinell being compelled to 
yeeld the field tothefe inuincible Champions, 
no longer able tofubfift in the prefence of fo 
great alight, teoke his flight in to rhe cawes 
of horror aod darknes. 
The (ame Allmighty power and wifdome 
* lof Ged is manifeftly declared and moft liuel 
— fferforth in §.Franca, who was humble, de 
pifed ofthe world , without learning acquired 
humaine, or diuiae, his humility wasfo preath 
as he reputed himfelfe che greateft finner inthe 
world , erembling before the face of Gad, paf 
fing whole nights ia the repetition and pan- 


— 


poet oe | _ deratioa 


aod cruell nations fubiugating vaderthedivine| — 
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deration of the eafwing words ; Lord what ar 
shou, and Whas an I, thus annihilating him- | 
felfe incomparifon of God there was not any . 
thing that appeared fo vile and contemptible 
io has fight as himfelfe; ‘for which eaufe God : 
ehofe him to yphold the frame of the militant | 
Chureh which was shakenand ready to fall; 
fo as he repaired many breaches, caufed by the 
batrerie and artillerie of theenemies (urher- os 


: a 


by many foules paffed to the feruice of Satan) 
repairing aod fortifying them with the bull- 
worksand trenches of Saoctitie, Humilicy, 
Obedience, Chattity, Pouerty, and Contempt 
oftheworld, — of | 
Bat more fingularly hath our Lord made 
maoifeft the greatnesofhis pawer when this 
generous Captaine of che Chriftian warfare, 
aot onelyleuied souldiers of his owne com- 
pany, butfoundiag ae) wherethe Allarum 
and trampet, for toeardlle woder the ferujce 
of lefae Chri the weake Feminine fex, (by 
aature timerous,and fearfull,) who now with 
amaoly , and generous courage,doe proelaime 
moft bloudieand implacable warre againg the 
powers of darknes, and the iofernall : 


gons ,andall his cemplices; affranchifing them 
felues from hisferuitude, iofulting ouer him, 
by.aglcrious wittorie tripling him wader foot 
defpicing all riches and voluptuous pleafures, 
co embrace profound homility , ftri& Poverty, 
aa tteritie of lite the abnegation of the will,and 
a life wholy Eaangelicall, 


: Ka Fot 
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For the glorious Paranymph S, Franiss the 

| i ie yeare pias comimandamée of the Crucifix 

7 sais _atS. Damians inftituted an Orderfor Woemen 

Be |in all poiats liketothe Freer Minors, the fame 

a5, -1, |i fubftance, words, and fentenees, except 

(9: tome few points incompatible with their fex, 

the which fix yeares before, replenished with 

‘ {a propheticall fpirit he fortold when with fer- 

Luc  \Norand diligence, be laboured in the repara- 

Wadd, |ot02 of S, Damians Church, Afi? for the lone 

ap par : of Godin thse buslding (faydthe Saint toall paf- 

pi i fengers and beholders) For this Ghurch sbaibea 

7 7. | Monasterie of pesre Dames by whofe life and re- 


1053-905 | 6 she werld, Behold the words of S. Clare in 
herteftament, with greatioyand slisminasion of 
the holy Ghoftbe Prephecyed of'vs, (to WitS. Fran. 
cis) that Which our Lord, Hath (ince fulfilled, for 

The, | fending on the walls of the fayd Church be called 

words | with alowdvoicesn the french tongue om fone poare 


. | Clarein| Church of Si Dansians for there shall come Woemon 
}hersefa | by. whofe life and holy conwerfation our beauenly 
meng | father shallbe honoured inbss whole Charch.w berin 
> yee anay marke the great bounty af God towards us 


of our vocation and cledien and mot only ef-s did 
our holy Rather foretell thefe things bus alfe of thofe 
“Tyyhschowe Lord hath called'us upto, © o> 
Now the firt of this generous enter- 


ee 


Idem an no'sone the beauenly Father shaibe glorsfyed oner | 


offainte | folks therby dwelling faysng coma belp me sn ths | 


-lywho ome of bes abowndant mercy and chatsty ded} 
uouchfafe to. Prophefie thefe things, By bss feruant| 


who bereafter shall be partakers of she vocation, 


prife | 
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prife, Was Clarean honorable Damofell ofthe ' 
the Cytie of Afsis:wm noble by race and extra: | 
&ion, bate more illuftrious aad renowned for | 
her virtues, and heroyicall ads: the elde& 
daughter of S. Frances, Mother of the Reli-, 
gious ealled Poore Claresor Dames of Sai! 
Daman, the bright mirrour of ine y,and {ane | 
City, the magazin,or ftorchoule of a!! viriuc, | 
and perfection, ferving for an exampic to po- 
fterity, beating the way tor many noble foules, 
which by heauensdecree, were te be eatoled 
vnder her lawesand difcipline , confecrating 
their virginity to the heauenly fpeufe, The 
Role whichthe Seraphicall father S. Francs 
gaue vato her was approoued by the foune- 
raine Rishops Innogent thethirdand Alexaa- 
der thefourth. © ; 


The znstitation of the third Order 
Of Saint Francis called the 
Order of pennance. | 


CHAP, IV. 


Fx gloriows and Seraphicall Father 
S, Francs, having iaftituted his filt Or- 
der ofthe Freer Minors, and fooac after | . 
the feeond called the Order of §. Clare, wat 
mueh perplexed in mind: wherfore often im- 
patting this bufines with his moft familiar 


i 


Brethren 


By pray: 
er Wee 
[Peaks on 
God. 


e ee on ae 
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Brethren: he fayd wnto them, my deercft Bre- 
chren, 1 befeech yor to gine me yorer adutfe, W hich 
Were moff conwensent to Gods honour, of thefetwe 
exercices, whether 1s bowld Wholy apply my (elfe to 
prayer, and contemplation, or by preaching to teach 
the sgnorant the way of faluatson , 5m prayer Wee 
[peake se God, weehearchim [peakingto us , and | 
leading aw Angeltcall isfe , Wee conmers wpore ss 
heanen with the Angells then With men upon earth, | 
where ow the contrary in preaching Wee muf? con- 
uerle with Worldisngs , lsning among ft them to con- 
wert themand denounce shetrath unto them , eae { 
ring from them, many vaneand unprofitable shéngs | 
newertheles I beholdbcw our Lerdand Redeemer 
Chritt Iefus who. she fouueraine geodnes the 
Kuleand modelic of diusme Wi/dome) bath taughe 
and denouncedshe dissme doctrine, Wherby be hath 
fawed Soules nedecmed by hu pretions blond; for 
thefe compderations i reqesre your adusfe and comm: 
(ell becassfe eur Lora hath nener wonth/afed to re- 
weale the fame wnsome, motwithflanding 1 hawe 


| dayly foughsst of him W ith much infiance, the Re- 


ligious replyed they were not capable to 
counfell him in this important affaire, the 
humble France withan inhamed Zeale of the 
‘| diuineferuice willed Brother Mace to becal- 
led and fayd voto him. Goes cemppanse of Bro- 
sher Phislip so omr Sefer Clare and bd her from me, 
‘oprefem ber prayers vateGod W5zh all her Sifters 
befeectsng him jo smtimate nto me his Dinsne 
pletfure herem , and fous thence foe uncethe mennt 
‘| Sebafiose /eeke ont Brother Sylucfer ( whem she 

een ee ae 


yo ~~ ys ee -_- 
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jbely Ghofthath made worthy of she dining conimss. | y 
| mecatson, cell bim the (ase from me: | 

‘Brothet Mace hauing executed his commi(fé, | 
| at his returse S. Francis receiued him with 
great charity washiag arn oh aod preparing | 
bimto cat, then he ledde himtoa mountainc, 
falling on Lis knees: his head vacouered and 
his armes extended in forme ofa Croffe, ex- | 
peting the preeept ofhis God and Creator, | 
fayd voto Brother Mace whet is the will and 
pleafure of my Lord lefus Chrif.Brother Mace re-} 


plyed, brother Siuefier falling to prayer recei-| | 


igeda reuelation from heauen, that Godhad noz | 5. Fraw- 
‘called you 10 thse vocation, for your primate profit | &* # 
but that by your predications many fowles planged ss called 5 
! fone might be conuerted unto pennance , Andthe | 77 God 
‘fame was reuealed wato Sifter Clare and thisis | #0°e#° 
! ghe abfoluce wil of God? S. Francis but heating | #¢7# fx- 
ithefe words ofthe will of God and veility of | ¥¢7% 
; his neighbour pronounced, anfwered /et-vsjgoc ; 
smthe name of Ged, Bresher Mace, let ws goe,and 
‘ eransported with fervour of {pirit he prefeatly 
began his way having taken Brother Axgeéo). 
for athird, being now become the herauld of 
i heaaen,the certor of the carth , the trumpet 
| of the Ghofpell, the Patrone of peoanee,and 
‘ confolation to the iuft ,afcourge to fnners, and 
| a profefled enemietovice , proclaiming open 
| Warre agaioft the flesh, che world, the diuel, 
and hell. He knew not whether he went but 
letting himfelfe to be guided by the fpirie of 
|God, he arriued ata towne called Corserto 


ee Re ad 


amile 
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amile diftant from A/S/sum planting the ftand- 
ard ef pennance, there he preached to the 
poeple with great feruor, & edification, from 
| all fides menand woemen, poore and rich 
Lu. gentlemen and hufband men, Bc elefiatticall 
Wadd & fecular flocked for to heare him, beholding 
|adann, himasamaoceme from heaueo, oran Angell 
41421, i the new teftameat fent from God,to teach 
6.13, | heauenly ehings: initruing the igaorant, con. 
uerting finners, and (etting wpa {choole of 
| fanRicy and perfetion, his words were like 
fire penetrating the hearts of his bearers, lea- 
ving themcontrite and penitent , mollifying 
the moft obdurate hearts ; his preaching was 
The | Withoue humaine Rhetorike or Bloquence 
froites \bueche holy Ghoft {pake by his mouth: many 
ofS.Fr. | amongtt them flaying with him to doe pea- 
naace, returned fo more to their houfes;| : 
others would haue forfaken wife and childré,] ; 
houfes and liuingsto follow him, and effe& |; 
his holy counfels; bue the Saint Forbad chem, 
exhorting them to walke vprightly ia the pre- 
fenceaf Gad, keeping his commandemenes 
bringing vp their children and familie inthe 
feace of God shunniog finne and vice: and 
he would not faile toteach them the way to 
_} heaves. 7 . 
But all in vaine , for this people ne longer 
able to withitand the fervent impulfions of 
the holy Ghoft , would not agree core. 
jtuene vato their houfes, vwarill hehadadmit- 
ited and receiued them all for Brothers and 
| SiRters 


x 


® 
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Sifters ofhis Order, thas by diuine intting& the 
eare t22¥.the Seraphicall Father 8. Francis | ./ 

inftitaced the third Order of pennance, which | - 5 : 

is for allforts of perfons , virgins, marryed, Hake i 

widdowes, both menand woemen , giving | om 

chem a Rule and forme ofliuing, which might - }: 

be obferued of all Chriftians living in the|_,° ,,.. 

world, wherby they might amidft the ftormes ; gh i9y 

and (arging {eas of this life, offer wato God a wily 

their bodyes and foules as a pleafing and holy Orde 
facrifice.T he Standardbearer ,tonductor, or/ of 
| eldeft (onne of the third Order of Pennance, of ? | 
who fir receiued the habit from §. Francis, ‘nmi (ae 
was B.Lucius or Lachefius, who abandoning 
snilicarie employments , hauing beac avaliant | oo, 
| Captaine, inthe Guelphian faction, heaow ||). $. 

retired dedicating himfeltfe wholy tothe fer-| ‘77% 

uice of God, a hofpitalls, ‘receiuing the I ‘ 
: poore into his honfe, pra&tifing all the works : 2.5 
| ofmercy corporall , and fpirituall: after his|=*4*>° 
) death he hath bene illuftrious for many mi- 714 
lracles. 7” 
T histhird Order of S. Francis in its begin- 

ning & firft age, hath bene of fo great eftéeme, 

as general allforts of perfons embraced this 

happy kind of life , many Archbishops , Bis- 

hops, and Bcclofiafticall Prelases of great au- 

ehority, made it their whole ambition to be 

isrolledtherin , together with many Empe- 

reurs andEmpreffes,K ings, Queenes, Princes, 

aad Peiacefles, with innumerable of lower 
| ranck,many of them being Canopifed or bea. 


{? L _—satifyed 
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tifyed. For tie fatisfation of the reader I will 
hese infert a Catologue of the moft renowned 
‘1 perfons who hawe made their eatry iate hea- 
luen ,. through this fecure port S, Lewes the 
| pearle of kings moft cefulgeat- Sunae among. 

prinees did illuftrate that golden time Heary 
| king of Dacia, S. Elzear Coit. of rsex of pro- 
veace,S. Lge Prieft wel verfed in Civile & Ca- 
non liu, B, Robert Priace of Remisie, S. Roh 


Soancto a Prince liuing atreto Ademnepellcr.| 


b. Leo Archbishop of Ms/anB,Chentier Bishop 


"| of Trsmufe illuftrious for many miracles. B. 


Bartholomew of GennnienePrichwhe merited to 
fee lefes Chrf enuit.ned with atroepe ef An-- 
gells, B, Comnsde of Phufame beatifyed by Lee 
theteath 
8, ElRabesh widdow danghter tothe K ing 
of Hengarie ,S, lane Of the qrofle,S .EsXabesh 
queene of Portugalldaughter to Peser King of 
Arrogan:S. Brigss princefle of fweda,B. Angels 
of Fulzinia , B, leveof Sigaa, B. Adetgerit -of 
Corronne, B. Rofe of Viterbe, B. Viridsas B. 
( Clare of Ment Fate in white heart after her 
death was found imprinted a Crucifix withall 
the myfteries of che paffion of lefuse Crest, It 
{doth well 9 aoa that our Lord {peaking |. 
[to S. Frances by the Crucifix, did not fay im 


vaine Goe Francs repare. wy houfe Which ss} | 


_| ready to fall neither mpft wee vaderftand by 


so thele words the reftauratien of the mareriall 


temples buc the inftitution of thethreeO rders 
Ggnifyed by thethree. Churches, 7 


Of S. Clare. . = 
of B. Hortulana the «Mother | 
of Sainte Clare. 


CHAP. V.. 


His noble Atke af Noe floting on the 

deluge repeopling the world, shad but Gez.6.. 

three lofts according to the faying of; S.Axg. | 

| feriptare , the incomparable Doétor faint Au- | /.15.ds 

\gattine allegorifing hereon,fayth ic was to | ciw.c.16 

fignify the three oftates inthe Church;of wit- | Téeophsl} 

gins, Widdowes,and marryed people: another | s1.Bp2, 

DoGor difcosrfing herevpon compareth vit- | 42 Tim, 

ginity to gold, widdowhood to filuer, & mat-| 4. 

ryage to lead, as gold is the King of mestals ; 

and Se moft noble:eué fo virginity is the moft 

emisent & excelloth allother eftates: Gonti- 

nency is comparadto filuer for chat it isan al - 

lay or matter morse refined, end an eftate more 

free: Maryege to lead, becaufe itive charge 
burdenfeme anda heauy yoake Compaf- 

fed Witha thoufand difcontents , Iealeafies, 

miferies & misfortunes, fo that many the firft 

dav of their marryage, haue nos ftuck ¢0 extol 

the happy cdédition of thofe that were free be- 

caufe for one good day, they finde ahuadred 

bad, and for one Rofe of pleafure 2 million of 

thorsesef affiiGions, sihers are impeached 

intheimportant bu fines of their faluation by 

che iperication of worldly affaires, whichin| ‘. 

La that 


ee eee te ey 
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| loaw, 8, 


| 


that ftate doth ftop the progrefie in fpirituall 
life, hereof wrce havea lively example in the 
Parable in the Ghotpell where many being in. 
uited cothe Royall fuppéer he only whohad 
efpoofed a wife gaue the flat denyall anlwering 
(that his impediments were fuch , as he could 
notcome. 
Neuerthelesthe condition is good,and needfall 
forthe eonferuation of the world, & pleafing 


\tothe divine maiefly, for God himfelfe hath 
% 'beneche firft author end inftieutor of it inthe 
‘\terreftriall Paradice,and ftate of lanocency,| } 
and hath ratifyed itwith his prefence, honou-}.{ 
ring it with his firft miracles, at the wedding}, « 


in Galile, it is a Sacrament which dothcontri- 
bute grace,reprefenting the vaion ofthe diuine 


. |word with humaine nature, of God with the 


Wald. 
ad anna 
1212.9, 
14, 
Pesrus’ 

| Rodel 
folvs WES =| 


foule,and of le/as si Chnft wich his Church: 
wherby many have receiued fingular and great 
faueurs from our Lord, and haut in that eftate 
bene adotaed with rare perfeGions, and re- 


nowned in facred hiftories. F he B.Hertalana}. 


mother to the glorious virgin S. Clare wras|- 


inked in matrimonietoa nobie knight of che 
Citie of Afsfinm (calledby the Italiens Chsfe) 
inthe wally of Spolete:her hufbands same Was 
Favorsp Sonve to Paule of Sci ofan 1 lluftrieus 
Familie, bauing much wealth and tiches, this 
Lady Hertulana bare vato him three daaghters 
by same Clare sgnes,and Bea:rix they ljued af 
tera moft ‘honorable and eminent maoser, 
salen the nia raske inthe City beth for | 


Pe 2 ee eee 


| 
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\ their noble extraaion, exemplar life and vir- 
\euous atts, liviag io great peace aod conjugall | 
‘affe@iod , and admirable fympathie of bu- | 
mors: a thing mo recommendable according | 
tothe fsying of the Wifeman , threethin sdoe |! 
| infinxtely content me and doe pleafe both Go | i 


| 


and man, peace bet ween brethren, loue of our 
neighbou r aod Voion betweene man and wife, ; 
contrativife to beholda marryed couple at 
| dif greement, isto fee wo enemies faftned to. 
one croffe & two criminels chained together, 
| Horiuiava exhibited honour and refpe& to her 
| hasband asto her Lord,and Maifter, confor- 
: ming her felfe to his willinall things iuft 4od 
‘lawfal), ruling berchildrea and familie in the 
‘ feareofGod,; aodalthongh she was bufied 
i like S, Martha i in her. domefticall affaires 
' buying and providing things,neceflariein time 
'conuenient , hauing en eye to all things 
j for the gouuernment of her familie , being 
‘mot igoorant, that the eare and vipilancie 


be Mafters eye according to the Pro- 
ssl oa doth make Fat the horfe and a 


eee 15 


| the ground. onthe contrary she: did sot omit 
| toimbracethe condition of S. Mary Magdalen, 
For she was very intenfe and fervent in 
prayer, and moft devout in the enioying of 
heauély fanours: but aboue all shee felt volpea- 
kable {weetnes inthe deuout contemplatios 
of the dolorous Paffié ofour facred: Redeemer 
Criff 1efus, from thence she drew inflamed de- 
(= toadwance her felfeintheloue of God, 
I a 
: : L 3 she 
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she sourrished & releiued the poora, applying 
her felfe to the Works of mercy: T his virtuous. 
Ladiedid manifelt the pucty and greatdevoti@ 
of her mind by masy pilgrupages whieh she 
vadestooke and petiozmed both beyend & as 
bis ide the feass she wifited with great fer- 
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uour of fpirit the tombes of the :woPrinces of | 
Chron » the Apoltles S, Perar & S.Peule im the Citic of] 
1.1.8.c, | Rome,she eraselled te the Church of the glo- 
x. cious Archaogell S. Mrchaed/ on mount Gengonne 
Lue, | iu the kingdome of Naples, and whichis maze 
Wadd, | Witha manly Coprage and magagnimous {pir 
adannis \titshe pafled the Seas with maay other Pi- 
12426. | gtimes aad vificed the holy. Land aad places 
which our Redeemer Christ leas had confe- 

| crated with his facred prefence, from whence 

| she returned much confolated and enriched 

_ | with maay merita: this cuftome truly was. very 
plaudable in our predeceMors (bue more.ad- 
mirable then imitable in the Feminine fex) 

Who with fo great tayle charges ,iacommadi- 
tiesaod devotion, baue performed this pietic 

bue is noWfo decayed , that the feruoura-| ; 

| mongt Chriftiansin wifiting the places which] |. 
our Redeemer hathfanctifyed by hisdeathand| 
Pa(Gon is almoft quite extinguished by che| | 
‘comtiouall wrarres bet weene Chriftian Princes} |: 
(aching moft deplorable} is lieu thae they 

di should bendall their forcesand power againtt | 
\" J tehe Enemies of Godand the Cathohke faith, 
_ in imitation of the puifflact Emperoor and 
‘| + [King of France, S. Charllemague who deli- 


uered 


13. 
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uered the Citie of Hserujalamand Spame from | 
of the hard feruitude of the Saracens, of the | : 
moft Chriltlaa King of France Lewss whe Sait Uy 
tooke the trong Citie of Denese in Egypt and Leury, : 
Wonne many notable witosies ouer the ene- ogc, 
mies of God and Infidels: and by another long yp iire su 
iouracy by fea be pafled into Affricke with ;,,, Life. 
a mighty navy acd trong Armic; bute che 
plague infected she whole Country wher 
of lebs of France his (onne dyed with mapy 
Earles and Barons of his Court,and finally he 
himfelfe was taken with it wherfore bowing L,3.bsfor 
dewne wader the'Ralme beforethe Citie of Godfrey 
Thunesin afirck hetheredied. Ofthe valoreus (Duke ff 
& resowned Gedfrey du ke of Loraine who (for | Boden. 
this parpofe.fold his Dukedome of By/ien to 
Albertus Bishop of Lrege) and waschofen after- 
wards King of Hierufalem:of the moft virtuous 
Theerse of Elface Couct of Flanders : whe tra. 
uelled fousetimesto the holy Land torecover gheeft 
certaine places forth of the pofleffion of the tanal, 
Tarkeand Barbarians, tnrequitall ofthefe hig of Fland 
piouslabours Fou/ques of Any K ing of Hers 6.937 
fale che year 11.48.did give vato him (ome par- | 
cell of the facred Bloud of our Redee mer 

Chraft le/ms gathered vp by lofeph of Aramathsa, 
wherwith the Count iariched the Chap 

pell of S Befleinthe faireand mapoifieentCi 

tie of Brages: itis sl.ewed tothis Very dayeuc 

ry ftyday with great reacrence and devotion, 

1 Was brought from beyond fea by B. Les Ab 

bot ofthe moft famous and reaowned Abbey | 
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of §,Barisss: finaly of the renowned Bendrayne 
-$Count of Flanders afterward created Empe 

rour of Cenftantsneple for his noble exployts and 
nartiall proweffe and trophies: leauing out of 
the lift many other Chtriftian K ings and Prin. 
ces Who haucexpofed their kingdomes stiches 
and liues for ta fubdue and detiroy the Barbs. 
rous nation of the ServaZ%ins and Torkes and 
fet Free the holy Land whieh our Redeemer 
hath fan@ifyed with his precious hloud and 
(acred prefence. 7 ie 


The admirable patience of B. Hor- 
tulana and hoW she became Re- 
ligtous and of ber happy 
 atath, — | 


CHAP. VI... 


4 
\ 
4 


“1 His virtuous Lady Hertwlana perfene: : 


ring conRant in the feraice of God ap. 

__ plyiog her felfe to the exercifes of true 
 Chriftiao-pyetie, she merited to be prooued 
in the furnace of tribulation and afli&ion, the 
- }eouchftone of true virtue and certaimely many 
times our greateft heppines is neer at hand 
koockig atthe gate of our foule whé it is: mot 
replesished with forrew and affliAion, to this 
agreeth che fayisgof the Prophet sriwiation 
begets the knowledge of ones foife, profpersty dosh 


in fatuase | 
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mfatuateand dull th: first : and onthe contrary 


aff: ion doth quicken the wnderftanding and: 
produceth the kaowledge ofGod & onestelfe: 
wie wee flow in delights wee forget heaué & 
never thinke of death ; but-wrhen wee are.on 
all fides affaulted with tribulands, life becoméd. 
irekfome, wee long ‘or death,all ourchoughts. 
defiresand affe€hors afpiring to heauen,the 
{courge of tribulations for many re{pe&s ve. | 
ty profitabletoman , imbell:shing the exte- 
riour and interiour, doth compell the faner 
perforec to turne voto God,teacherh the igno- | 

| rant, fortifyeth thofe that runne.in che Race, 

| defendeth theinfirme , awaketh the fluggish, 

' humbleth the proud and haughtie,purgeth the 

| penitent , crowneththe innocent ,augmenceth 

| pietie and devotion, and aduanceth the iuft to 

‘all fanGtiry and perfe@ion; as wee may find in 

‘many hiftories , butthat of the B. Hortulana 

‘shall Content vsfor the prefene,she was linked 

‘witha moft doridiall and infeparable loue to 

i her husband Favorsve louing him as her owne 

(fguleand he conformable to his name , was 

' moft fanorable and endeeredly kind vate her, 

,aow the Almighty Creatour to make tryall of 

his feruanes patience and to draw her affe@ion 

{more iatenfiaely to himfelfe :‘aflauleed her 

, on the pare moft fenfible , depriving her of her 
Husband by death ineident to all the children 

of Adam:this feruant of le/us Corif feeing her 
felfe ehus deprived of her cheefeft ioy. and 

comfort, ia the fower ofher age, received this 
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a most (weet harmonie in her fuffrance fayiag 
‘| with the Prophet lob car Lord-bath gisen, our 
Lord bath nakers,asithach pleafed our Lord fo ss ve 
- | dome,she name ofonr Lordbeblefed and withthe 
Virtuous Ladic Melsse mentioned by S. Hie- 
sonse who hauing loft her husband aad ewo 
children ¥pen one day cafting her (elfe on her 
knees at tha foot of the Crucifix fagd I fee 
very Welland plainly perceswe What sf % that you 
require of memy Ged, myloucand affection Was 
| faftned upon my basband and children you hawe do- 
prouedl ane of thems defiring to poffeffe wsy lone alows 
w ithousany reuall 1 willingly refigne st and cose 


Hortulanahauiog loft her Husband by (oudaine 
and ¥eexpected death which makes the po- 
tentates of the earth to ftoopes with great ma- 
gnanimity vttered chefe words, O my God and 
(omeraigne Greater , my lowe Was te [ait fesled upon 
| sy Hacband tyherfore you have deprined meof him, 
pour holy mame be prayled ,aw dee w bol re- 
figue and confecrate uy foule and affeltion wish all 
I ple inthis world to your ferurce: but as great 
exploits are not tobe yndertaken and atchei- 
ued without counfell aod aduife,afterthat her 
avo daughters Clare and ages had forfakenthe 
world, having none lefe with her but her 
little Bearrix , che befoughe the holy Father S. 
Franc te vie her and eomfort her in her 
lwriddewhood andafli@isas , she difcouered 
i= Jayd open vate himthé fecrets of her 


heart 


affli@ion with isuincible patience, refounding | 


crate st unte you from my heart: i@ like fore B. ’ 


| Of S. Glare. 9 I 
heart , difclofing the defire she had to confe: 
crate her felfeto Godin the Conuent of her 
idaughter, forfaking all her Friends, riches, 
and delights , the holy Father prayfing and 
magnifying God that he had the meanes to fa- 
crifice both the Mother and the daughter tu"’%, 
| his diuine Maiefty granred her faite, where 
ifore she following his wholefome aduife, dif 

ofed of her houfe and familie , puttiog her 
Freete daughter Bestnx into the cuftodie of a 
noble kaight called Menaido brotier to her 
husband, deftributing the remainder of her 
goods mott liberally to the poore , thenthe) 5. 
Seraphicall Father cut of her haire at the Con- 
vent of S, Damian piuing her the facred veile 
of Religion, andacourte abje& habit of the 
Order, (wherfore.new to the honour of this 
noble Ladie wee may fing with the Royall 
Prophet my fonle ble/fe our Lord and al things 
Which are within me magnify his holy name, who 
hath filled me wth good things, & accéplifled the 
defire of his feruane for her youth hath bene 
renewed like vnte the Eagle , fince thar she 
hauisg attained toan elder age, did performe | - 
the hamble offices of Nonices and of young 
Religious, with great feruour and allacrity of 
{pirie and being a Mother efteemed her felfe 
happy to be che daughter to her daughter 
yeelding her all Obedience, fubmiffion and re- 
werence wndergoing couragioufly all the aus 
fterities of the Order as faftings , watchings, 
difciplines, and other {uch like mortifications, 
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T heir virtues did combine them more ftridly 


togetherio love and afte&tion , by how much 
more that praceand nature cO1oyned together 


is of mose force then nature orly : this B. Her- 


awtuiawa Was adorned with fo great virtue and 


perfedtion that often times S. Frances and S.} ° 


Clare did fend vato her many infirme affli@ed 
creatures to be comforied and cured by her 
meritsand prayers: T her was one day prefen- 
ted vnto S, Clareachild of Perufia having a 


Filme vpon bis eye, she making the figne of: 


che holy Croffe vpontheeye,fent the childte 


"Sifter. Heontwlana Who alfo blefledit,.and the 


child was prefently cured, whervpon there| 


arofe a holy debate smongft the Religious 


| wuether this miracle proceeded fromthe me- 


rits ofthe daughter , orthe Mother, but S. 
Clareended the ftriffe aluring them thatSifter 
| Horeulana was of power to doe great matters 


\ 


| 


i 


| 


‘with the divine Maiefty , finally this good La-| 


dy smbellished with many rare virtues and 
perfections left this tranfitorie life to enioy 


death of theerernallinthe vifion and fruition of God 


whohathadorned her with the fplendor of 
miracles before and after her death, she tas 
buried at S.temsans and after tranflated tothe 


_| Chorch of S.George where she is noW intom> 


bed with her twodaughters S. Céare and B. 
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Of the birth of $. Clare andof the ets- 
mologit of the names of the mo- . 
«ther and the daughter. “= 


CHAP, VII, 


| 
| 
-_ 


Ortwithftanding that for the moft pare | 

‘pamesare impofed accidentaly andare 

givento children according tothe will 
and pleafure of their parents yet many times ie 
falleth out that the conditions of the perfon The ej. 
doth agree with the denominatié , & this wee | mologie 
find io holy writ, B. Horrwlaxa, and glorious S. | of rhe 
Clare may ferue vs for anin{ance; for Horte- | name of 
lana in our tonguemay be called Gardiner and ' Horsgie 
Not Withour great milterieconfidering she was | 26 
to produce fo noble & virtuous a plantio the | 
garden ofthe holy Charch, which hath taken 
{uch encreafe that her bowes and branches ha; | The 
ue{pread and extended ouer allthe corners of ; birds of 
the World fo that the birdes of heauen haue,; hrawes 
harboured and built their neftsin the bowes | erethe 
therof, that isa number of Religious foules| relsgrome 
Who foaring vp with the Wings of virtues doe | of /essre 
taife vp them felues. from terreftriall things fi- | Clare. 
xing their thoughts onthe contemplation of. 
Celeftiall things, fitting on the bowes of this 
trecto enioy the shade & shelter therof, ehere 
they remaine im heart and affe&ion according 

M3. to 
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tothe faying of thediuine Apoftle , our con 
jferwation +3 1 heanen: thefe virgins hawiog an] 
eflay of che pleafant fweernes of this plat graf- 
ted by the wife & prudent gardener dortuiana: 
haue made more reckoning of ti:eir pooreand 
Sotemptible habit ,of a ftraighe and narrow 
Cell, of bafeand humble offices, ofa flender 
and ynfanorie portion, taking more content 
therio ,then the Ladies ofti'1s world doe find 
intheir curious and fine dreffings, their high 
and honorabletitles their ftately and magnifi- 
cent Pallaces and their dantie delicious disies. 
_| Now ifrke name of the mother hath given vs 
fubie& and mattet to difcourfe ofa garden, thie 
| name ofthe danghter will ferue for a warrent 
& guide to opéthe dooreto all fuch as defire 
to enter into it, totake the fent of thefe odo 
riferous flowers and fruitful! plants: B, Horts-’ 
a being yreat with child& knowing herfelfe}. 
tobe neere her downe lyig prayig vato Godin 
a Churehbeforea Cracifix befeechig the diuine 
maieftie to Free herfrom all perill of death 
‘lin her childbirth wich she muchapprebéded, 
‘| she heard avoice proceeding from the Cracifx 
“)which fayd, feare vet Woeman for wWrihout danger 
tha shalt brivig firib a light Wheth shall shum.tas: 
teshe whole Werin: hauing receiwed this céfola. 


deliuered with great ioy the yeare 1194, she 
| canfed the name of Clare tobe ginen tothe 
child at her Baprifme beleeuitg firmely thatin 
her shouldbeaccOplished whatfoeuer was or- 
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ned and fortold by the diuine goodaes, neither 
was the hope she conceived of the aecompli- 
shment of the promife made her by the heaué- 

ly Oracle made void, for she beftowed on the 
world a great light ,& on heauena great Saintg' 
according to the ftraine sig'in her prayfe, Ciara 
re,Clava nowmine:for she hath bene alight illum. 

. J oatiog the Church noe only by name orre- 

nowne but effectuail by the refulgent Rayes of 

of her admirable works and heroyicall acts, & | - 
her life aderoed.withthe lustre ofall virtues | 
hatl, worthyly produced a number of rare flo- 
wers who by (the fragrancie and (weet Odour | 
oftheir fuper-minent perfe@tions )haucperfu-| 
med the whole world, and the moft bright | 
Rayes ofthis now light haue penetrated in iol 
the Pallaces of Princeflesand Duchefles, dar- 
ting their (plendor into thefecret Cloifets of | 
Queenes and Emprefles ia fuch fore that many 
Ladyes being foughtin Marryage by Dukes 
Kings ,Emperous,and Monarkes mane re ated 
thofe Royall Efpoufalls together with all di-! 
gnities, riches and delights, for to embrace | . 
Pouertie Humility , Chaftiry, penpance and 
mortification: inimitation of gee rey ara 
light, che practife ‘of Chaftiti¢ andthe florish-) 
ing garlandes of virginitie which wereal moft 
withered and decayed, did now againe revive | 
inthe world a new (pring arifing from the 
heat and (plédor of her life, adorning her beau- | 
(full garden with all fortof fragran: fo ers 
of virtues, ' : | 
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Of the infancie ofS. (lave andof 


_ber virtuons exercifes,. 


Lare the litle plant of B. Hortw/ene faire 
like the day ,andgratious like an Angell, 
began prefently to appeare and shine like 
a morning ftarre or faire .dsrora after the darke 
nighe of this world’: forinher tender yeares 
atid firft infancie she expreffed many fignes of 
mature fan@ity, wherby she manifefted the 
‘goodnes of her vature, andthe fasor wherwith 
God had indued her: she was of nature very 
tender and delicate, and of Capacity very apr 
and docile, she learned ofher mother the firft 
| groiides of Catholicke Religid:the holy Ghoft 
[by little and little framing this pure veffell of 
eletion tillhe brought ittothe fullnesof di 
uine grace and perfeétion: her greateft delight 
| and content was in piety asd devotjan,in pray. 
er shefeemedto fpeaketo God & his Angels: 
frequently withdrawing herfelfe f- 6 company 
to powre forth her felfe in her Oratorie,there 
she layd open her-heart and affection to her 
Creator powring forth rivers of facred teares 
.(2126 | from her eyes: it was a thing very remarkable} 
$17.  finthis hertender yeares to fee that not h-uing 
Niceph 1 beades wheron to fay her prayers she made vie 
1%,6.36 | ofa heape of little tones wherwich she aum- 
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bred both the Parers and Aves, in thisfort she 
fayd her devotions in imitation ef the deaout 

| Father Pes/ living on the mount of Phermes 
who eueryday fayd three’ hundred prayers ha- 
sig asmany ftones inhislap ,and everytime. 
cafting onetothe ground he paydasit Were a 
Ese to God this little virgin beginning to 
| 


feele the firft fervours of diuineloue, iudged 
she muft contemne all tranfitorie apparence & 
painted flowers of this world , and being in} chr.p.y. 
prayer well inftru&ed by the holy Ghoft she {/.8,¢.2, 
refolued asawife {piricual] merchantrohaue}| = 
no more regard to terreftriall aflairesacknow: 

\ledging them vaworthy tobe ¢fteemed, she 

idid weare as another $, Ce) a hairecloth|: 

ooo her rich and coftly apParell fo exte 
riourly fatisfying the world, 20d iateriourly 

'her GodandCreatour, | 

| She was wholy addiéed to the works of ; 

| mercie, bearing a fingular affeQis tothe poore 

. and needy being noe ignorant that he thatcé- 

paffionateth the pooreand diftreffed compat; 

| fonateth ChriZ Te/oa, in their perfon, and to 

' the end her faerifice might be more pleafing 

; Vato God the moft delicate meafs that Were 

| plore her for the nourishmene of her litele 

| body, she hid and gaue it fecretly eo the poore, 
knowing by divine light | that fecret Almes 

‘are moft meritorious, itfuffifing to be feene by 

him who canrecompence thea@, to auoid all 
oftemtation and vaine |; onour , for otherwife 

the applaufe of the world mighébe the | 
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peace of the liberalitie, in this fort the foule 
of little Césre was replenished with Charity 
and compaffion, But hauing attained to ripe 
age she was perfwaded by her Parents to 
make choile of a hufband:she amafed atthe 
‘yand of fuch an Allarum remaised wounded | 
in her heart at the noice of ehefe vogratfull ti- 
dings( which ¢o a pure virgio is a martirdome) 
te which she wowld neuer confent but foughe 
evafions and delayes therby protra&ing time 
the beft she could to shunne maryage. ftill're- 
commending her Chaftiey to Chrift lefme her 
fpoufe with allthe other virtues wherwith 
her feule was inriebed; making a generous re. 
folution to dye rather thea to permit the Lillfe 
of her virginall parity cobein the leaft fore 
foiled or faded ,wherfore by all her indeauours 
shelabonredto augment the Iuftre therof,and 
tobecome more gratious inthe eyes of her 
Creator and heauenly fpoufe. Sueh were the 
firt fruits ofker (pirit and the ‘tokens ofher 
faadtitie: fo that being anoyoted with fucha 
fweet and precious oystment she yeeldeda: 
moft fragrant fauour as a clofet replenished 
With moft delighefull liquers, whofe per- 
{fumes though they be shut‘vp difceuer and 
manifeft themfelues jand in fuch fort this holy 
{Virgie began without her knowledge to be. 
extolled by her neighbours, the true fame of 
her fecret pious works fo publishing thélelues 
| chat inaninftant ehey were exceedingly (pread 
{abroad and euery where diuulged. 


How 


ra 


How S. Clare came to the knoWw- 
ledge of S, Francis. 


CHAP, IX. 


| His Celeftiall Doue Clare, hearing the 
T reat fame of the admirable life of S. 
Framis Who then'renewedto the world 
the way of perfetion in the fame Citie, with 
a maruellous example of pietie and fandtitie, 
and confidering that many Genelemen did fol- 
tow him and ehat his life was allready appro. 
aed by our holy mother the Chureh shecon- 
ceined’a great defire to fee aad heare him, & ta] 
difclote vato him her gesetous refolutions , S. 
France zealous of the good of foules and ha- 
uing heard the fame ofher virtue, wayted the 
oportunity to meet with herswith intention 
ce fraftrate the world of fo noble and pretious 
aprey , to prefent her to our foueraigne Re- 
deemet,to ferue him in fome notable enter- 
prife as preordayned of Godto give the foile 
tothe prinee of darcknes ; neither did his di- 
uine maietty faile to epen vatothem both the’! . 4 cans 
meanes, infpiring this virtuons Damfel{ to : au § 
rely vpoa ao honorable and graue areient ma- | g = 
trove called Boswe Guelfuccd who gouerned ms 
her in her houfe as her mother: and to rheend | 
that her holy purpofe might aot be faoifterly| - 
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interpreted and to hioder publick murmure, 
Ashe wene forth with this good Matrone, vfing 
{uch pradent diligéce chat she found him wh6d 
her (oule defired tbat she mighe receipe trom 
his mouth as from che fecretanie of the hol 

hoft che divine inftradtions of her faluation. 
Theholy Father hauing louingly entertained 


the world, and by evident reafons to demen- 
ftrace vnto her that all the beauty ofthings pre- 
fent is but vanity filled with fa! fe and deceitfull 
hopes:heintimated vato her the shortnes ef, 
this life and the coatinuance of eternitie, the) 
obftacles and impediments in the way of fal- 

vation , andthe masy perils and {nares which | 
in the wide way of che world doe draw to! 
damnation, thenhe propoundedto hercheft: 
_ |eares the honorable and amiable efpoufales of 
. | Nese Chri? perfwading herto conferuethe O- 


rient pearle of her virginall purity for her, .' 


her began to preach voto herthe contempt of! — 


heavenly Spoufe, who out of the loue he bare) | 


tovs being God became man and would be! 
borne ofa virgin. Thusthe holy Father foli- | 
| citedthat affaire,playing the part ofatrue Pa-| 
raoymph and Embafladour of the heavenly 

King, thefe diuine words penetrated the foule 

ofthis holy Damfell her heart beisg fer on fire! 
with diuine loue,she now beganne very exqui-' 
fitly to difpofe her felfeto aftea his pious ex-, 
hortations, Which: she efteemed to be more! 
'}echen humaine, the world became irkfome; 


vato her,defiring to dye vnto it , wherfore| 


begin- } 
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beginning already to taft the fweemes of! 
heaucaly contemplation’she refoluedtoc 
brace a moftinnocent and holy life, she mel-' 
ted as ie were withthe loue of her heauenly 
{fpoufe, after whom she thirftedwitha lao-. 
guishiog defire. > 


The boly refolution of Sainte 
Clare, | 


CHAP. X. - 


henI confider the Lyon of Sempfonlying 

dead ia the lad of che Philiftins,the throat 
tilled with hony and che bowells with cruel- 
ty;1 déemeit to be the true type of the World, 
whieh hath many pleafures, Flatterie, andde- 
lights in apparance, bue hath the bowells ofa 
Lyen ftuffed with cruelty, treacherieand de- 
ceit, it deeciuetha man and withdraweth 
him from the feruice of God,profereth him 
many comforts, pleafures aod charming de- 
lights, it feineth friendship promifing honours 
dignities dod promotions; but all rendeth to 
mifchiefe,leadiog to veter raine and diftrnG:6 
yeato eterpall damnation. The wife and pru- 
dent Damfell Clere well confidering the vanity 
and deceit eherof, made aholy refolutionto 
fee it at naught,de(picing and trampling wnder 
foot all honours, dignities, mariages, siptuous 
aprarell, Iewells, and all wordly pelfe and to 
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dedicate her {elfea liuing temple to Chriff Lefse 


efking him forthe only (poufe af her bosy,and f. 


having waoly fubmitted her felfe cothe coun- 
fels of the Seraphicall Father, she webt nto 
him with g: cat feruour of fpirit demanding of 
hil) whé and10 what fore she faould make her 
retire fromthe world; wherwpor the holy 
fathet S. Francss ordained that an Palme Sfiday 
Lae,. |sheshould cometo the procefft6 with the rett 


Wadd. || of the peopleapparrelied in moft rich & (amp- | 


adanax | uous manner,and thatthe nighe following she 
1282'6 .| fhould goe forth of che City abandoning all the 
‘Jag .20. | world and change the (ecular- pleafures into la- 
mentations ofthe death and paffion of our fa- 
ered Redeemer: vpon Palme Sunday this Io- 
nocent Dove eame to the proceffionofthe 
reat Charch ia the company of her mother & 
other Ladyes; where fellouca paflage worthy 
to be recorded as being done by the divine or- 
dination which was thacall the other Ladyes 
going according to the caftome of Issly,to 

1 [take holy Palme and S.Clere with rare modefty 
out ofa virginall bashfullnes remained alone 


without mouing out of her place; che Bishop | - 


| defeending fromthe fteppes of his feate, put 
into her hada branch of Palme,a truc prefage 
andargument of what should be falleo this c6_ 
.| tage dam(ell: for our B. Saviour reprefented | 
_| by the Bishop would infiouate ehat the fame 
‘| oight she shoald afcend tothe Palme to ga- 
_ +. ther the pleafane frai& cherof. 
Cast.7.| The Palme isthe fimbole of patience and 
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conftance, fer it doth not sbriack at aqy op- 
preffion but the more yeugoe aboutto deprefic 
aod hold it downe by force or Waight,the mo- | * 
re it afcends and {preads is branches aloft. In 
ike fort this couragious feruaot of God was}. 
within shoretime to be deprefied & humbled 
by her friendes & kindred ,making tryall ofall 
their power and forceto withdraw her from 
her pious defignes, bur ftill, che moresheray- 
fed woher felfein conftancie, fo that infine 
they were conftrained to depart yceldiag 
them felues vanquished by..her generofitie. 

T he Palme isthe figne of vidtory, the triii- the fim- 
phant-hasd of the Conqueror being ever ho-! 3.) of 
noured witha Palme, the fecretaric of our Re-! .., sense, 
deemer doth auouch that he receiued from) 4... | 
God the fanour to behold in Leouen the fou-| “5 
lesafthe Blefled clothed in white shinieg 
garmcots, and Palmesintheir handsto deela- 
re the vidtorie they had gained owery the Di- 
uell & his téptations. T he Bishop gaue t#i9da- 
fellehe mifterious Palme to declare that she! 
shouldtriamph over theDiuell the world and 
the flesh by her teares and pennanees: The 
Palmedothalways conferue its greenefe and 
emongitall couloss there isnot any that doth “* Ure 
‘more comfortand ftrengthes the fight then ‘f “s* 
creane, S,Clare received the Palme byrheor- 9s 

dipation of God fr6 the hands of the Bishop: 
for to fignify that she should slwayes confesue 
tLefresh greene ofher virgiaall pwrity,a vir- | 
tue moft gratious and pleafing tethe eyes of 
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¢ diuine maiefty: making the perfon like 
vnto the Angells aceqrding tothe teftimonie 
of ourB.Sauiour ,feruing fora mirour to draw 
many damfells in imitation of her to dedicate 
whe integrity oftheir virginall purity to. their 
heauenly fpoufe. ; 

_ The Palme hath moreover this propertie 
that it produteth Dates,a frui@ very pleafant 
and delicious though late, for firft it muft 
for many yeares be carefully cultiaated , and 
indure very: much by the sharpnes and  ri- 
gout of the winter,by {now , rayne, haile and 
tempefts , euen fo this incomparable ‘Virgin 
was a longtime (asshedidthe {pace of two 
and fortie years) to labour in the vhe ofholy 
Religion cultiuating the Palme tree by auftere 
pennances,faftings , difciplinesand mortifica 
tions beforeshe could gather and raft the fwee: 
fruice of euerlafting happines. a 


How faint Francis withdrew 
-fainte Clare from the werld . 
and made her Religions. 


my~ -He-Noble Dam(ell Clarethe Spoufe of 
lefus Chri wholy diftrufting in her owne 


. forces greatly apprehended thae her new| 
{entreprife would be affaulted'andimpugned 


. yl 


¢ 
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g the pets by her feiendssaad kindred, bue calling ¢ 


to che teline: miod:thas for the; aacheiuiag of: any: glorious \' 
+g miroortots eaterprife these is a0 meanes fo feeureasto! ~ 
otherte @it | kane recoufe water God: by holy prayer, br 

all purity too asnerforfakingthofe that shroud themfelues ; 
ane voder the wings ofhis proteQion, shebegan| «~~ 
ner thisprae with iotenfe feraour & the profufton.of many| - 
nid verge jteanesto implore thedinine affiftace, knocking | 
i a ig {iceflantly acehe gate ofthe diniac clemescié: 
Soir by feruens prayer, she was nor fraftracedef 


y eatin | perhaps Eos, God whe-is allyrayes pleafed'| Ludib. - 


harp | Withthe prayers ofthe-humble, anddothac | 9. 
aut | complish the defires of the iuft, inclioingte 
Dees their vaures and fupplications deftroyed the. 
thet of | force ef humaine power: in(piring her the 

: 


mo svay aod meanes: how to effe@ her holy deé- 
ne Cree; (Agee, infafing into: het foule an wadaned 
esand ft « | courage ta iacountes the Prince of darckace,| 
sod caft cht | Wherforethe night follomting Palme Samday| Chron.p} 
; jthe year 3242. the1g. of Aferch the 18, yeas) 3.1, 8,¢,: 
1 -of her ageshe began to prepase to dccomplish | , | 
syithart : the consmand ofheefpirituall guide and Dire-| Wadd. : 
hey | Hour S.Erance, and to makea. glorious fight! ed emp. 
“ig: | and hanorable setyre from the world in mo-| 1213+ 
gions. ‘ defheompany; but it feeming to her impoffible, ¢ oy, 
to goe fosth af the ardinarie and cheefet . 
r I, | doore of the boufe, she bechoughe her felfe| 
to take ehe benefit of a back deore whick 
, ‘(though it were dammed and. clofed.vp with 
che sash erode tones aad. mighty blockes). she with ao 
| admieable courage and force rather of aftrong 
d shat Fao tender young damfell ;. her =| 


—_— 


Oo broke 
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[broke open; this then leaving her Fathers 
; |houfe, her. Citic »kiadred and Frieades, she de- 
parted fo priuatly that none had iokling or 
knowlelge therof, aad “with extraordinary 
fpeed she arrived at S, Masse of Pertiaxtuls 
whict js. quarter of a mile diftant from A/S/- 
fiwms; where the Seraphicall Rather S, Fresca, 
with his Religious expeQed her:they receiued 
her with buraiog wax capers finging the 
himne Veni creator Spiritws, This holy Vir“ 
gin who fomghe her Spoufe and Redeemer 
Christ lea wri Lampe oot extin& & empry., 
but filled with diuine love: and iacontinenely 
{inthe felfe fame ‘houre aod place, havingleft 
and abandoned the impurities of Babylon, gaue 
the World the ticketof defiance before the 
Altar of the foucraigae queene of Angells, 
where the glorious Father S,Francés,cut of her 
hayre, & theo cloathed her'witha poore. Ha- 
bic of the Order: renouncing the Iewels, aad 
gorgeous attire wherwich she was adorned to 
be giuen tothe poore to fee forth here the de 
uotion of her minde, and the abondagce of in- 
isternall graces which she receiued inthis ve- 
fition, and the wofpeakable ioy of her heart:is 


/ 
‘ 
! 
rf 


bene conuénient thatthis new Order of Flo- 
rishiag virginity should other wife begin, thé. 
inthe Aogelicell Pal'ace of that great Lady /{ 
aodimmaculate queeae who alone was found 
i worthy te be the morher of God withput any 
[dezimenttoher virginall purity: wherfore it 
< ae TET Sa ae | 

sh ‘ was 
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athigg altogether impoffible: erulyithad not| | 
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was moft requifite, that in Charch dedicated 
to her honour(as this of Hortulane was ishould >. 
firft (pring the florishing vine of noble virgias:; + 
ia this fame place had the noble ehigalry off ™- 
the poore of le/ae_Cbrsf the Freer Minorstieir 
beginning vader the valorous  Captaine S. 
Frans to the end it might evidently appeare 
thatthe mother of God inthis het habitation 
ingendred aad produced the one and the other 
Religion, ehoofing S. Frenca and his B.deugh- 
ter S. Clareforto renew and eftablish vponthe | 
earth the {pirit of6ur Lordand contempt of 
the world: making theonea Father of moft 

honorable and illuftrious children, fad the 
otheramother of masj virginall daughters, 
poore of temporall goods but enriched with 

{pirituall gifts, and heauenly treafures: this 

beautifull and chaft damfell having received 

the enfignes of holypenanee ; was conducted | Wadd, 
by the Seraphicall, Fasher tothe monafteric , danni 

of Same Paut which was of Religious woemé : 5332, . 

attired in black,toremaine theretill allmighty | ¢ 3, 

God had prouided another Monafterie: now | 

you may behold this new Speufe of Chrsft lejus 

to enter a fierce and hard combat, 


oo : ; pate = 
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Neauto-the kindred of (ainte Clare.ta-| 
—  houxtd to Sort bdrucdo ber from : 
the monasrerie, 


CHAP. XI, 


mp Has Bleare eyed Mind 4vorfdnaratiie 
‘fappert fo great aight , and the Diveit 
_ fearing thateheexample of this virtuous | 
PDamfelt would Werke him fome great ouer- 
thro refolued to wage w arre againither ,*by | 
{her neereft kindeed who -mott icommontyare | 


everyone thought itftrange that a Damfell of 
Jandble famnilie*beantifull rich, & in the prime | 
of her -yeares ,:sheuld abandon all pleafures, | 


- heootemptible; and moft rigid and auffere pen~ 
|aamce ; they deemed it would’ be to them a 
great affrouf if their kinfwoman Clare lived 


blind world feemed miferable,; wherforeco- 


| Chro.per ming to the monatterie of the Religious woe- 

1B 6.5. men of S, Pasi they-vfed all the endeauors,, 

~{ wou which enraged folly fuggefted vnto. chem, to: 

4 W * Ifapplant her holy refolution; firft profering, 
4 aeaem | all fart of obfequious feruice, and amiable, | 

1211. § | friendship and courtefic_, ncxt.shewring great 


» > 


at 


| eedomottioaltenemies 6f Religiouspertons;! 


pomps, riches, endhononrs ,fortoembract: 
andyuidertake a groffe patched habit vile and. 


: | inthis pooreeftate ; which in the fight of the| 


{ 
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‘Of S$. Clare. . 1091 
rgour, and'vteering menacing threates , oa 
jaitiy they attempted by force and-violenceto. . 
have carryed her away -being not able topre- |‘: 
waile and ‘furmount her by perfuafions,and| | 
crying tl eirftrengeh again the mecke Lambe 4 
of Chreft Lefue chey fought tointrap &deceiue]  , | 
the innocent Doveby their maliee-& wicked: 3 
counfell: -making'her a thoufand deceitfull. 
promifesto‘force-her to yeeld-aad-ratire fro 
fo abte& and contemptible a life, -protettingiit 
Was athiogynworcthy herneblebirth, &-thae! 
(ech en abfurditie-had newor bene feene in ’ 
their Citte‘but shewith an-imuiacible cou-| $.Cheres| 
rage fayd vote them:Meare friend s and kinfmen,! avfyer § 
when Ged doth (peake, she Worldmpf hesilentand | to,her 
pene place: and when God dovlecal! .arae. seuSt flyto | Lindsads: 
obey, though tothe hazard and-peridllofa thoujaud ae 
tewes: Ghrtst Yefuehath called me to hes feruice Lael 
obeyhion and wil ard kim for the Spowfe ofeny 
fawte: and nener Will fettiomy loueor affecion on 
asy but him:and to oppofe and -withftaod their | Bull 
violenee,she tooke fuch faft hold ofthe Alear, | of F 
that she drew of the Altar cloathes and voco." * 
uering her head she shewed how het haire' 
wascut of and fayd. That shecomld not be fepara- ee 
ted fromube fernusce of ber Redeemer for whefelowe 
she had forfaker the World, and shem alfo, and the | 6 
more they dtd vex and sorméet herthe more would | 
her beart be snflamed snthe lowe ofber God who 
weald mimster new forces unto hep to refi? add 
omerceme. Thusfor many dayes togethershe| 
was affaulted with iniuries and reproches,aod | 
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many great contradi&ions and eppofitions 
lithe wuayof pérfe€tion, and aotwithfand 

ingthat her frieades tere obftinate and per 

(cuerant in diuerting her f: 6:her pica: refola 

con, ceuertheles her zeale and feruor did not 
relentoer her courage faint, buton thecon- 
trary the cootumelies and threats did aug. 
ment her confidence in God and atvake the 
generofity ofher minde , fothat in fice they 
were compelled to defift and retire with 
shame and confufion, in this fort did ovr 
Lord manifeft his might aod power giuisg 
ftrength to the Weake and feeble to fur 


"s{mountthe ftrongand mighty ofthis world: 
"|fome few dayes after she Was condadted by | 


* Lour holy Father Sit Frencu in compan 
of rwo of his difciples Brother Philip the 
Jlong and Brother Bersard Quintagal’so the 


dugellof Panfe of the Order of §. Be meds& 
ncare to Apifum. — 


Ho¥ 


monatterieo the Religious Woemen of Saat }. 


te 


Sainte Clare, | 


ne . oe 1 
How the B. Virvin’ Agnes was connerted|\ 
by the prayer of ber Sifter Sainte Clare 
and of the perfecstion she-inaared 
by her kindred. = 


CHAP, XIII. | 


since Clare hada Sifter. younger then her 
felfe who bothioregard ofbloud and pu- 
tity was really ber Sifter. And she ex: 
| ceedingly defiring the conuerfion of her Sifter | suse: 
neuer Filed in ker ferwene devotions which | sane. : 
she offred to Allmighty God, beféeehing him. 6.3% 
moftferneatly that as sheand her Sifter Agses; 
hadliued together in the world in great love 
& ynion of miaies ehat he would.now caufe 
be: weene them s more perfe& coniunttion of 
wils and profeffion in hisholy feruice, mot}. 
inftantly befeeching him to make ie appeareto 
her Sifter what anotorious deluder the world | 
is,and how full of difeontentment,and that he 
would change her refolution of carnal! mar- | 
piceand caufe herto embrace rhe vniunof, 
iuine loneand to take for her {poufethe king 
of glory.Our gratious Lord made no delay to 
fagour chis his peore fuppliant and devout 
feruant,in this her Grft petition: fizteen dyes! 
afterthe conuerfion of S. Clare her Sifter A- 
goes infpired of God with a ftrong and refolu> 
a ee eopnsatiiinad: 


Chro 
54.9.5. 


O 4 ~~ tecourage: 


" ",and cameo her Sifter to whom difcouering 


} 


te courage gauea flip & farwell tothe world, 


the {serots of her heare shetohl bes sho was 
refolued to ferne God in her company:. the 
which she vaderftanding moft cordially im- 
bractd Her and full oficy and exuitatton she 
fayd voto her, my moh deme Ssfer lL yiue infinite 
thankes to our Lord lefus Chrilt that t2 bath plea~ 
| fed him to Beare me, and dehuer mefrom the affl:~ 
dtson l endured for your fake, forl feared shat you 
L Would hawe forlaken the Darads(e of wsrgsmst y youd 
haue enthralled your [eifetothe flaucrteofmearrpage 
preferring aman before God end. earth. bef ove rat. 
Lweny This pnoble conuesfidn of Agnes was le~ 
-condedby as many coatrmadi&ions.of her kind-. 
ped asthat of S .Clares for the divelliby a cruell 
Alarumt and. ferce affault went about ta di 
fturbe and. chreatea the tesall fobuerfonof 
tthe quiet repofe and heavenly confolationof 
thefettvo virgins, for their kindred. bauing 
voderftood that. Agseshad toyned. her felfeta 
her Sifter C/are twelue meo of cheir ne creft 
bloud afflembled sagetherto aault and wage 
Warreagaintt the two S poutfes of lefeas.Chrij7sand 
tranfporsed With extrsame rage and fume ,dif- 
{fembling aeuerthelesat the firft ariuall cheit 
lewd intention: shewmg them a favorable 
, [countenance : then addreding, themfelues. ta 
ithe virgin agnes.difpairing ofall hope ta with- 
dniw S. Clare from her holy purpot,, they 
demaiided ofher wherfore she was retizedta 
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that place, and willed, herto delibe-rate. aad| 


# 
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refolue to returne with them, to her Fathes: 1 
hoafe wherto she anfwered that she was re | 
folued (the grace of God affiftiog her, tore 
maine with her Sifter: which aniwere oneo 
chem difdaining full of pa(fion and tranfported 
with choler , tooke her by the haire,and pane 
her maoy blowes with his feete and fifts: thea 
vfed all his trength to pull her out of the} 
place which at the length by the help of others 

he performed:For taking her in their armes, 
they forcibly trayled her out. But this tender 
damfell feeing herfelfe violeatly wrefted by 
thofe inraged Lyons out of the armet uf her 
God began to cryto her Sifter: help me Siffer| - 
| and perwmst me not 66 be feparated from our Lord): 
Jefus Chrift and jour lowing company. Her car 
nall friendes tray led along the valley this holy 
virgin againft her will,and ia defpighe of her 
moft couragious refiftance: poling of her 
j haire, and renting her clothes.In the meane 
while Sess Clere vnable to help her Sifterby 
| other meanes had zecourfeto prayer with a- 
| bondance of teares,befeechng God to giuea 
‘couragious confidence wnto her Sifter thae 
his diuine fauour defending his faichfull fer- 
uarc-e, humaine forces might be ouerconie, ahd 
our Lord hear her:For n0 fooner had she end- 
ed her prayer, butthe body ofthe virgin sgues 
became fo weyghty, that her aduerfaries were 
conftrained to leave her on the ground, and 
albeit fo many men and chelr fervants pue all 
their forcesto lift her vp yet could they never 
eee at 


doe it; 


a a 
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ae it, bare-licet labourers and workemen of 
Tug vineyards that Wrought thereabouts to 
alitthem, yet tneir great number no more 
auajled thénthe lee: fioally alltheir forees 
failing, they acknowledged the epident mi- 
racle , thoughin derifion faying it is no mer: 
uatle though she be fo waighty,hauing layne 
eae e e! allnizhe , wher vpon Seigaour 
Monaldoher vncle in extreame choler lifted vp 
his Armeto ftrike her, but prefently he was 
|farprifed wich an extreame paine theria, 
_{whi¢h did got only torment him for the pre- 
. [fencbut cantiquedalongtimeafter; S. Clare 
-|afcerher prayer ariuing, befought her kindred’ 
to Forbeare in vaine to contend with God, and} 
to leaue to her the careof her Sifter who Jay 
las halfedead. rhey perceiving their labour loft 
to hieder their pious refolucion , being excee- 
diogly Wearyed,leftthe two Sifters togethers 
|they being départed tgnes arofe from the 
ground very ioyfull and comforted in our 
Lord fer whofe lous she had fought and ouer- 
(come(in this firtt confi) the world, and the 
{ Dizell,aod her Sitter afking her how shefele 
her felfe , the innocent lambe anfwered her: 
that notwithftanding that they buffeted and 
beat me with their fiftes , {purning me with. 
their feet and palling me by the haire,trayling . 
_ |mechrough ftony wrayes, by the divine help 
| aad che meric of your prayers I heeame iafen- 
fibie to all the euills wisich I fuffereds the ~ 
World isnot worthy norcapable to comediue } 
a wos — . the ? 
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the ioy and comfort Which thefe heauet'y 


foules experienced after chefe trialls and per-* . 
fecutions:, and th@breuity of the hiftorie hath | | 


biewtae in the tombe of filence ehe {weet and 
heavenly difcourfes which paffed betweexe 
thefe two Sifters who now enioyed but one 
heare in tWo bodies: they contemned and 
laug hed at che folly and madnes of worldlings 
and atthe weakenes and impotency of men, 
tharwere not able co ftirre or mooue one yong 
dam(fell oaly: this did a fresh enkindle in their 


breafts a moft intenfe feraour,to facrifice and | 


dedicate themfeluesto the feruice of God,and 
tocaftafide all feareand apprehenfion of dif- 
ficulties wrhatfoeuer, fith th 

didfoeuidently afift them rendring themin- 
uincible: this heauenly fauour did make ferene 
add calmethe ftorme and tempeft which was 
raifed inthe heart: of the chaft Turtle grep, 


How S. Francis gaue the habit to 
B.A gnes, and of the dignitie 
Of the Monasterie of Saint 
Damian. 


CHAP. XIV. _ 


; \ 
int Francs inflamed with the love of 


) Soules, haning heard the noble conftancie| ' 


and. generous refolution of B. Agnes, and 
| Ps the 


e divine maiefty | 
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fs reproches and torments which she had 
*gonftaatly endured of her. kiodred ; moued 
iwith azeale of her feules {aluation , ioflamed 
with perfe& Charity ,and illuminated by God, 
haitened to the manafterie of S ..4 ngell of Panfo 
{where she wae sn the company ofher Sifter 
S. Glare he layd open wato her thedeceipts 
and inconftancie.of the world;the impurity of. 
carnall pleafures,and.the maliceand treacherie 
of the Diuell, exhorting her to forfake riches 
for voluntary poverty , to macerate her body 
by auftere mortification of the flesh , brideling 
the difordinate appetites therof by fafting and 
difciplines: . renouncing her owane will by an 
intire abnegation. of her felfe : whilft chis 
fortunate Damfell was astentive to thefe! 
wholefome iaftru€ions , the holy ghoft| 
wrought fo powerfally io her foule by his for -| 
cible infpiratians.that she, was.canftrained to| 
yeeld her felfe captiue to allmighty Ged ,fab-| 
| mitring her felfe to his diredtions , feeling 
in her. Soule the inflamed dartes of divine 
love, l6ging after nothing but heavenly things. | 
| . |Wherfore the Seraphicall Father ,to fatisfy 
41.8.¢,6, |herdefire, cut of her haira, and cloathed her 
; withehe habit of che Order like her. Sifter: 
leaving her, bes owne name of Agyes,{in me- 
4d anni | tmorie of the innocent lambe Chrsf le/us , who 
. | offring himfelfe in facrifice to his Father,Res. 
deemed. the world with the price of his ore-| 
tious bloud. And truly Agnes lead a life wholy; 
_|coaformable to her myfterious name. Forshe | 


: 242, | was} 
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was meeke asa Lambe and a true Dove with- 
out gall her ignocent life was more Angelicai‘ 
then humaine , she was white and refplendant |' 

by her virginall purity, fruitful! in virtue ad 

oroed with all petfe tion: patient in pennance 

and ficknes: obedient to her guide and dire- 

our S. Frans, facrificing her felfe ro her] 
Redeemer as a Pafchall Lambe on the tree | pegeaw 
of the Croffe in labours and aufterities ofholy ' Roduiph | 
Religion and ftri& Buangelieall pouerty,' fJ,336. 
from the age of 14. yeares til she was deliuered : 
and fet free from the Captivity and bondes pf} rae, 
herbodie. Bucby reafon that S. Clare and B.| Wadd. }. 
Agwes her Sifter could not find their hearts’ edannw 
comtent,, nor enioy with perfe& repofe the | y342'6. 
{weet embracements of their heauenly Spoufe! 25, 
according to the fersour of their. mindes , a- 
monet the Religious woemenof S. B:neascts 
Order, they were cBiucted by their direftour 
§$.Francuto the Church of S$. Qessew ioyoing 

to the City of ee : Faftning inthatplaee 

the anchor of their generous refolutions.S. 
Demian isa Church whieh S. Francs laboured 
moch to repaire inthe beginuiag of hiscon- 
verfion , and wherehe offered his money to 
theChapline for to repaire it, Inthis fame place 
paving wah great effufion of teareshe meri- 

ted to keare the voiee of the Crucifix, whieh 
hree times reiterated voto him : Goe Francx 

end repasre my houfe, Whirl , 1 shou fecff, 

a ready te fall; this is the place wherin S.Clare 

emprifoned and shut vp her felfe from the: 


P 3 tem 


118 The ‘admirable life 


tem pe ftrous turmoiles of this wWoild , buildin 
‘ner nef like a filuerd doue in the clifts of this 


. 4,Chnreh sini tidan: Baie Colledge oj facred 


Virgins: giving a beginning tothe Order of 
poore Ladyes : and being entred into the way 
of peonance she bruifed the hard turfes of her 
members with the coulter.of the Croffe: 
{owing the feed of all fan@ity,becemming a 
perfe& mirrour and bright glafle to dire& 
thofe in devotion that were to follow 
i bea this facred defart and (weet fo- 
itude. 3 : 


How Sainte Clare by ber 
example and renovene 
- bath drane many 
daughters after 
ber; 


_ 


‘CHAP. XV. 


‘w-) Fin fame and renowne of S. Clare run: 
_aing more fwift thenaoy Poft, was pre- 
” fently divulged :fo that many damfells 
in imitation of her drew neare voto lef Chrif 
facrificing voto him the ineftimable pearle of 


ther virginity: marryed woemen indeuored to} 


; So ; live 


wae 
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. | {ree more chaft and virtuofly, geatle woeme n 
aod Ladies contemaing their faire houfes aid 
(umptuous tablesshut vp them felues in .no- 
aafteries, efteeming it agreat glorie to live in > 
ftri& peanance for the loue of 1 </us Chri. This 
Saint wis alfoa fpurre vato men, to excite ia 
them a violent feruour, and principally y ouch 2 
that begannetotake courageinthe contempt} | z 
‘of the world, and by example of the frailer (ex i, | 
to fight againft che temptations and deceiptfull | / 
pleafures of the flesh, many mar ryed perfons 
with matuall confeat obliged them feluesto ; 
continency, the men entring isto monafteries | _ | 
of men, and weemen into monatteries of Re-: 
ligious Women, the mother induced the} . 
daughter to feruc le/as Chnff, the daughter the| | 
mother, one Sifter another: and briefly each 
one bya holy enuy dofired toferue God, and 
to participate of che Angelicall life which was! : 
demonftrated wato them by this holy damfell: ) 
infuch fort this Jittle plant of S. Francés, asa | 
fruitfull tree {protting forth into sidry bowes| - 
and branches, hath ingeadred a copious linage | 
& fo greata familie chat they eouer the whole | 
earth. : a, | Chrome | : 
For the confolation of thofe who arede- |) ; 
toted toS. Clare wewill fee forth to their. ta ~ 
view fundry Religious woemen, famaus for | 2° ' F 
fan&ijty who florishedin S, Clarestime. We. - sd aa 
will gine the preheminence and firft place to: veece i 
B.S. 4gneswho merited the. {pirituall fauour ieee. 
to be her eldeft daughter and her true Sifter 53 > 


~ both! 


-«.. s panes 


2 te. 


a A RN 
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! 


* | valley of glory theretoere&ta monaftery accor- 


> 


both by bloud, vertue, and Religion: from the 
‘crime she entred in to the monafterie of S. Da- | 
mian cothe day of her death se wore a rough 
Cilice, (abduing her flesh by the alperity ther- 
of, her ordinarie repaft was moft commonly 
bread and water, she was ofa difpofition very 
pittifull to all,fomher vertue she Was a paragon 
aod paterne ofall perfeCtion: she hath founded 
(eucrall monafteries in the ftri& obf{cruance of 
the Rule: and in fine hatch bia famous for mi- 
| racles befare and after her death B, Beatrx Si- 
fterto S.Clare hauiag forfaken the riches of 
this world at theage of 18. yeares followedto 
Religion her Mother Hertalana and hert wo 
Sitters Clareand Agnes entringin to the mona- 
fterie of S. Dawvan wherin she lived Reli 
gioufly in fafting, watching, and praying , fie 
nishiog her life with renowae of great San- 
Aity. | 7 : 

B, Sifter Pacifica neare kinfwoman ¢oS. 
Clerewhoio the world had accompanyed B, 
‘Horfulenain her devotion of vifiting the holy 
Land, she was compleat inall virtue, merit 
and perfeion, she was fent by S. Clarencare 
to the valley of Spodeswm toa place called the 


ding to the intentiod of §. Frencw in Regular 


buileher houfe, she fell to prayer with her 
Religious there appeared withia the precincts 
ofthe eonuéca faite preat Hinde which opea- 
eee Se es 


obferuance, she Was. highly. faaored by God.| . 
For being wholy dettiture of water where she 
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| ing the ground with the hoof of his foot, fr’ 
whéce inftady (prang vp a chriftalin fotita:ne} 
which contiouvethto this day;many opprefled 
with fundry maladies arecured by thedria-{ .~~a 
king of this ‘water, | , 
B. Sifter Ayme couffin of S,Clere by: whofe | © rie 
prayers she forfooke the vanities of che world | “ «#9#e 
feruing God id her company io the monafte- | a 
ric of S$. Osmras imitating her rare vertues.| “4 ad 
‘Her purity, and ionocencie of life, was (oad |477*™. 
| mirable thatshe merited tofee Le/ae Chrefat | ¥2138 
the death of S, Clare, when she fayd vato her, $.65-. 
my deare daughter tyme doeyou not fee the 
eine ofglory wh6 I behold? and immediatly 
the eyes of Sifter ayme were opened and she 
beheld her heavenly fpoufe, by whofe fightshe 
became more fervent in his holy feruice, per- 
feuering inthe exercife ofvertue, she in fine : 
{ repofed in our Lord. Chran, 
| B. Sifter Balbioa couffine to S, Clareand Si. | # ebowe 
| ftertothe aforefayd Sifter Aymein imitation] £«. 
; Of the Sainte forfaking all vaine and deceipe Wadd, 
; full delight of this world entring ia to the | #4ani, 
fame monafterie where she arriued to fo; 215-5. 
high perfe&tion , chat by many miracles her | 3% 
Worth and merit was made manifeft, Thisfer- Ch 
| antof God was fent by S, Frawiis to found ab foes 
{uodry monafteries, 6 Hd 
B, Sifter Chriftina liued in the houfe of S. oy 4 
Clarebeing her intimate friend and priuie toall | ¥ “*:* 
her actions whenshe vifited the ferapbicall | ”"*"- 
| Father S. Francs hearing and receiniog from ape a9: 
ye e 


Z Q him | 
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atour Ladyes of Angels where she receiued 
the Habit.and in it the {pace of 44. yearesshe 
followed the fteps ef the glorious Sainte in 
the perfeé& obferuance of herholy Rule. B, 
Sifter Agues of 4(SSsum endewed with the 
&mplicicy efthe Doue shemeritedto {ee Corsf 
lefas in the forme ofa lictle child, cherishia 
and dandling S. Clare and as she doubted of 
the verity of the wifion she hearda woycedi- 
"| re@tedto her faying: ls wedse eorum fum:1 am 
inthe midit of them , another time shere- 
ceiued this admirable fauour to behold the 
holyGhoft defcending ypon theSaiat in forme 
of a fietie beame: 

B. Sifter France was of a moft perfec life, 
she faw our Redeemer inthe forme of a beau- 
tifull yong child fic in the lapp of S. Clare vpon 
S.Phsllippandlacobsday, , 

68, B Sifter Benanesta lined moft. Religioudy 
{with S. Clare the {pace of 26. yeares:she (aw 
Luc. \thefacred virgin mother of God céming to 
Wdad | che'bed of 8, Clare the day of her death: 
enue \ lovingly embraciog her , as wee shall recite 
213+ 9+ | heerafter. 

18. B. Sifter Reneds# was a Relizious of fo great 
Tue, | Prudence, Sanctity, and perfection, that after 


wad, ad, glory by her Spoufe: she was eleéted Abbefle 


| annam, | 


124.8} of S, Damian: and governed that monaltery 
474: 


ia theobferuance of Ponerty, and being come 
: : ee eee eee 


a a ee ee 


~_eee i 


re 


him che facred iaftru@ions of her conuerfion, . 
odin imitation of her, she wentto S, Francs 


that S. Clarewas received in tothe Mabeds| 


so ties, Se ee 
to the éd of her dayes,she paffed happilyto her 
Createur being adorned With many miracles. 
She is buried in the quire of the Church of S: 
Iereleay Afs:fiun, aod sleis held in preat vene- 
ration. . i : La, 
| The B. Sifter Balbina, Clare and Agnes col-| waded]. 
finsofS. Clare, coming miraculoufly to Bar. | essays 
\celone, with Sifter snajtafia, Sifter Philspp of | cay ‘ § 
| sfSefiume, Sitter Cecilie of Spolerwm, and Sifter was \es 
Lescte of Rome; alltrue difciples of the diuine 
Clare,as true followers of the vertuesand per- 
fetions of their holy mother, haue beneador- 
ned with great Sandctity, xemplar life, and 
manymiracles, = 
B, Sifter Cereof the ooble familie of V- 
baldsme in the life ofS.C/are gouerned the mo- 
nafterie of mont- Celsesn Florence, after that S. 
Agnes wis returoed to S. Danian, for the 
greater confolation efher Sifter; this Lady, 
before sheentred jnto Religion was marryed 
to Signour Galet one of the moft illuftrious 
gentlemen ofall Florence she having confidered 
the fan@ity of lifeofthe atorefayd Religious, 
their manner of life fo pleafed her as she for- 
fooke the world, andher two childrer, and 
shate vp her felfein that monafterie, thereto 
Cerue her heavenly {poufe Chrtst lefes: two of 
het neeces called Jeneand Lace SifterstoO- 
asian Vbaldinse Cardinallin her company ,en- 
rolled ‘themfelues amogtt this new florishing 
company; the Cardinallher nephew through 
the preat loue he bare tohis Aunt and his two 


Q 2 Sifters, 


Ofs.Clare. 1 | 


7. ho 


dulp fol. 
ri 3 7° 
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Sifters, confidering the dangers and perils 

hervoto this monafterie was expofed , by 
reafon of the cootinuall wars , he caufeda 
Conueant to be builded within the Citty of 
Florenteneare tothe Roman gate called Sasne 
Peter Gatolime, wherfere the yeare 126. the 
Cardinall having ordained a folemne procef- 
fion ,he introduced the forfayd Religious to 
the number of fifty; bringing with them the 
bones of the Religious men and women who 
had bene interredin the forfayd monafterie, a 
Cloke of S. Francs and the Stole wherwith he} 


our Redeemer, neer to the Cittie of Crecio:and. 
a facred veile which S.Clere paue votothem 
_|ather death: our fouueraigne Redeemer by a 
notable miracle, made manifeft how pleafing 
this procefion Was vato him;for all the bells 
ofthe Cittie of Florence, did ring ofthem- 
| {elues, without any humaine helpe, continu. 
ing this melodie, vatill {uch time as the facred 
Reliques were with reueréce repefed in their 
| due place: this B. Sifter C/ere repofed happily 
in our Lord leauing behind hera moft fee 
| Odour of verrues, she is buried ina Sepul- 
_| cher of marble, tWrelue yeares after her Sepul- 
cher being spenedto burie her neéce, theria 
} her bodye was found as entire faire and fweet 
iy asif she has bene but newly dead, and as they} 
| ‘| Lifted her vpin her tombe, ‘she lifted vp her, 


rig't hand giving ‘the: with her benedigtion, | 
toa great oumber of people there prefent:ewe | 


~ hundred | 


fung the Ghofpell @elebrating the Natiuity of: 


‘ 


j 
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hundred yeares after, she was againe found en- 
cire,her flesh being as found aod {weetas if 
she had bene but newly departed without the | 
leaft corruptionof her garments. , 

- B,S. aguesdaughter of Grets King of Bo- | 
hemia in{pired of Godtooke the Habit, and Chrom,. 
made her profeffion ofthe auftere Rule ofs.| ? 54.8, 
Clare, this Princefle fent a meflenger ¢xpref- | °-4% 
(ely fremethe Citie pf Prague to aftfium,to| # 
render Obedience to S. Clare, as to her true Wwad.ad 
mother and Superiour, the B. Sainte returned | <""*™- 
back vato her moft gratious letters fending | 354- - 
voto her for atokena cord,aveyle andaeup| §-4- 
ef wood with adish,wherin she was accufto- 
med to eat and many {uch {mall ehings, which 
the Princefle accepted with fingular deuo- 
tion, our Lord wrought many mifaclesby 
the fayd things, which baue ever bene confer. 
ued inthe fayd monafterie with great reue- 
resice:this noble Prince fle being adorned with 
many vertuesand miracles, having affembled 
many Religious Womeninto divers monatte- 
ries, infineshelefe this tranfitorie life, to 
goeto enioy the eternal! in company of her 
¢ierieus fponfe, she dyed inthe Citie of Pra. 
guethe yeares285. che Emperour Charles the 
fourth was twife deliuered from death by the). 
interceffion of this noble Princefle, wherfore 
at his death he commanded his Sonne and fuc- 
ceflonr, inthe empire Wenceflaus to profe- 
cute het Canonization: but he being hindered 
by continuall hardand difficile warres, could! 


Q 3 not! 
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a in i oo 
|not-execute the pious defire of his father: 


wherfore she was fruftrated of this honouras 
Wellasmany others, who haue not receiued 
thisfrom men inthe militane Church being 
moft glorious inthe triumphant, for a great 
volume would not be fufficient to (et forth the 
lives of the Religious women of the Order of 
S. Clare renowned for fan&tity and-mira- 


‘Teles. — ad 


Chron. 
p-x.48. 
Cmte 
Lue. 
waed,ed 
lennum, 
1242.5 
rf 6. 
Letras 
Rodulp. 
fol, 136. 


B. Sifter Helena of Padua florished in great 
fan&ity & perfeétion in the monaftery, which 
was erected by S. Franc, inthe Citie of Pa. 
dua where S. sathonserendred vp his Soule to- 
God:butin as much asthe hearts, of the fer- 
aants of God,areas Anuils which are alwayes 
hammered oo and liue by the blowes of affli- 
&id:,she was proued by le/us Chrift & refined 
like gold, in the furnace of aduerfitie, for she 
lay in her bed deprived of hercorporal healeh, 
her fight, and her {peech, the {pace of fifteene 
yeares, manifefting by exteriour fignes, an ad - 
mirable igy aad alacrity ofheart,;our Lord re- 
uealed many fecrets tothis Sainte, which she 


manifefled tothe Religious women: who}. 


cauféed them tobecarefully writtes,to record 
them to pofterity: forby fignes she could very 
wellexpreffeto the Religious, whae shedefi- 
red:her body eill this na remaineth entire 
her face and contenance is devout, young, and 
beautifull: her teeth fresh and whiteas is if she 


were butnew dead, when there isany Cala-|. 


~~ 


mity likely to befall the Citie the body ofthis 
Te a virgin 
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virgin doth ftirre and moue in her tombe,with 
amightyfound and noife: which is the eaufe 
chat che inhabitants of Padus, doe immediatly 
apply themfeluesto pious Workes, to prayer, 
fafting, Almesdeedes, & Pennanceto appeafe 
the wrath of God, and todiuert from their 
Citie, the Warres, Peft and famine with other 
difafters; which hang over their headessif you 
defireto know,yet more of thefe true difciples yen 
and imitatours of S. Clare, who are with- Rodut 

out oumber, even in §. Céeres life-time;you fob.x P 
may pleafe to looke wher thefe marginall an- |-, ran 
notations doe direé& you. ; 9 
; 340- 


Monafteries which were built lig | 
in S. Clares time. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Asare Clare the little plane of S. Francs did 

alfofeethe banner of her Order, to flo-| — 

rish and fruGtify, extending and ipreading ' 
herbranches ouerall Chriftendome. Ise/sethe 
earthly Paradife of che Church,doth glorieto 
haue brought forth fe many goodly ftockes or : 
Families. = . 

— That of Saint Damian of fifinm is the : 
Lady, queene, and Empreffe of the whole eee 
Order. re, . nets gets 

Perugiais oneof the moft ancient, it was wad.sd 
builded by Ago/sze Catdinall Proteétor of the 4°74": | 


Luc. 
wed, to 
1.0na2, 


1218, 
Order, § 13, 


| ; 128 The admirable life ne 


Order, who was afterwards Pope, by the na- 
me of Gregorse the IX. | 

The Citie of Avette caufed tobe builea{ 
goodly monafterie which was gouerned by 
B. Baiuna (daughter to Seignour Marsm of 
Carano cofinto Sasmte Clare) according to the 
perfeétion of the Gholpell and intention of 
Sst Francs, | ‘ 

Padua hath had the honour to fee Sass 
France lay the firft ftone of the monatterie. 
ofthe poure Céares: Florence built the mona- 
Rterie of wsomt-Celse at the very fame time 
_ The Holy Citie Rome hath prefented vato 
her,the goodly monafterie of Cojme, and De 
mins. | _ 4 
Venice hath bin adorned with af aire mona-. 


Aretie. 


:. fterie of poore Clares, enioying S gues the 
Pi 1 Srfter of S.Clave for her Founireife, 
Mastwe doth plorie that it enioyeda Con- 
Mantue {vent in S-Clares time,and had S. Agues her Si- 
1238 ter forthe firft Abbeffle therof. . 
parag. Bologna folicited by Arnenld Proteout of| 
26. the Order, who Was aferr Pope Alexander 
| the fourth: confecrated a goodly monafteric 
Bolognaivntoher, a 
1s2 Spolernme hath done the like end Mslan,Stens,| 


Cremone, Pre, Bergame, Alexandrie, A frotie,and 
| many other Citities. os 
The Roman Empire hath with great admi- 
ration beheld her Sagle, to hatch and produce| 
| Bagles, which have afterwardes ourfed and 
brought vp the moft rich and illuftrious Pria- 


ee eee 


ceffes | 


- 


ceffes ofits Empire, & worthy to haue match” 
ed withthehigheft foueraigaty inthe world, 
S. Agnes of Bohemma before mentioned the 
yeare 1437.which was more thé fifreene yeares 
beforethe death of §. Clare, feat vnto her an 
uonurable Embaffage , befeechiog her moft 
humbly to fend voto her fome Religious 
women, of the monafterie of S. Damzan, to 
gouerne and direé&t many damfells who with 
languishing defires afpired after chat heauenly 
| manner of life: sheinthe meane time caufing 
to be ere&eda Convent in Prague the Capi 
tall Citie of the Kingdome of Bobenue ; the 
fame and renowne ofthis Princefie being di- 
| walged ouer all Germanse many monatteries of 
poor Clares, were prefeatly founded both at 
Trent, Wormes, Sefflingen, Colen , Nurenberg, 
Fallsagen, and in many other places; S. C/areto 
{comply to the requeft of this noble Priaceffe 
; Agnes fent voto her certaine Religious women 


of mot holy and exemplar life, eo found and | **° 


;gouerne the fayd houfe in the ftri& obfer- 


and Germanie, ay 3 

iT wenty yeares beforethe happy death of S. 

Clare the Catholick Kingdome with great toy 
received her Religious who arrived there by 
the guide of the Almighty:for the yeare 1233, 
the Saint cOmandedtwo of her kinfwomé to 
wit Sifter aguesand Sifter Clare her cofins,to 
take shipping for Spesme, therete found and 
erect monafteries; they came vato Barcelone in 


; R a little 


Qa Se, Con emer emn es 


S. Claree. ; I29| 


| wanceofthe Ruleand Pouerty both in Bohenss r i . 


Cae,” 
waded. 
annnw' 


™ 


rata. . 
poreg. i 


IL$Oo | 


et 
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a little Barque without failes, Oares or fter- 
nc paffing the daogers aod perils of the me- 
diterranean fea,hauin2 Godoaly their mariner 
aad guide, the inhabitants of the Citie amazed 
at the nonelty and admirable accident, and 

| confidering the integritic andholy fimplicity 
ofthe(e modeft and yeuag Religious women, 
and beholding their poor and ¢eatem pribl at- 

: tire, they reeciued theminto Bercelewe, as Aa. 
1 satma | gcils(ent from heawen, giving voto them the 
| ca Luc, | Cnureh of S. Ansbonie tor their dwelling: in 
1 wred.ad| imitation of them, great number of Damfells 
| paragt c6fecrated theinefimable: pearle of thes vir- 
Valode . Binity, tothe heauenly fpoufe, profedling the 
race | fame Rule, erecting many monafteries prinei- 

| paragr. pallyia the famous Citie of Salamanca, Vale- 
465. delia Bourges and Zewera; and other places. 
1 Bousge, The noble fowerdeluce did not only re- 
Teneam, | cose this happy light bat eee neare wate} 
her Royall Cutie , contributing thervnto of | 


E 
pry 


fr28. 
arg. 13 | 

ig ss augmét the lufter therof: for the Lady ifabella 
pareg.7. Sifter to S.£ewys King of France; & the Lady 
i Jawe daughter to the King of Nemarre,con- 
1229. remuedthe world aod dedi¢ated vate God the 
| porag. 32 deare pledge of their virginity ia the 
I wad. ad, C Onuent near Paris calledlong Champ a yeare 

| sfrer the glorious deceale ofthe Sainteswherby 


inal | buile before herdeath, the like honour hath 

| pjer.t.a bene afforded to the monafteries of Rhemes, 

Neayt — Ment-Pelusere and many other places. 
Cee ee ee cannes 


of 


her owne ftermme, the more to innoble and| 


1 854 | ee may gather that the fayd Convent Was |. 


of S. Glave. ise 


Of . diners sreat Princeffes who be- 
came Religions Wwoemen of the 
Order of fainte Clare, 


CHAP. XVIL- 


KT OT without grase resfon may wee fing 
N with the kingly Prophet; warbling this 
melodious nete, Adducextur regi virgi- 
mes posteam: Wee koow very well thataccor-. 
ding tothe letter thisis{poken of the facred 
mother of God, who by pronominationor ex- 
cellencie hath acquired this Epithet of ho- 
nour and (ublime prerogetiue to be the virgio 
of virgios: for that she was the firft who sa- 
de that noble Vow gining therby arare exam 
le, toall vereuous Jameells, to prefent te the 
Sicsuealy K ing their virgioall purity, a lewell 
of ineftimable worth (tillthen vnknowoe in 
istheworld) by that generofity to purchafe 
the neble crowne of Virginiry.1 doubt opt 
Sat thefame may be dinulged te the pray(e of 
the refulgce Sanne of virgins in her timeB.S. 


with greatioyand alacrity of fpirit, haue de- 
dicated themfelues to God: aod admiring the 
re{plendeat Rayes of her fupereminent gtaces, 
haue conténed the pleafures of this world,co 
ipaitate the perfeétions of this noble Lady:vn- 


R 2 der 


Clare, ith {o many millions of deuont Soules} 


P fale, 
44. 


| | ar 

153 The admirable life 
der whofe inftru@ioas they voluntarily enrol - 
Jed chemfelues: takiog her for tneir wateh- 
‘Tower, and bright torch, which should ligh- 
1 tenand dire& them: whilft they flore on the 
{urging waues ofthis dangerous and vncoa- 
ftant Sea, yea many Princeffes haue refufed 
the moft honorable and aduantagious allyans 
cesinthe world, for tobind themfelues,ac- 
cording tothe example of her povertic, to an 
auftere life , humility and other mortifica- 
tions. | 

li will bot be from our purpofe to produce 
fome of the greateft Ladies of the World, Who 
| haue made themfelues more famous and illu’ 
ftrious by embraeeing this poore reclufed life, 
theaby their noble extraction. 


the King of Bohema was promifed ia marria- 
ge,tothe Emperour Brederickethe {econd. bat 
fhe refafed to confent, dedicating her virgi- 
nity vato God ina monafterie at Prague of the 
"| Order of S.Clare which she had ereéted, ehe 
"| Emperour vaderftandingthat his Efpoufe, had 
forfakenthe world: atthe firft incounter, he 
was much difquyeted, bue after reflecting chat 
she had not forfaken him toioyne her felfe to 
any other Prince, but for le/us Chrif', before 
wh6all the Kings of theearth areas Wormes 
poore, naked, and miferable, he réfted fatif- 
fyed, and well edifyed. Her Father intending, 
to affigne a good penfion, and rent tothe mo 
nafterie of his daughter to prouide for the 


| temporall 


— 
. 


-_ “= #9. 


pe ad 


B, Agnes aboue mentioned daughter tol 
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temporall neceffities therof, she refifted ther- 
vnto, very conttantly: defiring to live and 
dye peore, and to be mantained of Almes,con- 
tormable to the Rule: obferuiag very exaly 
the intention of the. Seraphicall Father S. 
Frances concerning the vow of Pouerty: the] 
daughters of many Kings, Princes, Dukes,Ear- 
les and other great Lords in Germeamse, haue 
forfaken the world, and the vanities therof 
following the footiteps of S. Clare and this 
noble Priaceffe agnes, . 

lane daughter to the king of Nawerre more 

efteeming the K iogdome ot heauen then of| Lue. 
‘theearth, confecrated her felfeto God, inthe) wed.ad 
mongfterie of Long champ tothe admiration | 442am 
of many. Ifabelie Sifter toS. Lewys King of) 1254 
France fought and requited in Marriage of | paragr, 
Prince Coward fonne to the Emperour Frede- | 42. 
ricke chofe rather tofacrifice the puritie of her 
Royall Lilly, andthe vermillion Rofe of her | <#swme. 
virginity to her heauenly ‘{poufe, thento ble: | perag. 
mish her Chriftaline purity: wherfore the! 33 ¢dem 
yeare 11f%. renoiicing the vaine pomps ofthe ' 1260 
world, de(pifing all earthly Diademes, she ree : pareg. 
clufed her felfe in che monafterie of Long-chip: 6.06 
With fuch feraour of {pirit and fan&iry oflife, 
in regular obferuance; that God hath fealed 
herholines with a number of miracles: 

Blewche her neece daughter to Phs/spp King | 
of France, did in like fore dedicate her virgi- Chron. 
nity vato God, in the fame mooafterie the p.20 4.7, 
yeare r3r6. a peegee 


R3 °#The 


ea ed 


Pn ee 


SY 
ae 


a a 
a gee RED, OST ED 


NY gts 


134 ~The admirable Ife. 


The Lady Sawese queene of Sscslseand Hie- 
rwfalemszfew monthes after the death of Re- 
bers her Hufband cétemaing all worldly greae- 
nes, aod Courtly honour, renouncing all, she 
shrouded her felfe inamonafterie of poore 
Claresin the Cittie of Naples; where this Prin- 
ceffe was fo great a louer of humility, asshe 
befaughtthe moft B, Father Generail of the 
Order ,chat he would pleafe tri@ly to prohi- 
bital: her Sifters in Religien, thae none of 
them might call her queene or Lady Sexcse but 
fimply Sifter,che same common amongtt all 
Religious. 

Kunegonde daughterto Andrew King of 
Hungarie,and Sifter toS .EuZaberb the widdow; 
having liued io matrimoniethe {pace of forty 
yeares with Boleflew the chaft Kiog of Po- 
land, both ofthem keeping their virginall pu- 
rity vafpotted, after the death of her Hufbaad 
she became Religious of che Order of S.Clare, 
she dyedthe yeate1292. aad Was famous for 
many miracles. 

Her Sifter Teleiwe after the death ofher 
Hofband Bole(ew the pious Duke of Crecente 
and Prince of Pelend. vodertooke the fame 
courfe of life. . 

Salome daughter tethe Duke of Creeenie 
and Sifterto Boleflame the chatt, hauing liaed 
many yeares with her Hufbaad Celoman K ing 
of Galatie preferuing the integrity of het virpi- 
nity, ia che {tate of matrimonie,after the death 
of her Hufband, she receiued the facred veile, 


from 
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from the Bishopp of Crecente and became a 
poor Clare: herfan&ity was made manifeit by é fol. 
maay miracles which God wrought after her | '4/14% 
death. / 

Helena daughter to Alphonfus_ the third | Lee. 
King of Perrugad/became Religious of the Or- | wad.ad 
der ef S. Clare: she wasindowed with rare| annem. 
hosilityand fingular charity cowardsthe fick. | 125 9: p. 
One daya ficklySifter defiring fome cherries, | 18. 
she went and gathered fome greene fromthe! 
eree(it being too timely to haue ripe ones )and 
prefentedthem ioaninftant wholy ripe to her 
fick Sifter who eating ofthem recovered her 
perfe@& health; she ended her life adorned 
with rare perfection and was illuftrious for} — 
miracles. a 

Conflancia wifeto Peter King of Arragon} 
and neece to the Emperor Frederseke the {ec id. 
after the death of the King her Hufband; she 
embraced, with great fergour the life ofa 
Poore Clare. | | 

T he fame courfe haue imbraced Exphemia’ Lue; 
daughter ynto Redulphus the Emperour: 4gnes wad, ad 
daughter vnto £ewys the Emperour Blanch annum, 
daughter to the K iog of Nauarre: Magdalene Sie' r290. | 
fter to Framcis the moft mighty Duke of Brit-. parag.2t 
reine: Limeand Mergeerize daughtersto Godfrey 
ehemoft illuftrious duke of Brebent, Marguersse : 
and Agwes daughters to Frederick Duke of Lor- 
nasme: Panlathe wife oflohs Frases of Gonzage 
Firft Marquis of Mentea. 

Phelsp of Gueldres ofthe oable and Royall, 


; | houfe 
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houfe of Bourbon Dacheffe uf Lorraine and Bar, 
&c, after the deceafe of René King of Ssesle her. 
hufband she applyed her felfe tothe Workes of 
piety and deuotion,and io fine wholy forfooke 
the world,the more freely to ferue her Crea- 
ter, entring in tothe Conuent of the Poore 
Clares of Pontes Mowffon, obferuviag exatly 
che Rule, thefpace of 27. yeares, in great fer- 
uor of fpirie and fanétity of life, newer admite| 
{ting ofthe leaft -difpenfation,she rendred her. 
happy foule into the handes of her Creator 
|the yeare 1547. and of her age 85. leaving 
behinde her a fragrant Odour of herfwreet 
virtues, and the reputation ofa great Sainte., 
The Ladye Marguerste of aufiree davghterto 
Maximillianghe 11, Emperour and to Manse Si- 
fter to Pbilisp the 11, King of Spaine; Sifter to 
Redulpbus,and Mathas Emperours, and to 1: 
bertusthe Arch-Duke of Auftrie, and Duke of 
Brabat, &c. Being fought in marriage of fudry 


Fries ; 


chofe rather tobean abie@ inthe houfe of 
God confecrating her felfe ro his diuine ferui- 
ceina monatfterie of §. Clare where the rigour 
oftheRule is mofttexa&tly obferued. Fruly this 
is a rare & notable example, tobehold fo great 
a Lady aad Princeffe, to humble and debale 
her felfe, t0 fo poore and abic& a habit, con- 
‘tenting her felfe witha Cell of 7. footelong, 
‘ands, broad, tying her felfe to continual fa- 
fting, andto many fri obediences and hard 
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mortifi-}. 


reat Princes, notwithftanding she contem-| 
ning all worldly greatnes and terrene pomp,| 


onan, 


" 
ye 


‘| Gods being not ignorant hi W this virtue in 


of vaine worldly dignities: truly itisa great 
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mor tification s: acuertheles this ooble Lady of ; 
Aafia doth efteeme herfelte mote honored | 
by this vocation, Wich by che infpiration of , 
God she hath vodertaké &bofid her felfe vato ; 
wheria she laboureth to become more illu-: 
{trious by the greatnesof her emioent verewues, | 
moft curtoufly elaborated and perfeétly in | 
grauen inher foule, thea bythe fplendour of | 
her aobléanceftours, | a 

oa 


Osthe bumilitie of fainte 
. Clare. 


CHAP, XVIII. 


Rofound humility was che firft affared 
ftone, aad foundation layd by this pru. 
deot virgin, in-hec begianing in Religion, 
aSter she had begunne to Jabour in the way of 


perfe&tios, isthe Regent and gouuernefle 
good workes,the trea{urer of merits ,the fou 
dation of all virtue: she was not puffed vp 
with the fmoke of vaiae glory, (a po:fon moft 
eafily (wallowed, aod fed by gaod workes 
themfelues) for being Foundrefle of fo.many 
monafteries, and mother of an ianumerable 
number of Daoghters: for she gouuerned by 
holy Obedience ,trembling vader the burthen 


Vaine- 
Glory 
plesfant 
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|folly co gtory in honour , and Superiority , 
for Which wee shall one day pay adeare price, 
fith that of ss shat bath receswed much, mssh 
shalibe requsred: and as all proceedes from God 


Lal. X32, 


not deferue to receiue any new benefit, who 
maleuoloufly doth attribute to him felfe , 
{what totally apertaineth vnto God, all pro- 
ceeding from the inexhauftible foitaine of his 
immenfe liberality: She was very dexterous 
& difcreet,in concealing the heavély fauours, 
and that in fo {weet,and innocenota maner, as 
it was moft remarkable: makifig noe che leaf 
| shew of what had happened.If Obedience or 
| charity did vege her tofolace theafliced ,afeer 
|she had prayed to our Lord with great fervor 
_ Jimploring his af@ftance, she fenc them to her 
‘lerad al mother Sifter Hortelanaor to fome other Re 
*" |ligious womé confpicaous for Sainétity ,that 


‘lany one would referre the honour to her, 
she vterly denyed it , viing this ordioaric 


ould folace my felfe, for I ly languishing fo 
many yeares but cannot dye, would I /thinke 
you? )befoinconfiderareasto cure others,and 
| permitt my felfe to remaine aod perish in-my 
her - | miferievafter this fort emble Clare the more 
| wsiracles | she watadorned with Celeftiall gifts, graces, 
to esbers | and miracles, the more she {till deprefied and 
humbled her felfe,to the defcent ofher owne 
nothing, keeping all thefe heauenly facours 


foshould allbe referredto him: aod be doth | 


tothem might be artributed the cure aod whé | - 


eight:, faying, if 1 could cure the ficke , 1 


a 


Fs. Clare ‘< $39, - : 
locked wader dhe key of humble modettiec, 
withia rhe facred Clofet of her asare, never]: 
defiring of other Herauld to publish her per | 
fe&tions then a moft profound filence, Mifling 
vaine glory Which doth ly hid inthe very 
center of the foule , and often doth lurcke 
vaderthe moft refined {pirituallity, if infati- 
gable diligence be not vfed to expulfeie. Her 
grease ambition was to be feruant of fer 
uants, atthe feete of all,andthe loweft of all; 
aad for no honour Waich Waseuer done vato 
her did she ever digreffe from this humility 
wherin her heart was ettled : her attire was 
poore, and humble, her exercifes were abiect 
lowly and contemprible, and finally her {peech 
was devoid ofall felfe-conceipt repureing her 


felfe as a wormeofcheearth. She difdained i 
nottoexecute the officeof a feruant washing py 7 


of the feete of her Religious and feruing ¢hem | 
at che table, when as ciel commanded an : thing Wadd 
it-was With great repagnance, defiring rather 
to obay then to command, she exhibiced to the 
ficke all kind of {cruice how vile or abie@&| 3 
foeuer cleanfing the loathfomeft and fowleft| | 
immuadicities, she often washed the Feete of 
the lay Sifters whenthey returned home from 
begging and wipeing them she kiffed them 
with great deuotion: onetime it chanced that 
washingone of their Feet which she embraced 
but the Sifter refufing that a& of humility 
withdrew her Feet , but she did it fo rudely 
that she gaue she Sainte therwith a great dash! 
ce TE Nag ey AT TT ae CET TS eG 
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on the fac yet yet fofarre was the virgin from | 
being EN d therwicth that oArhe cootrary 
she mildly tocke the Foot ef the Sifter a- 
againe and kifledthe foletherof: thus did this 


&rine of her Maifter-and theexample whieh 
" | he left when he washed the Feere of his Apo- 
ftles. An a& of greatnore which happeaed in| 
her prefence doth shew the great reckoning 
she madeofhumilitie; Ao Boglish Freer Mi- 
nor ,and Dofour in diuiniry preaching at the , 


"| Clare,and of 8. Brother Giles the third diftipte ' 
of S. Franese ,a Lay brother by profeffion, and | 
indewed with an admirable fimplicitie and! 
fandtity of life he defired.(asa zealous friéd of : 
humility )eo make tryall ofthe fayd.virtue in 
thes Preacher , therfore in the middeft ofhis 
Sermon he willed him tobe filent for that he 
| himfelfe intended to Preachtimmediatly the 

| ditine gave oner and Brother Giles with great 
| fervour propoanded moft high. and Cubiime! 
matters tothe great altonishment. of his aa-; 
; dience, theataraice him felfeto the diuine he 
: Willed him to profecute his difeourle where 
| wato heobayed: which §. Clare beholdthg ex: 
(elaimed with ioyeand exultetion: this day it 
| fulfilled one ofthe cheefe defires of our Sera- 
: ! | phicall Father S. Frees rho often reiterated | 
'faying: 1 defire my Religious should be fo, 
| bumblethat a Dofour in Diuinity intending, 
fe preach should giue over r at the werd of a, 


! Gaple 


gaia aes 
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Monafterie of S. Dassien inthe pretence of 8. | | 


| -_ Of Sainte (lars. at 
f fimple lay Brother and give bim the place: 
I aflure you my deer Sifters this preacher 


hath more edifyed me then if he had ra yled 
the dead. ; | 


Of the perfell obedicrmee of S. | 
Clare. 9.” 


CHAP. XIX. 


T He glorious Virgine$. Clave hadin in| 
-§ galar recommendation the virrueofho- 

ly Obedience produceing the examfle 

of the fonne.of God of whé tie Dofour cf |— 
the Gentiles fayth, /efas C orf hath anoihilared 
himfelfe taking the forme of a Seruan: becd- 
ming obedient voto death, yea thedeath of tne 

; croficfubmitting himfelfe to fo hard an obe- |. 

, dience-as to wndergoe the moft fcandalousig- 

; Pominious and painfulleft death inthe world: 

| the little and humble feruane of God Clare ha-| 
uing vowed obédience roS.Fremcss did allways! 
perieuerantly bow vnder the yooke of bis cé- 
maodement 128 mott plyable aad obedient man- 
ner, re(pe@ing che perfor of God in him and 
efteemiog him asthe interpretour ofthe di 
| uroe will: she vnfolded ¢o him the marions 
| ofher heart with an Angelical purity liflening 


pan reat . . . 


attentiucly to his inftru@ions and exaaly fol 
filling his commandes asif they had benedi. 
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aine Oracles:three yeares after her conuerfion 
through great humility she defired to obay ra 

ther then command ,to bea fubre& rather then 
Superiour ,to ferue amongft the handmaides of 
lefus Coss? rather then tobe ferued: she moft 
humbly bef- ughe che Seraphicall Father tore. 
leafe and free her from the chardge and title of 
Abbeffe, and to make her che loweft inthe 
houfe whervnto he would in no fort confent: 
bot commanded her for obedience and charity 
to continuethefame : she knowing very well 
that to obay is requifit’ to have feete to runne} 
Wings to fly and handes to execute whatfoeuer 
the Superiour doth ordaine bowed hershqul 
ders cotheburthen and accepted the chardge 
denyirg herownewill: which ingendred to 
her foule mote feare'then prefumption wherby 
she became rather fubie& then free.S. Frames 
fayd one day vito her:my daughter prepare 
your felfe to goe whither foeuer I willfend| 
you,she made anfwere with great humility & 
fubmiffion asa true child of pbedianed Father 
difpofe of me as you pleafe I am yours! 
haue confecrated my will voto God , itis no 
‘more myowne, Iam readyto goe whither 
foever you thinke conusnient?a noble fentence 


Worthy of S, Clare , and to be well imprinted] 


tn che heart of every Religious pers6,redacin 
to their minde how onthe day of their Profef. 
flonby the vowe of obedience ehey haue fo 
difpoiled themfelues of their owne will that 
| they haue no more right thervato.aod if they 
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cal it backe vfeing it at their owaetiberty the] 

are proptietaries before God viurping by a 
firregulat a& what they had confecrated ¢° 

Godbytheir Profeffion. | 


Of the poutrty of Sainte Clare, 
and ber great xeale to 
this virtue. _ 


CHAP, XxX. | « 


VR RedeemerChnf lef intending to | 

lay the foundation of the sew Hiernfa- 

lemdefcending from heaven: in hisad- 
mirablefermon on che, mountaine began by 
therecommendation of Pouerty , B. are the 
Poore of {pirit:giueing her the firft place,as to} 
her that beggettech all other virtues, fer trucly | 
Monatticall Pouetty. doth quite banhish and 
take away all cares and incombrahces which | 
doe deprefie aman: it isthe dire wayto | 
heauen , the expulfer of fadaes, nurfe of peace: 
andthe keefome which doth cleanfe the foule 
from all tranfitorie cares: finally it is the follid 
foundation of all Huangelicall perfeQi6d taught 
and practifed by our Redeemer: in whofe} 
handes are all the boundes of the earth,and yet 
he had not one foote of ground where to re- 
tire him felfe: vpon this perfe@ion hath the 
Catholick Chureh beene grounded by the A- | 
eager ea EEF A CEL A SEDI RPI IL 
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pofties-profeficd enemies toriches , fo asthe 
fi: {t and priocspall of them ali making open & 
publicke profeffon of thts Poverty fayd, gold | 
and filter I hauenot. Perfe&tion wheren our | 
Seraphieall Father hath feeurely psied his Or- 
der, cherrishiog her as a moit noble Orient 
pearle. ftileang her his Mother, Miftrefle,La- 
dye,and Queene: vpon this perfection his holy 
di(ciple and eldeit dav ghter S. Crare would 

| plaacand eftablish her Religion: forin the be- 
graning of her conuerfié she caufed her whole 
inheritance and patrimonic to be fold refer- 

\wing oot! ing to herfelfe:difpoiling her felfe of 
all cranfitarie riches to facrifife them at the 
foote ofthe Cracifix, haniog ia this fortexré 
riourly abandoned che Werld , and interiourly 
inricied her foule she ranne after her beloued 
far more lightly being freed from the burthen 
of terrene things: she contracted (o ftri& an 
amitiewith holy powerty and becanie fo ena- 
moured therof, as she Would enioye sothing 
bute naked Iefas, neither would she permite 
ber ding hrerste poffefle any other riches, and 
with this Raangelicall trafficke she purchafed 
the ineftimablecreafure of Celeftiall Beatitude 
io lieu of all ather thiegs whichshe had fold, 
acknowledging thar the famecould in no fort 
be enioyed rogether with the diftra@tion and 
occupation of temporall chings:inftru@ing her 
Religious she would often fay vato: them that 
their company would be then gratefull vato 

—|God whea they were moft rich 10 Pouerty, 


oe 


aod | 
. atten  ineieriedl catia ineen tates aman eee ; 
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and would beconferued moft firmeand ftable 
if 1¢ were allwayes fortifyed aad ieuvirooed 
with the rampiers and Strong sbuiwarkes of | , 
‘ponerty: she allfo admonished her beloved 
‘daughters in Canf lefws co conforme them-}. 
| (clues to him lying poorein the bed of poverty, 
'and being but newly borne was by the moft 
{acred virgio his Mother layed inthe manger: | 
aod in his life pofieded nothing hiuiby of con-| | 
cinuallallmes,. and dyed wholy naked on the 
Crofle. His deuout foule receaued with great 

lioyeand comfort the peeces and moreells of |. 
bread Which the Religious mem broughefrom | 
the doores: hauing demauaded it for the loue 
of God, shewing no fuch content at che fight of 
whole toaues:She Would neuer heare of rétes,| - 
reuenewes,peofions , orany ftable poffeffions. 
Pope Gregorie the sioth louing this E{poufe 
of lefus-Chrest,with a fatherly affection , ari 
ving at Af:/iom thse yeare 1228. for the Cano 
| alization of the Seraphicall Facher S. Francasbe- 
| fore he made hiseorricintothe Citty he went 
co vifice hisdeer daughter Clare , and amongft 
other difcoarfes he laboured to per:wade her 
to admitt of rents , alleadging the great viciffi- 
‘tude and alterations oftimes , warres , incur 
fian of Enemies,and pilladge of Countries the 
coldnes of Peoples devotion towards the 
poore of kiss Carift, the pouerty and miferie 
ofthe world; wherfore he iudged it conue. 
nient she sHould be eftablishedin fome feevri- 
ty by rents and poffeffions , he pruferring him 


T | _ felfe 
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{elfe te beflow them vpon her ; bute all thefe| 
waighty reafons and faire offers ioyned With } 
the foucraigne authority, of fo great a Prelate 
were not of force to make her coofent orchage 
her vodaunted refolution , wherfore the Pope 
fayd voto her my daughter if you feareto 
breake or infringe your vowe I willabfolue 
you from that obligation; but the coGragious | 
virgin ao{wered him prefeotly with great pro- 
foud humility moft holy Father Ishall beeuer } 
glad to receaue from your holines the abfolu- 
ties of all my finnes; but I neuerdefire to be 
abfolued from following the paches and fteps 
of my Redeemer Chras# /e/we:many Prelats and 
. | great perfonscameto.vifite her who counfeiled 
her ¢o mitigate her, Rale. inthe point of po- 
uerty andaufterity,bat after she had well wray- 

hed the affaire andrecommended the fequell }. | 
jto God she fully. refolued to obferue the firft 
Rulewhich had bene given her by theSeraphi- 
call Father S, Frases confidering that our Lord 
would giue (ufficient ftrength and forees to 
thofe whom heshould calltathis B. ftate and 
happy condition to ¥ndergoe it : to conclude: 
all her care and cheefe ftudie was inall the de- 
‘| grees of perfeét poverty to conforme her felfe 
to naked Chrsf crucifyed, fo that oo terrence 
thing should be able to feparate the poore vir- | 
gin from her beloued nor impeaeh her from 
J ranaing after the fuwreere Odour of his per- 

fumes. e% oS 
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How Sainé&e Clare demannded of Pope} . 


Innocent the forth the pri- — 


niledge of poserty. 
CHAP. XXL. 


Asy priuiledges are dayly fought for 
and demaunded’of the foueraigne Bif- 
hopp , but never hath the like to this 
bene heard of which the prudent virgin aod 


_ au 


hamble fuppliant Clare did feeke for: for defi-| °' 
ring to intitle her Religion with thetitle of | 


pouerry,she demaunded of Pope Innocent the 
fourththe priuiledge of pouerty:tohaue pouer: 
ty for her patrimony poverty for her confola- 


tion pouerty for the folace ofall ker diftreffes | 


and powerty forthe fundameatall ftone of her 
Order: his holines who had never heard fuch 
a demaund or bene prefented with the like 
{upplication amazed at her generous refolu- 


tion and admirable conftancy awoutched pu-| 


blick'y beforethe Cardinatls, andthe whole 
Coart-thacthelike priustledge had neuer bene 
demaunded of the Sea Apoftolick: hewertheles 
he highly extolled her magaanimous requett: 
and fince she defired with her danghrers to 
lead an Apoftolicall life he graunted herfuie 
andtotheendanew & wnaccuftomed fauour 
mighe comply with a newrequeftthe Pope 


yrith great content write with bis owne hand 
I ic, 


T2 the 


he 


148 ‘Theadmirab fe 


‘ 


the firft letter of priuiled ges ,Watering it with : 
teares afdeuotioa, — on te Oe 


/ 


(|, |The Bull of “Pope Tshecout the fourth how! 

, the Religions of Sainte Clare | 
may wot be confirained to © 

| ss weceawe rpnts op | 


poffelfions. 


3 .Gaod to hisdeerly beloued daughtersin Ie- 
fas Gh: Glere Abbefle andthe other Si- 
fters ofthe monaftery of 3. Daman at Aftfisten, 
as well prefentaste come healthand Apafe-' 
licall benedi€tion ; {cing that itis manifeft that’ 
yqu hauefoldall your goods to beftow them| 
on the poort the beuer to renounce he 
thoughtsand defires of cemporall thiags defi- 
ring-to be wholy dedicated vato God,and that}. 
you havea firme refolutig notto holdia what; 
& ; fort focuec. any poffefligns or immoueable 
| goods. following in all things the footfteps 
of him Who for vs was made poore the way 


a thetrath, and the life; neither is the oeceffiry 

{ and .want-of temporall things able to terrifiel - 
Z . you frem this Krme purpofe far fo much as th 

ae left haad of your heauenly fpoufe is vader your; 
( [head to fuftaine the greae fecblenes of your bo-| 


‘I dye the which you Haue {ubie Ged ‘ynto the| 
| law ofche {pirite with great feruour of charity | 


po Pg that’ 
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Naacent Bishop fersant ofthe feruants of: _ 


| OF 8. Clare, T43| 
‘that Lord who feedeth thebirds oftheajr and, 
cloatheth the hearbs ofthe feilds will reward | 
you with himfelfein eternity : wheo bisrighe | 
hand shallembracé you glorioufly in his per- 
| fe vifion, Mooued heerwith as allfofor that | 
| you demaund of vs with great humility that |. 
| yee Would Coafirme vnto you with our Apo- 
ftolicall grauat:thefayd refolution which you | 
haue taken to follow the mofthigh pouerty | 
wee yeeld vnto you by the tenour of thefe pre. | 
jfentleteers , thae you may not be conftrained |. 
by any whofoewer he be,to haue, take, or re- 
taineany temporall pofleMfions:and ifany mayd 
would not or could not keepe this Rulelee| 
herngtremaine with you but be ftraightway| si; 
{ent vato fome other place : alfo wee. Z mz 


aod forbid chat no perfon of what quallity or. 
condition foeuer he may be , be fo boldas to 
{ rouble your monafterie : and if any perfon Ee- 
{ clefiafticall or fecular knowing this eur confti- 
| ention and confirmation , attempt io what fort 
' (oener to doe contrary tothe fame , aod after 
} having bene three divers times reprehended 
| and aduernifed , doth aot amendand make due 


(atisfa@tionfor hisfaule, be shall be = 


of his office, dignity , and honour: aod thae 
ane may knowe fuch a perfon allready to be 
cendemned for his wickednes by the iuft iudg- 
| taent of God, he chall be cut of from the holy 
communion of all fatehfull Chriftians and 
shall be guilty of the diuine vengeance at the 
(egessen neh bue thofe who loue youallia 
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Chriff yefes, and your Order, {pecially = | ae 
haftety of Sen: Damian ; the peace of God be : thin 
withthem , tothe end they may receaue the. wmeth 
‘fruit of cheir good Workes and may find the ubogular 
recompence of eternall beatitude atthe day cf} mde 
the rigorous and laft indpment, ather ( 
. oe ; | ‘ + ptbe fro 
Cees oe ; sti 8 ’ des 7 
Of the great proidence of God towards S. ae \ 
| Clare. | _ * water. 
eae ane ot ‘ r an cade of | 

( a a . Wome t 
CHAP. XXII | = 

_ — = - ‘atta dit 

VT isa wotable draught and figne of the fin- farbe R 
gular prouidéce of God that fo many.poore iene 

oe Relibious not referuing any ,temporall rece 
‘goods oor fo much asthe freedome or power tech 
towwish or defiregaine thofe goodes which echou 
they have renoune-dand abandoned by anex- Wherevs 
prefle and voluntary vowe: wholy relying on Diracle: 
the fuccour of the diuine providence , doe yet than} 
| oeuer Want nourrishment or neceffarie main- tread 
‘| tenance for this life: Ut is a couenant and com> Nhat [| 
‘promiffe of muruall obligation , (according to Preleny 
the faying of S Francs ,) made betweene God refs 
andthe Religious; to wit that the Religious feos, 
for their part should forfake and abandone all: Meh 
aod our Lord for his part’should materaine}< {te di 
and nourishthem : and that nutin'thenatere} =~ |idlo; 
that a Mafter doth his fervants: butas a Fa; ty 
ther doth-his‘Childreo: it appertaines to the gion 
ae _ foue- | - 

ie — 
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‘| foucrai gne providence of God, to prouide thé 

ofall things neceflarie: which his pretie per- 

formeth with fuch affiduouscare,asifhetooke| ee 

a fioguier delighe therein. On this divine fs 

prouidence the prudent virgin Clare hath foan- | 

ded her Order, Religion, and Familie.1t shall 

not be from our purpofe, to recordtwo mira 

cles, which did {pring from the menits of this 

zealous louer of pouerty. One day ,it chanced, 

that ehere was not in all che Monafterie one : : 

loafe of Bread , andthe houreofdionerbeing) = = | , 

| come, the Sainte called the Ds/penfier whica | | 
was Sifter Cecsse of Spoletum , and appointed R | | 

her to diwide the loafe in tWo,and to fend halfe| - | 

tothe Religious Brothers , whoferued with. 

out,and referue the other halte for ehem(elues: 

whereof ‘she should make fifty portions , be- 

caufe there were fo many-Religious: andehae} 

she should lay them on the table of pouerty: 

Wherevnto the Os/penfiery anlwered: thatthe 

miracles of /e/us Christ were needfullto make 

fo many portions forth of fofmall a quantity | 

of bread, but S.Clarereplyed my daughter doe ; 

what.I bid you. The Religious woman went 

prefeorly co effet the commaund of her Ab-. 

‘befle: who wentto prayer Wishallher Reli-, 
gious , prefeating their voWes ard teares to 

{ theirheauenly Spoufe ,andimmediately | by; 

the divine goodnes, the fmall peeces of bread! 

| did fo augmentinthe handes of the Ds/penfier 

thae curt them sthacthey fuffifed forthe refe-) 

&ion of the Commanity. This wasa ftroake | / 


of 
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ee Turae-wheele: to the ead abrother might 
.. | | goe begg fome for the loue of God: the B. 
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of the paternall prouidence of God, _ who 
was in this forg delighted ‘to confolate 
thofe who ferued ‘him ,with fo free a-hare, It 
happened an other time that the feruants of 
Ja/us Chrift wanted oyle, fo thatthey had not 
{ufficient to drefle meace. for the ficke: $. Clare 
being aduertifed of this neceffity , tookea pett 
which (as Miftrefle of humility )she washed 
with her owne handes : then fent it to the 


"| Dam(ell recommending this want to the 
prouidence of God : the Religious brother 


' being called found the fayd pott miraculoufly 


full of excellent eyle: wherfore thioking that 
the Sifters bad called him withoure neceffity, | 
murmuring to himfelfe, he fayd , thefe Sifters 
koowe not what they would *haue , their 
pott being full of pure oyle. God didén this 
fort often prouide by dxtraordinary meanes 
for the néceffities of this poore hand maydes 
{PY the interceffion of their prudent Mother, 
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OF the anflere evortification faftes aud abfli- 
- — wence of S. Clare. | | 


. CHAP. XXUI. - 


Lehough the Bodye hath beene giaen 
- vato the foule for a deer an J inteparable 
companion to be her fubiect and with. 
out refiftance in all things to obay her will; 
sotwithftanding after the finne of our firft Fa. | 
ther ,she is become rebellious, and violating 
the bandes of amiry is turned into afierce and 
cruell enemy , refufing to be fubie& to any but 
her difordered appetites, feeking eafe and de. 


‘| light infeofaall pleafures, Aying mortification | 


abftineoce and penoance and all aéts of virtac 
this tirant doth ever wage Warre again reafon 
precipitating her in to masy Waworthy as; 
wherforeit is requifiteto e::aftife the rebelli- 
ous flesh, humbliag and fubduing herby au- 
fterity , pennaace, mortification and ftripes, 
vfing her in Nature ofa @aue teaching herto 
obay she commaundements. Of reafon,rathis 
fortdid S, Clare triumph, for she was (o feuere 
aod io fome fort cruell to her owne bodye: as 
to her deadly esemie , her life wasno htebat | 
a life of contiauall fafting ; never defifting for 
her infirmity or ary other accafion how vr: |, 


gent focuer. She cloathed herinsocentbody| 
metnnterngmaaenaeates aaa ; 


Seepeeeene, 


\ an With 


-_—- =e Sen ae a Y 
/ a ‘ 
* f 


134. The admirable life = 

with one fingle habitt all patched and a cloake 
of grofle cloath rather to couer her body 
then to defend it from the importuaities of the 
feafons , neuer Wearing ftockings nor shoos to 
defend her felfe fromthe cold; this Efpeule of | 
le[se Chrit inueated a W wayestocloath her 
felfe with the liueries of her {poufe for she 
|caufed to be made a tunick of hoggs haire 
Which she wore next her skinne , this was 
j not fufficiemt to aflwage the heateof her loue 
nor fatiat thedefire she had of doing penoance 
for she wore befides a Cilice made of horfe 
haire interlaced with hard knots, which once 
Silter .sgues.of Afsi/Sum borrowed of her with 
greatimportunity but having experienced the 
sharpnestherofshe reftored itto $.C/aremore 
readily then.she had ioyfally borrowed it, ad- 
| miring how fo tender abody could fupport it; 
 \her ordinary~bed was the bare ground ving 
| fome times to lye yponthe cuttings of vigoes 
{anda block of Wood for her bolfter or pillow, 
sherent, her body with cruell and hard difci- 
plines; by thefeferuorous aufterities fabduing 
the flesh and preferuing the luftre of her virgi- 
nall purity: but in regard chat-the rigorous life 
> { wherwith she afflicted her body broughther 
to fieknes, the holy Father S$. Frescw edm: 
maunded her to.lye'vponchafte: therigour of 
her abftinence in her faftes was fuch that she 
gould aot maintaine her bodyin life falitele did 
she cat, wherfore jt Was apparent that she 
was {uftained by diuine virtue :. whemshe had 
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her health she fatted from all Saintsto Chrift- 
mas and the giole Lent with bread and water 
except the Sundayes: and whichis more ade 
mirable three dayes in the weeke to Wit, 
Munday Wednefday and Fryday in the 


Lent sheeat nothing at all, andthe better to} 


difpofe her felfe for the fates commaunded by 
che Church on tlie Eves ofthe fayd faftes she 
eat nothing buat bread and water; wherfore 
wee need not Wonder iffucharigour fo long 
contioued bred many infirmities 10 this holy 
virgio exieauating herforces,and ouertorew- 


ing the natural] vigour and health ofherbody,| 


{thedeuoue Religious daughters of this holy 


mother had exceeding compaffion of -her bit- 
cerly lamenting the vatimely death which she 
voluntarily procured her feife , for remedy 
wherof §. Franc and the Bishop of s/s/runs 
fortad herthofe three dayes offalt winich eve 
ry weekesheinfliGed onherfelfe , andcom-|. 
maunded hernot to paffe one day without ta- 
king at the leaft anofice and a halfe of bread eo 
cooferue life ; and allbeit fuch greeuous affli-} 
Gions of the body doe accuftome to breed 
alifafomeaffiQiontothe heart, yetin herit 
produced acontrary effe& for hercoiitenance 
ws coer mild and ioyfullin all her aufterities, 
fo as she feemedto have no feeling of them or 
to feare no inconuenience by them fetring light 
by all corporall aff: Aions which fufaciently 
demonftrated that the fpiriedallioye wherwith 
6e Wasigteriourly nourished appeared exte- 
nce neg oe gg ee 
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riour y in her huly face ; becanfe the true love 
of the heart maketh pennance {weet and 
eafy. . | 


How Saint Francis and Sainte Clare 
made their refettion together and of 
an admirable rapt. _ 


| CHAP. XXIV. 


"WHE chaft and vofpotted Turtle Clare 
was fingularly deuoted and affected to 
the Church of Portiuncula it being the 

place where she had given the tickett of de-' 
fyance to the Worldbeforethe Allar of the 
fowneraine Queene of heauen and earth eon- 
fecrating her felfe to lefas.Chrsf her immortall 
Spoufe ; therfore she feruently defired to vifit 
once morethisfacred chappel! wherynto (ame 
Frasca condefcended oot without the diuine 
iofpiratien Who inteaded to worke great mat- 
tersby thisholy confereace. This holy virgin 
accompanyed with fome ofher Religious Si- 
fers entred into this holy temple, wher along 
time she pre“ented her prayer vato God, yeel- 
ding him thankes for the fasours which she 
had reeeaued in that place , she faluted her Ad- 
uocatreffe the glorious Queene of Angells;' 
| | and vifited all the Allears §.F rence going forth | 
| of the place, ordained a napkinne te be {pread| 
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,o0 the ground with a flender Portion accor. 

| ding to bis powerty. forthe firit mefle he be- 
gan fo highly to difcourfe of dinine t-yfteries 
that both himfelfe S.C/ereand all ¢:.e Religious 
mea and Woemen there prefent were rapt io 
extafie , their eyes eleuated on high and their 
foules in a manner tranfported to heauen? at 
the fame ioftat the Cittizens of A fiifium beheld 
the houfe of our Lady ot Angellsto burne and; 
all che bordesing place and mountaine adiacent 
but above all the fire ouer the monafterie fee- 

med moft raging and vehement wherfore they 
haftened from all fides to quench it, but eom- 

ming tothe place they found aeither fyre nor 
flame bat only of the holy ghoft whom they} 
confidered and ackaowledged in the counte-} 
mancesandafpedts of thofe whom they found 
yet fitting abforbed in God with S. Care ,and 
hercompanions , from whenee awaking aod 
perceauing the heavenly grace they tafted litele 
els, being allready faciated aad full of this {p1- 

ritual food ; thuseuery oae retired feelding}| : 
thankes te God , who doth prefent and afford 
himfelfe to thofe who doe vnite themfelues to 
him by Charity $.C/arereturned to her Mona-, 

ftery of S. Dewsan wher her Religious recea- 

ued her with fingular confolation beeaufe they 
feared §. Francs would haue fent her to found 
a Monafterie in fome other place as he had 
done to her Sifter sgnes to whom he gave the 
gouuernement of the Monaftery neer Florence| 
| and this they apprehended the more for chat 4 


Vv 4 > OCO~™ had 
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had warned her to be ready to goe whither 
foeuer he shonld thinke fitting. ~ | 


The coppie: of a letter which S. Agnes 
—— Seritt from Florence to her Sifler 
Sainte Clare , and'to all —- 
| the Religions of S. | 3 
es Damian. 


CHAP. XXV. 


: O the venerableand beloued Lady and 
| Mother in our Lord lefus chrift Clare & 
toall her Conueot humble Sifter sgmes 
theleaft ofthe difciples of Je/us Chrift and. of 
- | yours ,commendeth her felfe vato you alland 
proftrate at your feet doth yeeld youall fub- 
miffion and devotion, wishing voto you what 
is moft pretious from the moft high king of 
kings to che end that all nature that hath bene 
created of God doeacknowledge itfelfe cabe 
fuch asiecan not perfilt of it felfe inits owoe 
eflence the divine providence moft prudently 
permitteth that when any one efteemeth him 
felfeto bein profperity.chen ishe drowned & 
plunged in aduerfity:thisI tell you my moft 
deer motherthatyou may knowe what affll 
Gion and extreame heauinés poffeffeth my {pi 
rit being fo tormented that hardly can I f{peake 
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and thisbecaufe I am corporally {eparared £15 
you gud my hol? Sifters with wiom I hoped | 
to have |-appily lived aod dyed inthis world fo 
far ischis my -reete from {lacking that it con- 
cinually increafeth whichasit hada beginning |. 
fo doe I beleeue it will find no end inthis 
world; fotftis continuall and familliar ato 
methat I greatly feare it will neuer forfake 
me “1 was per(waded thislife and death should 
bea like without power of any feparation wp: 
earth amongftthem Who haug one famecon- | 
uerfation aod lifein heauenand muft haue ce 


(ame fepulture, them [ay whom one (amee- 
qua!I and nacurall profeffion and one fame loue 
hath made Sifters, but fo farre as I can fec | 
being abandoned and affl:fted on each fide, I | > - 
am much miftaké O my holy Sifters I befeech 
you to be reciprocally greeued withmeand{ = ° 
lerevs Weep together being affured that-you | 
shall never experience any delour like vato 
that which I now teele in being feparated fré 
them With whom lefws Chrift had conioyned 
me, this greef cormenteth me inceflantt 
this fier burneth my heart continually fo that 
being on each fide affli&ted I know not what 
to thinkeneither doth any hoperemaine but to 
be‘affilted by vour prayersthat almighty Ged 
eafing this sfflition may make it tollerable 
vnto mé: O my moft gratious Mother what 
shall} doe, and what shall Ifay fthI know] | 
not that ever I shallfee you more or likewife| © 
; ‘ my Sifters tharit were lawfullformeco weer} * 
_—— oo eerie Dhnecadinmresenamtnh- casa 
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vaco you the conceipts of my foule as I would 
defire, orthat Fcoald open my heart vato you 
vpon this paper then should you fee the liuely 
and Contioualldoloursthattorment me , my 


'Sfoule burnech interiourly being affliéted with 


- 


‘an inceGant fycr of loue,and my hart groaneth 
figheth and lamenteth with defire of your pre- 
ferce, myne eyescan not haue their fill of wee- 
‘ping andalbeit I fecke for fome confolatio 
againtt thisbitcernes yet can] find none but e- 


-luery thing curseth in to greefe , and much 


more When I confider the meanes to fee you 


{1am intirly (teeped in thefe anguishes,. hauing 


nooethatcan comfort mein chis life , bue chat 
‘Lreceauealitcle confolation from the liberall 
haod of our Sauiour Lefes Chrif which caufeth 
me tobefeech you allte giue thankes vato. his 
diuine Maiefty, forthis fauour and mercy ex- 
tended towardsme: and forthat throug; his 
grace , I find fuch concord , peace andcharity, 
in this conaentas by words can not be expref- 
fed, thefe Sifters hauing receaued me with ex- 


- (eceding loucanddeuotion, yeelding me Obe- 


dience with extraordinary prompritude and 


 |reuerence, they all with one accord recom- 


J} mend themfeluesto our Lord JefesChrift, and 


to you my Sifter ,andtoallthe Sifters of the 
monafterie, and I recommend my felfe and 


‘| them to your holy prayers ,befeeching you asa 


mother robe miodfall of them and of me as of 
yoor daughters,and koow you thatthey aod I 
willall the dayes of our life obferyeand keepe 


your 
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conformably to your intention aad mine parti- 
calarly io the matter you know; to wit that 
wee may not poffefie any thiog propes , Ibe- 
feech you my moft dear mother to procure the |. 
Reuerend Father Generall that he often wifit 
vs,to comfort vs in God, Whofe grace be with 
year fpirit. Amen. | , 


Of the great defire Sainte Clare had to 
Jaffer martirdome for the 
lome of her Creatoar. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


He Angelicall Do&our 8. Thomas who 

is held to be one of the greateft and pro- 

foundefl deuines that hath appeared in 
this world and a bright shining ftarre in the} 
Charch of God is of opinion that there is not 
in our Cliriftian Religion aoy a& more great 
| more ocble excellent and meritorious theothe 
|  |excellency ofmartirdome , in fuch fortashe 
| exaleeth che triumph of martyrs aboue the dig- 
nity of confeflours andvirgins, or aboue any 
other degree of merit; andcruly oo¢ without 
iuft ground, fith lefus Chrsst hath firft giuen his 
(eatence in fauour therof: fayiog ther is n0 
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‘greater ceitimonie of true affection aad loue to 
la friend thaacto expofe his oWae life tor him: 
jchisis performed by the glorious martirs gi- 
juing proofe oftueir great zeale to Gad tothe 
lotle of heir liues:Waich theyexpole like ge 
‘herous champtods forrhe lowe of their Crea- 
tour. S,Clare vaderftandiog that fide Religious 
mea ofthe Order S. Frances the yeare 1219. had 
receiueithe palme of martirdome by Marmo- 
‘lia King of Marocho a great perfecutour of 

| Chriftiaasand that the Seraphicall Father had 

| bieffed te monaftery of Alenquer (f16 whence 

| they were departedtogoe wato martirdome) 
(with his Benedi@ion, be thombleffed che ha- 
|bitation ofthe moft high which haft begoe & 

7 | brought forthto the king of heawen fiue beau. 
‘erfull flowers of che colour of the Rofe aad 
bloud, and of a fweetand moft odoriferous 
fent ; that is fiue true Freer Minors the firft 
fraits of this Order;thae forever che Religious 
who dwell im thee obferue moftexaly our 
Rale,shetherfore being animated like a noble 
Elephant by the beholding of bloud shed for 
—dewe, {the loue of God, her heart was foferueatly in- 
‘T Wadd, | famed and fet on fire, chaeshe breathed noth- 
adannj, | ing-but martirdome and the effafion of her vir- 
121;.4. |gtvallbloud, defring to become wholy like 
voto her Spoafe who was white by innocency 

aod Ruddie dnd purple in kis bloud,; allher 
prayers and ‘communions tended towards the 

“1 obtaining of this feruerous defire of ber foale, 
wherfore inimitatiog of the Religious before 


de 
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meotioned defiring to shew vnto erting and 
igaorant foulesthe true way offaluation, not 
regarding her.owne weaknes nor the frailty of 
her fex she refolued to paffe the feas and to 
feeke out the king Marmelin, and for the exe 

cution of this her generous defigne she pre- 
fenced fupplication vpon fupplication to the 
holy Father S.Fraacws befeeching him to giue 
her licence and permiffion:butthe prudent aod 
picifull Father commaunded her tofurceafe 
aod to fuppr-fle the fervour of herinteriour 
motions, perfeueringin her conuent, declaring 
voto her that her long |jfeand prefence was 
alleogether needfull,fith she was ordainedin 
the Pallace of the great king for guide and mi 
ftrefle of his deare Efpoufes: & that in her mo- 
nafterie she was wo vndergoe, along ,teadious, 
and paicfull martirdome? asfince hath bene 
truly verified ; fith for the. {pace of 1Woand 
fortie yeares with a Magnanimous and invin. 
cible courage, she vaderwent pouerty renun- 

lai of her owae will, contiouall fafting, | 

difcipline , anda lifemoft auftere, wich cooti- 
puall ficknes and corporall infirmity wherwith 
she maccrated her flesh without all mercy or 
pity , contemning her aduerfarie andall his 
temptations triumphing over him: crucifying 
the flesh with the concupifeences therof , by 
this meanes gaining a glorious victorie of mar- 
tirdome.T he Seraphicall Father S, Fraxcw ha- 
aiog receiued theimpreffion of the faered fti- 
gmates difclofed that fingular favour to his 


se X ts  —_ eldeft 
LL LL LC A A CAAT TOTO AIO a, 


\ 


- ee 

1164, The wdusirable life 

‘| eldeft daughter in Chrsi Je/as $.Clare shewing 
them voto her and she made himcertaine plai- 
fters to mitigate his dofour : fome of thefe 
plaifters are yet referued inthe fayd Conuent 
of Religious women in ofs/iens in great re- 
erence. 


4 


How Saint Francis gawe his bencditfion 
to Sainte Clare before his de th 
and his body ‘was she wed 
usio her after bis 
deceafe. 


CHAP. XXVIL | 
7 a 


He faiehfall feruant of God fasmt Brances 
knoWing that the time approched wher- 

inhe should reoder vp his foule to his 
Creatour: being fick in the Citty of Afs/ium 
he defired ¢o'be carryed to our Ladyes of An- 
gells: that he might yeeld vpthe {pirit of life 
where he had receaned that ofgrace: and ha- 
uing obtained licence ofthe Bishop » and Go- 
uernour ofthe City he caufed him felfe to be 
| carried being accompanied with. great part of 
the City : and being come to the hofpitall 
which isia the midde way betweene the City | 
& Portsswcsla caning himfelfe in hisbedtobe, 
layd downe on the ground and turning himfelte ; 
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towards «fifium he befought God for the 
People andthe Citie,and wept forfeemg the 
great euills and warres which were to befall 
it and gaue his benediGtion fayiag: be thou 
O City blefied by the fouveraine Lord God, | 
becaufe by thee many foules shall be faued, & 
‘Many great feruants of God of both fexes shall 
dwellin thee and by meanes of thee many shall j 
paffe to the king of glory , after his benedi- 
Gion profecuting his way to our B.Lady of | | 
Angells Sante Clare his true difciple and deare 
daughtor in lefas Chri? fearing not to fee him 
before his death ,fé¢ aMeflenger voto him how 
she wasin the fameextremity , aodthat she 
¢oald not liue long yea perhaps she sheuld 
goe the firft, and thae she felt inexplicable 
griefe to dy without his benedifion, and 
without the comfort of his prefence, he being 
her Maifter and beleued Father , wi erfore 
with bended koees she befought him by the 
facred Paffion of our B. Saviour that he would 
sot lee her thus depart'deaoid ofcomfort but 
| graaot her ebis laft and fingular favour astro vis 
\ fit her before he went to our Lady of Angelis, : 
| the Seraphicall Father §. Franca felt bimfelfe 
moued with the bowells of fatherly eompaf 
Gon for that he could not fatisfy her for the 
. erninent perill Wherein he was and for thatthe 
Phifitions keights and gentlemea who did 
tend him would not permit him: calling for 
penne inck and paper he feot her by a Reli- 
\ gious manhis benedi€tion and then lifting vp 
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his eyes to heaueo he fayd voto him goe and 
comfort my beloued Sifter Clare giving ber 
thefe good tidiogs that she shall fee me be. 
fore her death aad it shall be foone, and all her 
Sifters likewife eo their preat confolation. T his 
prophefietooke effet: foraiter his death the 
Religious, Clergie, Priefts, and multitude of 
people earried him with all piety reverence 
and deuotionto the Religious of §. Daman to 
theendthey might fee and behold this holy 
body imbellished and adorned with the facred 
‘} wounodes of our Redeemer, and thatthey 
mi-he give him rhelaft imbracement. 
Ictis not to be exprefled what contect S. 
Claveand her Religious Sifters receiued be. 
| holding the body of their holy gnide and dire 
Gour : adorned with the fine diamants and 
pretious pearles of his facred Woundes, wher 
fore §.Clare brake forthintothefe Wordes: O 
God moftadmirable io che perfon of our holy | - 
Father S, Franca, fith thou haft henored him 
to beare the markes of chy faered pa(fion , the 
badges of thy croffe , the woundes and {carres 
{| wherby thou haft redeemed the world and 
gained a moft clorious and triumphant vidtory. 
| |O my daughters how happy are our cyes 
which doe merit to behold the facred ftigmats 
which God with his owne handes hath im- 
preffed in the handes of our beloved Father: O- 
thrife happy are ourlipps wherwith weeare 
permitted to kiffe the wroundes of his handes: 
and Feet, and that of his fide florishing like a 


fresh 
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res!) vermillion RofeO facred “oundes firft 

indured by the fonne of God for our fiones, 

aod now renewed in our Seraphicall Father 

tor our fakes S.clere with her Religious ha- 

aing honoured and kifled the fiue vermillion 

Rofes of his woundes , watered and ba 

thed his body With eheir ceares: she labou- 

red (but ia vaine) to have taken out one of 

the Nailes forth of the wound of his hand |' 

to haueconferued it for a pretious Relicque 

wherfore she contented her felfe to dipp a 

cloth into the woundes of the Father which is 

to this day kept with great devotion in the 

Conuent of S-Clare in 2/afum: she meafured 

the heighe of his body and caufed him tobe . 

drawacia lively colours , whieh pi&ure she Lae’ 

Ea in the Oratorie of her Religious the waded |. 

ody tas reftored to the people who were ee 

much wearyed with their long ftay he was car- use 5 

ried to S. Georges and buried io a ncw tombe ed 

where heremained foure whole yeares ynder| 7" 

fure cuftodie vatilla Church was built to his 

honour , at the defpence of Pope Gregoristhe 

ointh ,he himfelfe laying the firft Ronéin the 

prefence of a multitude of people, if you defire 

now to know the pefture of this B. body, it is 

ioa Caue or Ch apell voder the ground , ftan. 

ding vpright on his feet without any ftay , his 

face curned towards the eaft, his eyes lifted vp| a ¥ 

to heaven looking very attentiuely as he was | ilaaees 

accuftomed in his life time, his handes ioyned | *7"”- 

one Within the other within the fleeues ofhis | * a 
hab - 
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7 | 


habit refting on his breaft? in all parts his body 
isaseatire & free from corruptié as at the firft 
day of his death; nothing being lacking vato 
him but f{peech and motion: his woundes aod 
the bloud of them are exceeding: fresh in this 
pofture and manner Pope Necoasthe fifth with 
fix other perions did find him the yearer4.49 
which was 223.yearesafter his death, he yeel- 
ded folweet and fragrant afmell that fcarfely 
couldthey fupport it for it was fo admirably 
penetrating that it rayfed their {pirits into 
extafic, : 


Of the pirituall doffrine wherwith 
Sainte Clare nourished ber 
daughters. 


CHAP, XXVIII 


His vigilaat Abbeffe Clare was not ig- 

_ porant howche care of foules is great 

| perillous,and dangerous , io fuch fort as 
the moft wirtsous and moft fafficient finde 
chem({elues oppreffed therwith often fighing 
and groaning vader the borden of their office, 
as accountable to God for the foules of their 
fubie&s, according to that faying of the Apo- 
ftles: Obey your guides and be you fubie& to 
them for they wat¢h ouer your foules as thofe 
that muft render an account for you before the 
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face of our Lord: an Angell guardian hath bue 


one foule in his cuftodie, and yet he hath often | 


enough to doe , but afuperiour hathas many 
{oules as he hath fabiedts, For which caufe this 
prudent prelate Clare did often feeke to haue 
freed her felfe from the chardge,but obedience 
and charity forced herto bow vaderthe yoake 
of fuperiours she shinedia the middeft of her 
daughters like a moft refulgeat funne by the 
light of her holy doGtrine and thefplendour of 


her good Workes: coupling together doing} — 


and teaching; hértoung, and her handes,her 


words , and her Works, The daughters did | Chron. 
beholdthemfelues as inaglaffe inthe life of p.1./.8. 
their mother labouring to doe as she did, and | ¢.7- 

jo imitation of her they indeuored to aduance | Le. 

ia the loue of their heavenly fpoufe,darting in | wad,ad} 
fecret toward heauen moft {weet and amorous | 489079. 
affe @ions fufficiently declaring chat they dee | 1215. §. 
lighted io nothiag but heauenly{ things after} 38. 


which they ineeffantly breathed by the power 
fallattraction of their Superiours incitements 
he ehat would hauefeene an Abridgmeat and 


model of perfectiog might haue looked onthe]. 


Convent of §, Damian, Where the loue of God 
and obedience to Superiours did rale, all the 
Religious being Aogells and amiddeft the hell 
of this world was to be found a Celeftiall pa. 
radice. She taughe them to cleer their foules 
of all ramors of the worldthae they might the 
more freely attaineto the high fecrets of God: 
and not to adheare with difordinate affection 
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| totheir kindred bute to forgett thehoufe of 
their Father to be gratefull in the eyes of . brs/# 
| Te/acs;she admonished them tofurmount and 
iconcemmne the neceffiries of theirbodyes, and 
ba getta habit of repreffing thedeceipts and 
| appetites of the flesh by the bridle of reafon: 
sheallfo inftru&tedchem that the fubtill enemy 
armed with malice continually addvefieth his 
hidden fnares to furprife pure foules and thae 
ihe tempreth the pious in an other forteheo 
| wordlings ; finally she would have the howers 
ofthe day well deuided , part tobe employed 
lio prayer and the other part in corporallabour 
(being an Enemy to difordered tedious and too 
long devotions, asbeing the feruours of felf- 
loueand feigned holines. After the Canonical! 
‘howere she ordained that her Sifters should 
be employed in handy-labours the more to 
incite them againe to prayer,and by thefe occu- 
pations were inkindled in their breaftes fyrie 
| | dartes of diuine loue, she had fuch a wioneing 
and allureing conuerfation that she rauished 
the hearts of her Sifters , none ever heard her 
fpeakebut it mollifyed their hearts others dif 
folvedintoteares before her like fnow by the 
powerfull beating of the fun-beames: neuer 
was ther feene a ftriGer filence then there, 
nora moreAngelicall manner of tife there was 
notin this holy houfe to béfeene one fole a@ 
ofvanitieneitherin word, nor figne; nor any 
lightnes of Idle difcourfes, fo mortifyed they 
were,S, Clare had not onely a care of the foules 


of 
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of her daughters but alifo of their weake and 
tender bodyes prouiding for their neceffities 
with great zesle and charity, for she went ofté 
in the night when it was coldtovifit and cou- 
uer them w -en they flept,and if she found any 
benummed with cald or otherwifein ill difpo © 
fition chrough the ttri& obferuance of che c6-. 
mon rigour she commaunded them to take| . 
fome recreation till fuch time asthey had. {a- | 
tisfyed their neceffiry:when this meeke Doue 
faw any of herReligiousaflauleed with té starid 
or with melaocholieshe called her afide and 
louingly comforted her: and oftentimes caft 
her felfe proftrare at the feet of hole that were 
affli&ted withfadnesor ficknesto mitigate the 
forec of their greefe by her motherly cheri- 
shines: for which they prooued not yegrat- 
fall,bue farrendered themfelues deuourly into 
the handeés of their holy mother, they reue- 
renced the O fiice of Prelacie in their Miftreffe 
and followed the paths of fo diligenca puide, 
fquaring cheir a€tions by this Ef poufe of Te(sw- 
Christ ,admiring the excellency of her fandtity 
and charitie, | . 


‘ 
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Of the great defire she bad to beare 
she word of God. 


. CHAP. XXIX. 


wt His Glorious faintetooke fingularcon- 
tent ia hearing the Word of God, know - 
; iag very well that voder the rind cherof 
is hidthe fweetnes of {piritt, she knew very 
well that fermons did greatly profit foelesde- 
nouaciog the B. way to eternity to the hearers. 
and asa good appetite and to rellish meate is 
a figne of good health ,and giveth fu fficient te. | 
_{timonie of the good difpofition of the body: | 
even {o he that delighteth to hear the word of 
Ged ia fermons or fpiritualldifeourfes, hath 
an affured figne of good difpofition and health | 
of foule,the outriment of she {piric isthe werd | 
of God : ifit be negleQed. or reie&ed the foule 
1s oot ableto liue being depriued of her Food. | 
| Wherforethis wifeand diligeoc mother pro- | 


| 


t 
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., |uided by the meaneés ofdeuout preachers nu- 
triment for the foules of her Religious,she fele; 
ao volpeakable comfort in her heart in hearigg 
the word ofGod, andalwayes noted and drew 
out fome poiat from the fermon for her owne ' 
aduascement in perfedtid , retoycing deuoutly | 

| in the memorie of her heauenly fpeufe cori? : 

lefus, Once onatime hearing brother Phalipp 
re) =) 
Z 


+ adannu 
, [X2gr§.. 
eeage, . 2; 


Of Sainte Clore. = 1%. 


cof Adrian a famous preacher,there was feene 
ftanding before her a beautifull young child 
who remained with her all the timeof the 
exhortation Comforting and cherishing her 
with great delight Sifter Agnes of AfSs/ium ca- 
iayinog the fizhe of this vifion receaued in it fo 
greatiweernes of {pirit that she was oot able 
to exprefie it by words , and albeit she had ne- 
uer ftadied yet did she much delight to hearea 
learned man preach drawing from icthe mar- 
| row aod fubftance, whichshe fubtilly obtained 
{and tafted with much more guft :sheaccufto- 
med to fay that the fermon of whofoeuer prea- 
ching the Word ef God, 'wasexceeding prof 
tableto foules, confidering that it is no leffe 
rudence to know how {ome timesto gather 
Peautifoll aod {weet flowers from amongft 
| grofie and sharp thoroes , then td eat the 
| wholefome fruit of a good plant.Pope Gregorse 
i che niath prohibited once at the inftancie of 
certaines Prelates that no Religious ma should 
goe preachatthe monatterie of the poore La- | 
| dyes without his owneexprefle licence, wher- 
at che pitifull mother much lamenting ,becaufe ‘ 
that from théce forward her daughters would 
feldome be refe&tionated with fpirieuall and 
holy do&rine, wherfore weeping shefaydlet 
‘ them take from vsthe Religious men who la- 
bour to get vs our cemporall maintenace Ance 
| they depriue vs of thofe who giue vs the fufte 
nance of our fpiritualilife: andindeed she 
; feat to the Prouinciall Minifterthe Brothers 
Y3 that 
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that were deputed to ferue and begg for the 
Monafterie: refufing to have Rel gious to 
fecke them bread, fincethey deprived them 
of thofethat pauethem breai for the nourish: 
ment of their foules, wherof his holines 
being aduertifed he prefently reuoked his 
former prohibition, referring all to the dif. 
pofitioa of the Generall of the Freers Mi 
nors. : 


| Of the feruour of Sainte Clare in 


ber’ prayer. | 
- CHAP, XXX. 


He principall prayer which God requi 

reth of vs confifteth in devotion ,tor he is 
mot delighted in the multiplicity of 
words but in the fervour of the fpirit , the 
prayer of the héartis more pleafing ynto him 
theothat of che mouth the eye on the booke 
batehe heart with God: this faying is con. 
formable to that ofour Redeemer: when you 
pray doe not {peake mach as the heathens doe: 


A fortheythinke tobe heard forthe multiplici- 
‘Sie of their wrords,but enteriato your chamber 


in fecret: to gize vs to voderftand that our 


{ prayers are not heard for the multiplying of 


words but the attention and the interiour affe- 
&ion , according to thiswfuallfaying , not the 


vyoyec, 


voyce but the vewe not the harmonie of the 


muficke but the heart not the clamour but the | 
loue doth (ound in the eares of God: I had ra- 
ther fayth the Doétour of the Gentiles fpeake 
hue words with my {pirit then ten thoufand 
with my toung , our Saviour perfeuered a 
whole hcwerin prayeriothe garden ving bae 
tew Words in like fort the theefe made his pe- 
titid onthecrofle, Daud with one Peccansthe 
Publican with few words. Our Seraphicall 
Father per(euered a whole night with this 
fentence , who art thou my God ,and whoam 
I; eften repeating ic with greateffufion of 
teares, and was 1n fuch fort abforbed inthe 
confideration of the diuine preatnes , and his 
owne litlenes that Brother Leo bis Confeffour 
(aw him often times eleuated farrefrom the 
grouod,§.C/are his moft humble daughter was 
‘| fotranfported in her prayer and abforbed in 
the depth of theloue of fer Creatour that she 
forgot her felfe and her corporall neceffities 
whervotoshe was fubie& : thebeginning of 
the nightshe repoféd alitle , but prefenly ari. 
fing she pafledthe refidue of thetime inapro 

| found filence, of mental] prayer and holy con- 
cemplationand the {weet embracements of her 
Spoufe her conuerfation in fpirit being centi- 
oually-elofr.wighthe B. Citizens of heaven: 
prayer Was the continual! refreshment of her 
labours , and affured bul warke againft tempta- 
trons , and a fouueraine remedie inallher ne- 
eeffities: she had full confidence to obta ine 
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all chings of che diuine goodnes by the meanes 
of prayer: and was accuftomed to fay; that 
every Chriftian ought to begg of Godin this 
life che gift of prayer, fith without it wee can 
neither aduance nor perfift in {pirituall lifeand 
to piuc example co her Religious, she madeto} 
appeare in all her actions that her {pirit was 
allwayes eleaatedin God by prayer , the abun- 
dance of her teares and the frequent fighes 
which proceeded from her heart , the ferenity 
ofher countesance & her eyes fixed on heaué, 
did gtue aflured teftimonie of her intenfe fer- 
uourandin flamed devotion in prayer , to be- 
hold her was fufficient to excite others to 
deuotion, her countenance was fo (weet and 
attratiae, and by many externall fignes did 
manifeltly appeare what a chage and mutation 
was Wrought in her by che ferwour of her 
prayer: One day the flame of divine loue hid- 
den in herfoule did exteriourly appeare:for one 
of her firft difciples by name Sifter Benavenre 
of Perugia did {ce her couironed witha great 
lighe darting forth fuch beamesof gloryas if 
she had bene inuefted with heauenly beatitude | 
ao othertimeas ona funday they fung the An- | 


tiphone Vids aquaws egredientem , being. Wholy 
inflamed in the contemplation of fo greata mi- 
fterie giuing of holy water to her Religious 
' |shecryed out, O daughters callto miad. the 
moft facred water flowing from the fide of our 
- | Redeemer the day ef hismoft dolorous paf- 
fon, wheo S.C/erecame from prayer her face 
| 
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| was shising dszeling the eyes ofthe behol: 
| ders ,and by her*words it Was eafily:perceaued 
that she came from prayer, di{cearfing with 
| fach fervour of fpirit inflaming the hearts of 
the Religrousthathedrd her, procuring heer. 
D, by an intatiable chirft'after celeitial! comforts, 
in chis maqwer she ordioatily liued replenished 
withthe knowledge of highfecrets , paffing | ~ 


s | {ower this.deceiptfull World ia company ofher 

y | heauenly fpoufe cant lefws , and ftanding on 

é this turning wheele she was fuftained with 

: | | firme conftakcie perfewering in this elevation’ 

f° offoute tothe height ofheauen , patticiparing 

(0 of che diaine fecrets whieh she difclofedto 

i} none ifit were not very needful; forshe knew 

id | |wery wellthat ofiertimes an ineftimable trea- | 
a | | fare.isloft fora bafe price of vaine lory:offen- | _ 
ft dihe the giver, and falling into hazard neuerto 

a enioymore. For the tcue touch- {tone and fol- | - 
2 | | lrd frgne ofan humbtefouleisnot to waant of 

yy iflaminations or to boaft thae‘our Lord hath 

at revealed thts or that voto them; viftons though 

r never fo true are often dangerous ; but efpe- 
si ciaMly\to women who are addifted to vanity: 

i fometimes it happeneth that in tht beginning 

at they haue troe and preatfauours but curled Sa- 


a | , } tan doth often transforme himfelfe into the! 
on shape of an Angell of liphe according to the. 2.Cort) 
cH faying ofthe A poftle and When he perceaveth | 

that wreemake account of vifions hecaafeth | 


y Falfe to fide io with the trae, and ifnot bad at: 
us leaft indifcreee whreh doe corrupt the perfon | 
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| very oftea.to prayle.their, Creatqur. She Jight; 
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| wor @oath had there apy place :she.alfo, by,the, 
| god efiinal reprehenfion.and of her liuely: 
} 


land.token.af heavenly fauqure.,andshe cheefe- 
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ani_gotting fonting ia, the:fpiritnas the tao. 
cpedujous canferb greas difardersthesrue figne | 


fecres of a,fpirnvall foule.,, ip fanGiryaflifein. 
thofe Whasceceguefuch:Wrpauenly graces, Wath: 
aprotound humillry prapertinngable: roche fu, 
blimitie wihervota; qur, Lord, dath,raife them 
newer: abandoning the, cpnser Qf-their owne 
nothing, andall{s, Obedieaceandtotallrefig - 
‘gationto hewill ofeneir Superiaur and.dire- 
Gaur, holding his.v.ojce forthe vayce.af God, 
‘and hisaduife for: the.tauch-fene-to.dyfequer- 
the.verity ofapparitipns itis.the belt vilion.ot: 
‘all.1o obay Gad by,the maush.of onnguide apd’ 
dire€tour which.doth neuendeceapeany, Wher 
asthe other are .dangeraup,, thefeara,chetmme| 
Oraclesandfecurelights, whesby. wes, may,ar- 
der our lines, S,. Clare, did never, relatqany,Wi- 
fion or apparition but, concealed all inthe far. 
‘ered clofféte of-herheart,andthe mare, Gad,fa- 
uored her with bis holy. vifitasians, the mare} 
ene Became, humble aad full of confufian.nos, 

reputcing her felfe more-wirtuous.thea others, 
“This fainte atasagcuftomed ta call yp the yon 21 
Religiousalitsle before mattins and. taawakes: 
them withzhe ordinary, figne, tp,excite them 


ed the lamp and ryng.to mattins.{p that negli- 
gence found no entrance into. her, monaltery, 


and effeétuall examples expelled tepidity, and 


| 
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irkfominés in iptayer aod ‘the feruice ‘of! 
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Howgreat atcoudt Pope Gregorit'the| 
ninth madeofthe prayers ofS. 
‘Clare, and of a better to this 


Gee. 
‘CHAP. XXXL, 


| 
Wy Ope Gregorie the ninth who before his 
Ppromotion to this fupreame dignitie was 
| ‘called’ Cardinall ‘Vgolin Bishop of Ottic 
prore&our of -the order of S. Francs and S. 
Ctare,(Be dyed with the reputation of a great 
faiae God fealing histife- with many miracles,) 
| had afinguler confidence in the prayers of this 
fertranf-ofG od-hateingexperienced their great 
Vertte‘ind efMicaty: and often times when he 
was inaty dificultyboth whiles he-wasCar- 
drat] and ‘Bishop of Hoftia and aftergvardes 
when fre uras Pope’ he would by letters re-: 
cotdimend him’ felfe to ‘this holy Virgin de. 
mattding ofherhelp &ayd knowing affuredly: 
ofAwhat importance her affiftaa¢e was: this 
being in hint not onely a great bumility but alfo. 
‘Worthy tobe diligently imitatedto fee thé Vi- 
fear of lefus Chr vponearth to: begg help ofa 
|| feruanedf God; this gréat Paltous knew very. 
ety, 
Z3 Well 
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wrell"whie diuine loue could doe, andhotr’, 
freely pure virgins dae find the port ofthe con- 
fitorie of che diuine maiefty open.T here isex- 
tantavery denoue letter Written to S. Clare 
by this Pope while he was Cardinall which is 
heerinferted co makeit appeer how the {pirie 

of God, made his refidence inthis Prelate and 

what devotion he carryed to the fandtity of : 
the glorious virgin §, Ciare, r 


: To bis moft deer fifter in Iefss Chrsf and 


mother ofhisfaluation Sifter Clare, Vpuline! 


amiferable finner Bis:op of Hoftia, recom= 

mendeth him felfe whatfoeuer he is and what f 
foeuer he may be wellbeloued Sifter in Core? | 
lefas, fincethe neceffiry of my returnetsath fe- 
pardted me from your holy {peeches, and de- ; 
prised me ofthat pleafure to confetre with! 
vou of éeleftiall treafures, I have had-mach | 
forrow of heart,abundance of teares in-my | 
eyes, and hauefeltan exceeding greefe: ana. 
thar in fach fort thatif Thad not fotrdarthe. 
feet of our Lord lefus C href the confolation-af | 
his.ordinarie piety, J fesre I had fallen asta | 
fuch anguishesas my fpirtt would have forfa { 

| ker me and my foule vtterly melted'away,gas | 
notwithoat reafon, becanfe, chine crea 


| oe with which I: difcourfed with your geod 


ween & SS TH | OR Qe 
is ee 


_ Jasour B. Saviour whilesby his delorous pat. 
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Sree eet (ee Co anf pees as og 
(fon and death he wras abfent fi6 the prefence 
of his difcipleschey were poffefled with an ex. 
ttem grief and alction fodoth your abfence 
procure my defolatiea, Andhouph Lackoow. 
ledge my felfe a great fianer confidering the 
prerogative of your merits andthe rigour of 
your mott holy’ ear thes yet Without doube 
the multitude of my finnes is fuch and fo gree- 
noufly hae! offéded God the vaiuerfall Lord. 
that Iam oot worthy tobe vnited tothe glory 
| of the eleG; nor to be fequeftred fram warl dly 
occupations if your tearesand prayersdoe not 
obtaine me pardon of my finoes: aad therfore 
to you I commit my foule , to you I commend 
‘my fpirit,as Te/xs Ch? vpon the crofle recom: 
meoded his fpirit to his heavenly Father, to 
‘the.end that in the terrible day of the vaiuer- 
falliudgment , you giveanaccount forme if 
you be oot diligent and carefull of my faluation 
{for I confidently beleeue that you may obtaine 
ofthe fouveraigne iudge whatfoeuer by your 
deuotionand teares you shall at any time aske ia 
or demand of him The Pope foeskerb not of 
comming to Afsifium as I defire but I purpofe 
to come vit you and your Sifters ae my firtt; 
commodity recommend meI pray youto 4gnes 
| your Sifter and mine, and to all your other Si- 
Rters in Chroff Jefus. 
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\piw ‘Sainte Clare tordsoited be diaells 
‘bY prayer. 4 


CHAP. XXXIL. 


; . ’ ; 
Sy Rafer difred vato God with humility fab - 
VL fhifficn'and knowledge of onesf elfe, tore: 
_“meéstéthand furmounteth the divells ; for 
be hailiog beene caft into the infernal depthés: 
by his prideiis not able to fuppore the hamili-’ 
ty of him ‘Who fingeth the pray(es of God 
and refigoeth himfelfe to his Swill , Feputiog. 
_ |himfelfe a finner and defeétiue, But ofted hath, 
‘beene forcedtd confeffe himfelfe furmouated. 

| tyed and burned by their prayers, This noble: 
T* | Damfejictare vied prayer as ashield wherwith } 
* |'she furmounted the diuelland triumph ed ouer. 
, [his temptations beating backe'the darts of the’ 
‘enemie,and burned them exceedingly , avery, 


‘deuont woman of the Bishoppricke of Pifs 
‘came one day tothe monatterie of S. Damian 
"" \'t@ thanke God and his feruant S. Clare for hae. 
uing bene by. her merits deliuered of five di-, 
‘uells that poffeffed her which going out of her 
| body confeffed that ehe prayers of S.'Claredid 
| exceedingly burne them.W herat §.Clare hum: 
tbly caft her felfe proftrate in prayer reputing 
Ther felfe voworthy of the familiarity with fo 
iI great -a-meiclty , conforming her felfcto her 
| a a Re- 


y. 
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RedesmerVth.o the night, af, his:pa@ion. pray | 
ingpinthe: garden Was .nes Qoatent: to.bend:his 
| eneephuncalt, himdelfe: on the-groand:, as she 

Jay, WarhHterface on the ground bathed:in.tears 
and (uccetly, kitting.it, with fuch.conteot.as- if 
phe hadheld in her armes.heg (ponfe chriftlejue 
aguuhole facsed fret, hen-taares dids ftreame, 

dy her. kifles were: igpredfed. in, the dead: 
af. the oight.;.che.Prine e-ofedarknes. (welling. 
With tage.and, fasic tobehold fe, greet humi | 
JityLentant. of his moltaccurfled-8 wickedet 
Sprrits.toy prrlesuts. her. Heappegred: vato 
heringheshapeofa blac hamaase,andbid.her 
ceafe. Weepinglealshe: didi Jpgse-hee- fight, & 
that she mightdoe maze. {eruice vata, Gadtin 
governing well her monafterie,thé in weeping 
fo forlornly: the S. perceauing this inftigagian 
‘Satan, ablwered: Him, if t-becomeblindand 
be nosablato.pomierne-theGoanentthere-wil,| ’ 
be cnow foundsadaqed who will doqitbetter 
thea I: thouand thy adherents are truly blind 
becaufe you can beucr-fee-the inc&prehenfible 
light:wherat the diuel fed aWay confounded; 
This fame. sight-this humbje. virgin being in 
prayer after mattins, powring forthrivuers of 
teares in her deuotions, behold the temptour 
‘japproched appearing in hjdeousyshapes lifee-a 
black boy aad fayd vato, her, weepe. nat fp 
much oe nee wilt Saugthybraings to dif- 
fqlueand liquify- and purge. it:atthye and 
Aeesirp and Becscdereras ‘ A aie op 
Virgin anfwered him withgreat fernaur fpjt- 
i ting 4 
cre ae 
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tingin- “the face. of tis, Infernal! monfer: fi hie 
urhofemmech defaa-C brit ca’have no deformity, 
thefe. wordss:made. the furiods dragon to. 
| burt ar hoprefently-difapeared add was fal. 

lowed incohel. Being-one day aftetNorte'reti- 
sedaad her minde fixed on Godin prayer aod 
ber choughis ingelfed inthe Oren of the-di- 

pine gooises the curfeddiukl ‘czive vnro her 
and bedtiag her very ontragioufly fo farreass 
-] to Wound -hev on the face wherby one of her 
| eyes renisined atlbleady-and a -foarre epon her. 
lohee ke cryangand he wing ont inthis meant! 
| accurfed thos dock. burne vs'by thy pra yors 
| but nat with Randing altehefereprotiiest re de 
) siuanieattaiaal 5id ie ese 
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1 Of rbe,ereat dewotion of bitar Fran 

| Gis ¢7" fainte: Glare 4o.obr Rie : 
bemttee of our Reiko and of 

ESD, netable miracles. 


CHAP. XXXL. ee 


bail Bz BE Fervent of Ged Preteir a his 
virtudus davelter Cévae did beate-fin- 
> salar deuotid to the abtiaiy of our Re- 
) evkiar Griff le(ae, whetby fohigh a maicfty 
‘thadannihilated himfetfe affutneing our litl- 
{nes and hamane netaré, ‘bereaning | hinifelfe o 
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Of S. Clare. | 185) 
his diuine greatnes. T his zelatour of the ae 
honour refideing neertothe Citty of Crecio, 
refoluedto celebrate the feftivity after anew’ ' 
mannerto exciteand awake the deuotionof |. 
the Faithfull having forthis effe& obtained li-. 
cence of the Popetoauoyd fcandall; he made’ 
to be adorned a great ftable with an openPorch |: . 
where he caufed hay to be layed anda crib:thE}' 
he caufed an Ox and an Affe to be brought &'|: 
aflembled'togéether fomgny Religious méthat|: — 
they were in oumber more thé the inhabitasts'|: — 
of the place. But for that he had published this’ 
folemniy all the neighbouring people flocked |; 
thither., bringing trampetts cornets: and ‘all, 
kind of muficallioftraments,infuch fort as the | 
montaignes adiacent refounded with harrbo- |: ' 
nie; they ceafed not all the night to fingand |. 
make Lubilie in chat ftable, were S. Francs'and’|: 
a great number of his Religious prayed before | 
three Images of Woodr edvelenting the.child'| 
Jefas,the glorious virgin Mary aad B. S$. fo~ 
feph, andthet were lizhtedgreat ftore of wax'}. 
tapers which were decently-and artificially] 
placed: T he Patriarcke of the poore {ung the 
ghofpell at the midnight maffe, and then prea- 
chedto the people with fuch tendernes and 
devotion that being to pronounce lefus , he 
was not able but called himehe little child of 
Bethlem.T his feaft did not pafle without. fruie 
fora gentleman of a fingular vote and vitrue | 
Calle lob de Grectoa familiar frind of the faint 
& imicatour'of his virtues often auouched that 


eee - mee: 


querer eee eared ee 


36 2 28=—- The adusirablebfe _ 

he had feene that night a beautifull child repo- 
fing inthe Cribb or manger whom S, Francis 
taking and holding in his Armes {weetly hug- 
ged and embraced, the hay being taken away 
cured gaany perfonoes audbeaftes of their in-| - 
firmities wherby wee may gather that God did 
laa fiogular manner fecéd the devotion of this 
his ferwant. After the death of the Seraphicall 
Father inthe place of this ftable was buile a\ 
magnificent Chappell and in the place of the 
Manger an Altar was erected to the honour of 
God our Creatour, His beleued daughter Glare. 
receaued the fame grace and favour , for one: 
Chriftmafle night whea both men and Angels. 
folemnifed the feftivitie of thé Natiuitie of; 
our Redeemer all the Religious woemen went | 
tothequier to mattins leauing their holy mé-; 
ther accompanyed only with her greeuous ia- |; 
firmity , wherfore having begunné to meditate 
vpoathe great mifterie ofthat sight:; and la- 
menting exceedingly that shecould not affift | 
at the divine feruice she fighing fayd. O my 
God thos feeft how I remaine heere alone,and | 
ending this she beganne‘to heare the mattins 
that were fung in the Church of §. Prases in 
Afifium , very diftin&ly voderftanding the 
voyce ofthe Relizious, andthe very found of 
the Organg, yeturas she not fo neer the fayd 
Chureh as she might humainly heare whae’ 
was (ung there bue itmutt aeeellanils becan-} 
cluded chat this was miraculoufly done in one: 


of thefe two forts , cither that the finging of | 
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Of Sainte Clare, 187 , 
the fayd Religious was by the will ef God ca- 
ryedtoS, Clere or her hearing was extended 
by efpeciall grace of God cuen to the mona- 
fterie of the fayd Religious , this fainte was 
moreover favored With a héauenly vifion|: 
whieh did exceedingly Comfort and reioyce 
her: forshe was by allmighty God efteemed 
worthy to fee iafpirit his holy Cribb. The 
morning following the Religious comming 
to vifit her she fayd voto them, deare Sifters 
bleffed for ever be our Lord le/ae Chee? that 
ithath pleafed him not to leaue me alone as 
you haue done , but koow that by the grace 
of his diuine Maiefty I haue heard all che 
fernice that thisnighe hath bene performed 
in the Chorch of our holy Father Saiz 
Frawcis : recountiog voto them in Order 
all which had paffed and as they admired the 
Sainte did affare them how thelitle child Ie- 
fas appeared voto her at the very hower of 
his birth: thus she being abfent merited to 
= what her daughters could not being pre- 
(ent. | 
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-- ‘The denotion of Sainte Cla- : 
_ re tothe boly facra- 
UWtht . 


CHAP. XXXiv. 


f_\ Larethe true Efpoufe of Christ lefas ex- 
horced her Religious to beare allho- 

_ four feuerence and refpe& tothe moft 
holy Sacrament ofthe Alear,and often to refe- 
étionate their foules with this diuine repait 
andto giue them a paterne and example she ree 
ceaued her God with fo greatferuour and de-- 
luocien that she rauishedthe hearts of her 
daughrers: beforeshe prefented her felf cher- 
vato ariuer of teares flowed from her eyes 

| SM aproched thervoto with great feare and 
| hittvility reuereacing and adoring her Lord & 
| Creatour: hidden vader thefe Sacramentall 
formes, after the receptionshé was fo abforbed 
in the eonfideration offo great a charity inthe 
| fonne of God that she remained along time in 
extafie without motion? she often {aydto her 

: Religious:O wonderfull depth of the divine 
| Abifle , O moft profound humility of the 
| fonne of God the maifter and Lord of thev- 
| niverfall world to humble himfelfe fo low as 


to giue himfelfe vato vs wader the-forme of 
a a 
bread 
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bread , let ws duely ponder'my deare Sifters 
this vnfpeakable. hurhility , and purify your 
hearts before the facred cGmunion:be pure and 
cleane from finne tothe eadhe may receaue 
you as ‘he giveth himfelfe voto you. S.Clare 
tooke great comfort to fee Churehes and Al- 
tars welladorned and neatly kept andthe or 
naments therof decent and that ¢leferuice of 
God should be performed with devotion aod 
un@uality , and that nothing requifit should 
be Wanting and though she was very fickly 
neuertheles she caufed her felfe to be fet vp in 
her bedd and flayed her felfe againft fomething 
in fach fort as she might conueniently {pinne 
an exercife which she execedingly affetted and 
imployed her felfe therin moft willingly doing 
it wery delicatly and withthe thred of her la- 
bour she caufed pure fine cloth to be made 
which she made into Corporalls for the vfe 
of the challice , she once made fiftie cupple 
of Corporallsand folding them in filke fent 
them to feuerall. Churches in the Valley of 
Spolesum, : . 


/ 
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‘|Howsthe Mores were drinen from the mona- 
| flerie and the City of Af_fifium by 
the virtae of the holy Sacra- 
ment of the eAltar, and. 
by the prayer of S. 

Clare. 


CHAP. XXXV. - 


Rayerisa generall inftramée wherby wee 
Predercake aod operateall things, and as in 
the sffaires of this World moaoney hath 
bene inuented for che facility ofcommerce, a 
meanes (o fite and proper that whofoever hath 
riches may truly vavot that he hath all thingss 
even foprayer is like afpirituall Coine wher- 
by wee obtaine all things, for she is fo power- 
fallthat she can doe all , aod fwayeth all: she 
openeth prifons and ferteth Captives at liber- 
ty she shatceth vp thegatesof Hell; and ope- 
neth the gates of heauen, she penerrateth the 
cloudesand reacheth to God himfelfe, shefur- 
mounteth all enemies vifible andinuifible , in 
fuch fort as the iuft man hath more pewer in 
praying, then a great Armicin fighting:whieh 
{may be prooued by facred and profane Hi. 
ftorie: bute two of Sainte Clare shall fuffice 


vs. ‘The Emperour Frederick the fecond an 


Enemy 
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Enemy tothe Church who hath done fo great . 
mifcheeues to Catholickes , wafting deftroy- |. 
ing killing and maflacring withoot mer- | 
cy all he encoustred particularly in the valley | 
of Spolerwm becaule it was fubie& to theBishop | 
of Rowe!drunk of the veffel of wrach, his Cap- 
taines and fouldiers beiag f{cattered ouer the 
feildes as praffe -hoppers with {word to mur- 


ther people ,& with fer to barne their houfes, | 
‘theearth was bathed with bload and furie.| 


‘The, impyetie of this Emperour did fo aug 
ment that he had aflembled all] che Mores that 
dwelt vpomthe mountaignesand amidft che: 
defarts to make him felfe the more fearefull to' 
his vailalls; and after he had by large promifes: 
gained thefe mores and difpofed of them io di | 
uers places, he gaue them at length for retire a 
very aocient but ruioated City which totlis 
Dees iscalled. Nosva des Moros which: 
they fortifyed andthen retired thither about 
twenty thoufand fightiog men who didmuch 
mifchiefe ouer all Apudia and in many other 
Chriftian: places; One day thefe merciles 
bioudfuckers thirfting after the bloud of 
Chriftians came vnexpeedly tothe City of 
Afifiam, cruelly maffacring all they mete, 
| in fine they went about to blow vp the-gates of 
the monatterie of S. Damian and co (calethe 
walls wherat the Religious were fo furprifed 
with feare aad terrour hearing thefe inraged 
doggesto howle aod barke foneer them not 
| knowing where tofeeke forhelp cor from 


ae 
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whom to hope for deliuery from, fo eminent, 
perrill but onely by the merrits oftheir holy 
‘mother whome with ioGnit teares, and fighes 
they aduertifed of what they heard and 
faw. This holy Virgin though. very ficke en 
couraged her Religious aod made her felfe to 
becarryed with incredible conftancie,to the 
gateof the monaftery at the entry, wherof in| 
che vewe ofall her.aduerfaries she caufed to.be 
placed very reuerendly the holy fagrament of] 
the Eucharift in che Pix: before the which] 
falling proftrate onthe ground, she feat forth, 
from her heart thefe {weet,lamengations,reple- | 
_ |Mished with confidence inher beloved fpoufe 
| Christ tefus; is it poffiblemy God thy will 
should be that thefe thy feruants. who cannot 
‘vfe material weapons to defend them felues & 
whore! haue heer brought vp and nourfed ig 
thy holy loue, should now be delivered into 
{the power of the. infidell Mores, O my Cod 
preferue them ifthou pleafe and me iikewrife; 
for allbeit thy divine. maiefty bath committed 
thera tomy gouvernement; it is not inmy 
‘powerto defend them from fo great a perri ll 
fith this proteQid cau not be but by a worke 
of chine omnipotencie, therforedoe | recom- 
]méd ierothy divine maiefty,with all the affe- 
@:onthat Tam able, So foone as this holy vir- 
gin had fene this prayer vato heaven, she beard 
avoicefofmallanddelicate as ifit had bin of a 
ifucking child ehat favd. I will: prote& you for 
ever. The holy mother did sat yet giue ouer 
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to profecute her prayer in thisfort, my GodI 
humbly befeech thee iffo it be thy holy will te 
preferue and defend thisthy Citic of Afifium 
whioh.doth pourrish vs for the loue it beareth 
tothy diuine maiefty; wherto God -an(wered, 
this City shall fuffer much, bucI will by my 
fanour defend it S. Clare haveing heard fo gra-} 
tious newes lifted vp her face bathéd with 
teares, and comforted her beloued daughters 
faying, deer Sifters Taflure you that no euill 
shall befall you only be carefull to havea firme | 
faith and coifidence in le(us. Chris?: the diuine 
affiftance made n0 delay, for the prefumption 
and rage of the Mores wasiacdtinently cooled 
(o that a fudden vnknowne terrour hauing (ur- 
prifed them they (peedely retired ouer the 
wallsfalling one vpon another many ofthem 
being hurt and maymed they were forced tqa-- 
bandon the prey which they. had goseten in 
gotheir clawes flyiog rather the virtue ofthe 
faint then the (word of ehe enemie. T hey being 
putto flight by the virtue of the holy facramens 
and the prayers of §. Clare, she commatinded 
her Religious sot to difclofe the fasour of this 
heavenly voice dureiag her Itfeto auoyd the 
tickling of vaine glory:from this heroicall a& 
is brought inthe cuftome ¢o draw §. Clare 
with che Pix of the holy facrament, toshew 
to pofterity how in virtue of the power of 
God hidden vader the facramentall formes-she 
deliuered her monaftery and the City of Afsifx 
fr6 the cruele y& inhumanity of the Barbarias, 
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“How the (ity of Affifium was 
‘an other time delinered by 
the prayers of fainte 
ie Clare. 


_. CHAP. XXXVI 


7 Ponan ather time one of the principall 
s V Captaines of che Emperour Bredersche 
> called H1talue Autr/aamanambitious & 
couueting glory: very céurapious anda valiant 
Souldter, he conduéted his troupesto befiedge 
_ Afpfinm, ‘aod hatring inaironedit he propofed 
_ | Wadwad to waft asdfpoilethe Country ther about ma. 
ener, keine a totallruine to the.very trees that were 
1251. §-  hewed downe and thea laying his fiedge he vt 
16. | tered menaceing and vaunting oathes that he 
| Would not ftirre thence till. he had given the 
| City avidtorious affauir, and this fiedge con- 
tinued folong thaethe befeidged beganneto 
| loofe courradge Wanting’many thing<«extrem- 
‘ly needfull voto them : fame Clare hauing 
heard the rumoar of th eutfed iatention 
shottadart ofloueing affe@tion-vaoto heauen 
{ powring forth ariaer of teares which shein. 
| terrupted with many fiches aod aflembliag 
| her Religious she difcourfed in chis fort with 
them, my deer Siftersyou kao ournecefflities: 
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haueeuerbia {upplyed bythe Charity ofthis 
City ,fo that wee should be very vngratfull 
ifwee should not according te our abilizy 
affift chem io. this. exereame oeceffity: then 
she commaunded ashes tobe brouzhe her, 
aod allher Religious to difcoite their heades 
and to giue them exampleshe beganneto cou- 
ver her bare head with ashes,where inallthe 
Religious following hershe fayd: goeyeeto 
our Lord le/mse Cérif your {poufe and with the 
the greateft hamility and feruent prayers you 
ca poffible demaiid ofhim the delivery ofthe 
towne: it can not be exprefied with what fer. 


|aour and teares thefe devout virgins incef- 


fancly offred their prayers vnto God the {pace 
ofoneintire day and aight demaunding mercy 
inthe behalf of the fayd City befieged by their 
ednemies, thefe prayers and teares Were of 
fach force and vircuethat God fent themthe 
day folfowing powerfull fuccour in fuch fore 
that the enemies Camp was defeated, his 
troupes put to flightand the Captaine con- 
ftrayoed shamefully and in defpight of his for- 
ces without found of trumpettto raife his fie. 
ge: and was shortly after flaine. 
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Of the ferment lome of S. Clare te the ) 
of lefus Chrift. . bebe 


CHAP, XXXVIL 


, Vr holy Father’S.Framés being once de-| 
maunded by a Superiowr of his Order | 
Why he did not canfefome {piricuall le- 
ure co be read vato him wherby his {piric: 
mighe be recreated in his infirmity , he anlwe- 
red him with great feruour’, my Brother I dos) 
the memory of the life death and paffion of : 
our Saviour Chr lefue thatif I should liueto | 
the worlds end I should need no other leRture. 


| Heexhorted his Religious often to turne ouer 


— 


this facred Booke and in comparifon of it to 
make lietle reckoning of others: it was alfo the 
Manuel of his daughter §.Clere,for whofoeuer 
Would haue found her might haue fought her 
im the woundes of Chriffle/as there fhe {pét her 
time buficing her felfe with great cantent, she 
had in fuch fort ingrauen within the bowells 
of her hart the facred Paffion of our Redeemer 
that as often as she called it to memery ator- 
rent ofteares ftreamed fr6 her eyes she fucked : 


‘| from the facred woandes ef our fauiour feme 


times refentments of forrow: other times of 
ioye and coafolation with finguler fweetnes: 


and 
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and the crofle of Chrsf? lefus which with her 
decreft {poufe she carryed in her foule the 
waight wherof gaue her fo much the more taft 
ofcontentment as she felt more griefe. The 


great abundance of teares which she shead|- ° 


kept her fome times out of her felfe,and the 
internall loue which she had imprioted in her 
heart ,ia.a manner continually reprefented vnto 
her Christ lefus crucifyed. She ordinarily gaue 
example by werkes of what she taught her 
Religious by Wordes for often times admoni. 
shipgand ioftru€ting any of them in priuate 
touching any point ofthe paffion before ber 
difcourfe wasended a shower of teares diftil- 
led from her eyes. Amongthe howers ofthe 
diuine office which are ung in the church she 
affifted with greater devotion atche fixt and 
ninth hower, becanfe at the fixt which is ar 
che twelfth hower of the day le/o Chriff was 
nayled to the croffe and at none which is three 
howers aftér he yeelded vp his ghoft hauing 
faffred for vs théfpace of whree howers the 
torments of the croffe therfore the forrowfull 
virgin was at thofe howers crucifyed with her 
Redeemer. She frequently meditated pon the 
mifterie ofthe fiue woundes haveing learned 
by hearethe office of the holy croffe as our ho- 
ly Father §,Fraaciscompoled itand taught it 


iwato her. She was accutomed to Weare 


next her naked skinne a cord with thirteene 
knortts a fecret remambrance of the woundes 
and dolours of oar Sauiour. Vpon holy thurf- 
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[accompany the fonne of God in his prayer as 
‘jifshe had corporally beheld him and fuffred 


_| bedd ,an@all that nigheand the day following 


‘tbeing conioyntly Crucifyed with lefm- 


{mother the night of holy churfday is palt as afl- 
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day in lent, atthe hower of the agonie of our 
Redeemer when he (weat Water and bloudin 
the pardenthis virgin witlidrew her felfeinto. 
her Ora‘ory full of greife, and fett her felfe to 


hisimprifonment, his dérifions, iniuries; re 

proches, buffets and ftripes, his condemnation, 
croffe, and ignominious death, exciteing in 
herfelfe the like griefe: wherfore wounded 
with compaffion she sat doWne vpon a ftraw 


she remained thus abforbed in God and ingul 

fed in a profound contemplatio her eyes being 
opé without motion she feemed to hold chem 
fixedinone placeand remained fo infenfible 


Chrsf, thata Religioustamiliar vnto her com» 
ing often to fee if she wanted any thing she 
found her allwayes inone manner butvpon 
the night of holy faturday this devout Reti 

gious came to her deer mother With a candle, 
aod partly by fignes, partly by wordes ma- 
keing her the beft she eouldto underftand the 
commaunodement that! the holy Father (esse 
Frances gaue herthatshe should not lett pafle 
one day without takeing & eating fome thing: 
S. Clareascomeing froman other world fayd 
ynto her, what need haue you to light acandl 

jsitnot day?whertothe religious anfwered; 


fo good Fryday and wee are now in the night 
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of Eafter cue, the fainte replyed,my daughter 
blefled be this fleep which Almighty God at 
length after mylong defire hath granted me, 
bute I admonish and “commaund you not to 
{peake heerofto any creature liueing whiles I 
shall liue io chis World. It was to concealeand 
inwrapp in the faered filence of a profound 


‘}humilicy this great and heavenly fauour to 


burie vader the ashes the {weet and pleafant 
poyfonofvaine glory, 


. How fainte Clare by the figne of -- 
_ the croffe ‘wronght many mira~ 
cles. pee ie oe 


CHAP, XXXVIII. 


\% ¥rfocucraine Redeemer Chrift lefus ré- 
compenced well tHe holy defires and 
good workes ofhis beloued Efpoufé 
Clareforas she wasinflamed with an infinit 
loue ofthe mifterie of the holy crofie, fo by 
the virtue and power of the fame croffe our 
Lord did innoble and honour her wich many 
miracles, oftentimes making the figne of the 


| holy crofievpon the fickethey were inflantly 


cured,wisich power was indifferently exten 

ded to all fortes of difeafes a child of three yea- 
res of the City of Spoletum called Mathew had 
by mishap thraft alictle ftone vp his nofe, from 
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whence itcould not be gotten out fo that che 
child grew io great perrill of bis life, he was 
broughttoS: Clare wino makeing the figne of 
the crofie vpon him immediatly the {tone fell 
out aod he was perfe&ly well. One of her 
owne Religious called Bexasente haucing had 
forthe fpace of twelue yearesan impoitume 
,. |voderher Arme which did porge by five feue- 
alliffues, she made vpoo itthe wholfome fi- 
gac of the croffe then takeing of the playfer all 
her old foares were intirely cured,An other 
Religious woeman ealled Aymee being for 
more then a yeate {pace affli&ed with the 
dropfietogether with amextreme painein her 
fides and baroing feuer, S. Clare mooued with 
compaffion had recourfe to her noble and in- 
fallible remeady making wpon her body the 
holy figne of the crofle inthe oame of her be- 
loued {poufe Chriff Jef, and theReligious 
was perfe@lycured,A Religious map called 
Stephen hauing a hor feuer that exceedingly ve- 
xed him the holy Father S. Frrancss fent him to 
S$. Clare tomake the figne of the croffe vypon 
him as ove who Wel. knew her virtue and per- | 
fe&tion which he exceedingly honoured, /asss 
Clare as adaughter of obedience prefeatly ma- 
de vpon him the figne of the holy croffe thea! 
left hima little to fleep inthe Church ia the| 
place where she was accuftomed topray, and 
he haveing alittle repofed arofe found lecure 
and freed of hisinfirmity. An other feruant of 
God natiue of Perugia had for two yeares 


_ 


together 
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together fo lefther voyce that one couldica- 
ecely hear her fpeake, but hauing vnderftood 
by avifioa which sie tad the night ofthe Af- 
(umption of our B. Lady that S. Cleve should 
cure herthe poor afflicted creature hauing ve- 
ry impatiently expected the breake of theday 
andthen With a ftrong confidence repaired to 
the holy virginand by fignes craued her holy 
benedidtion which fauour hauiog obtained her. 
voyee Which folong time she had loft became 
as cleer aod shrilas euerit had bin-an other of 
her Religious called Chrifsana that hada long 
time bin deafe and hauing in vainetryed many 
remedies S.Clere hauing made the figne of the 
croffe vpoo her head and touched hereare with 
her hand she recouuered her hearing as perfe& 
and cleer as ewer, Another of her Religious 
called Andrea had a difeafein her throatthe 
griefe wherof procured her much impatience, 
she feeling her felfe one night tormented with 
heriofirmity more then accuftomed affli&ted | 
and impatient that her paine did rather increafe 
then diminish, shefo crushed and prefled her 
throat making eherby appeer her imtentionto 
hoake her felfe thinking heerby to expell that 
{welling , and chrough ignorance atcempting 
todae more then was the will of Gad: but 
whiles that poor Religious bafied her felfeis 
chat folly S. Céere by divine infpiration had 
knowledge therof,and calling one of her Reli- 
gieus she fayd vato her goe downe fpeedely to 
thecooke and caufe her to boyle an egge and 
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then caufe Sifter Andrea to {wallow it which. 
done bring her eq me. , the Religious inftantly 
accomplished her commaundment and forth- 
with broughe che egg to the ficke party 
whome she found little better then dead ha- 
uing fo crushedher throat that she could not 
{peake, yet she made her fwallow the egg as 
wellasshecould chen raifing her vp from her! 
ftraw bed she wich much labour lead her to! 
» Clare.who {pake vato ber in this manner, | 
wretched Sifter confefle thee to God and haue 

contrition for what thou intédedftte doe, and! 

jacknowledge that ef/ws Chréf will giue thee: 
‘health much better rhen thou with thine owne 
handes hadft propofed to doe, change this | 

euill lifein to a better for choushaie. never re-! 

j couuer aa other ficknes that shall fucceed this 

| but shale dye cherof; thee wordes procured in | 
this Religious the {piritrof compun@ionand 

| contrition fothae she being intirly cured of this | 

| greeuous in firmity she améded her life: a little ! 

- |afteranother ficknestooke hold ofherasS.! 

‘| Ctare had fortold wherofshe pioufly ended her ; 

~ , |life.Te doth manifeitly appeer by thefe exam: 

plesand many other marielous things whieh | 

this holy virgin Wrought.in virtue of this’ 
wholfome figne that thétree of the eroffe of | 
jour B.fauiour le/ue Chrsi# gras deeply planted 

in her hartand that inan admirable manner the 
{fruices therof did interiourly recreat her fou-} 

le fich che leaues did worke exterioufly fuch : 

_ jremeadies by the hands and merrits of this’ 

|gloriousLady. — x . iow 


See , iin pa me >, 


ee 


if 


. : . : 
! of S. Cla 


re. 4 203 


‘ 


How fainte Clare dcfoughe her fu- 
periours that she might entoye the 
_prefence of ber fister Wwhome 
she beholdeth three temes 
croventd by an 
— Angthh. 


CHAP. XL. 


dint Francis well knowing that S. Agses 
was adorned & imbellishd with all fort of 
perfection fent her to Florence, to founda 
new monafterie called Mowe Cels, wherofhe 
made her Abbeffe; this holy virgin wonne ma- 
ny foulestoabandon theworldandferue Chnp 
lefus by her holy converfation exemplar life & 
virtuous difcourfes andas a truecontemner of 
worldly things and imitatour of our Redece 
mer she planted ia this monafterie and in many 
others (conformable to the intention of our 
holy Father S. Franc) the Euangelicall po- 
uerty.S. Clare feeing her felfaflauleed with ma. 
ny infirmities andto draw neer her end defired 
greatly the company of her Sifter Ages the 
{mall time she Was toremaine in thislife wher- 
‘ynto {uperiours condefcended . W herfore B.} 
dgnes hauing lefcher monaftery of Florence 
i iM aR RNR 
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' well founded in Religi6 and fan@ity and Sifter 
| Clare Vbaldsys a moft vertuoas “Religious to 
fucceed her, she returnedto the monaftery of 
S. Dassen to the exceeding great {pirituall cd - 
folation of ber Sifter. The prudent mother 
being one night in prayer faw her Sifter sgnes 
rayfed fromthe ground andan Angell who at 
three fenerall times crowoed her with three 
feuerall garlands or erownes ; the day iafuidg 
she inquired of her what prayeror eontem- 
plation she had made the nighe palt, agaes 
through humility was vawilling to difcouuer 
her meditation, but being yrged ther yntob 
obedience she sayd voto her,I did confider the 
|greatbounty and clemency of Almighty God 
wherwith he doth {upport fo many finners 
_»  |which did excite in mean exceffiue forrow, 
next I did ponder the infinit loue of lefus Chrift 
tomapkind wodergocing death to.{aue him: 
thirdly I did confider with griefe, and com- 
paffonate the poor foulesin purgatory by rea- | 
fon of their wnfpeakable torments ,and for that 
they cannot help chem felues I did in their be- 
| balfe require mercy of the facred woundes of 
our Redeemer, . 
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Ofthe zdmirable conftancie of — 
 faince Clare in ber — 


— ficknes. 
CHAP. XLI. 


F weecould well vnderftand and conceaue 
I What good and prefitt wee reape by affli- 

ions and infirmity wee would embrace 
them with great affeGion and contest, and 
would confcrue them as pearles Fewrells and 
pretious ftones; they are the porters of heauen 
the forrunners ef c6folatid,the favours of hea- 


Pa 


né, the guides of our life,& the cure & remedie} 


ofall our miferies:aduerfiie doth ferue vs in 
fuch fore asthe hammer doth the gold fmithto 
forge and frame his croWne,the fer doth burne 
the gold whiles itis io the furnace but therby 
itis purifyed refined and beautifyed: behold 


‘} che eryall ofa iuft man who being caftintothe 


fyer oftribalation cometh forth in histhoughts 
more humble, inhis prayers more devout, in 
his con{cience more ppre and neat: and more 
conftaot &perfeuerant inthe exercifeofviriue 
aod patience, inthis fursace God ou Crea. 
tour would make tryall of che generofitie of 
his beloued daughter Cisre, for inher lifetime 
she was oppreffed with {uadry great maladies, 
but principally the {pace of 28. yeares, refting 
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continually on her ftraw bed; remaining inuin= 
cible vnderthe waight of ler infirmities with 
aioyefull countenance and fetled tras quillity 
|acccompanyed with a meeke ferenity* no im- 
patient word euer efcapeing ter mouth, but 
rather according tothe example of her Sera-| 

hicall Father who amidft Lis agonie fung 
moft heauenly ditties, and vetered moft holy 
wordesand lfaculatory prayers which though 
but breife were notwithftandiog efftcacioas| 
cordiall and penetrating and knocking at the 
heart of God, and returning back loaden with 
| confolation,he fele leffe irckfomenes in his af- 
fli&tions:she acuer fought to be freed orfo- 
Jaced in her paines aad tribulations but that 
she might he faithful to her Creatour begging 
allways that her courage might be as great 
as her infirmity confideing aliways that the- 
{e momentary torments would ‘foone begete 
--leternity and incomparable glory, by this 
patience produceing the fruits of virtues 
which were ripened by aduerfitie and fuffe- 
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HoWwthe Cardinall-ProteSour 
of the Order viftted S. 
Clare zu her ficknes. 


CHAP. XLII. 


\¢ Ainte Clare had moft inuincibly and infati - | 
gably runneinthe race of the moft high 

| Pouerty the fpace of forty yeares hauing 
broken the Alabafter of her bodye by aufteare 
faftes dilciplins and mortification, by this mea- 
nes filling the holy Charch with the (weet 
| Odour ofher virtues, wherby shedrew after 
her an iofinie number of foules tothe feruice: 

of Cars lefus, now rining on (wiftly through 
| the courfe of many infirmities her. corporall 
} forces being alleogether extenuated and ina 
maner exhaufted she feemed every moment to 
draw neer her end but Godintédedto honour 
herbefore her death with the prefence of his 
Holines and the moft notable Prelates of rhe 
Roman Church whofe peculiar daughter she 
was: beforeall from the Citty of Pernfiaha- 
ftened in great diligence Reginald Cardinall 
of O ftia(who was afterwardes inftalled in che 
high throne of S.Peger, and called Allexander 
the fourth) protefour of the Order, by Office 
her Father, and by particular folicitude her 
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- fgoucroour fofterer and friend in moft pure and 
chaft amitie to vifit and comfort her; shebe 

foughe him with all fubmiffion to admiaitter 
voroherethe moft B. facramét of the Eucharitt 
Wao haueing condefcended to her deuotion 
she was replenished with ioye,and her heart 
like to haue owen into ao erernall extafie, 
haueing receaued him whom she cherrished 
athoufand times ‘more then her owne life, 
darting forth words fo ioflamed with theloue 
of God, tbat all there prefene diffolued in to 
teares. Thenthe worthy Prelate propaunded 
an exhortation to the Religious Woemen. S. 
Clarebefougit him with great humility and in 
the name of our Redeemer CArif lefus, totake 
into his prote@ion that her Familie and all 
other poor Sifters ofher Order. But prinei- 
pally she befought him with abundance of 
tearesto obraine ofthe Pope & the Colleadge 
of Cardinalls the confirmation of the priut 

leadgeofholy pouerty afureing him thatshe 
should dye with exceeding content if she 
might receauc that fauour before her departu- 
re: which the Cardivall did promife her and 
did execute asa faithfull prote&tour ofher Re- 
ligien, for being come-to Perufia hedeclared 
to the fupreame Paftour the indifpofition of 
{| hisdavghter and her moft pious requeft: the 
Vicar of lejus Chiff grantedall and gaue wnte 
himliceace by Apoftolicall authority to con- 
firmethe defire: f the virgin as appeereth by 
thelecters patents che which he prefently fent 
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voto her. It isin this manner: Reginaldby the 
the grace of God Bishopp of Holtia and of 
Veletre to his moftdeer mother. and davgh- 
cerin La/we Chriff Clase, Abbeffe of fesnt Da- 
msans at Afssfiww and to ber Religious both 
prefentand tocome,haaleh and Fatherly be- 
nedi@ion for fo much as you my deer daugh- 
ters in Chrift lefes contemning the pompes 
and delights of the world, aad following 
the Footfteps ‘of Ie/se Chrs# and his holy 
mother hauechofen tobe Corporally inclo- 
fedto ferne God, wee prayfeing your haly 
refolation will with our Fatherly affeGion 
enrteoufly grauot voto you your defire attd| 
holy requefts, and therfore inclineing to your 
pious applications wee confirme by the Po- | 
pes authority aod ours for you and all thole 
that shall facceed you in your monatte-} 
riethe forme and Rule ef life by the meas 
nes ofa holy ‘vnion., and: of the moft high| 
and fublime Poverty: which ehe holy Father 
faint France hath giuen you to obferue both }- 
by word and by writing. , 


7 
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How Pope funocent the fourth vifited 
{ainte Clare before her death 
and of «notable mira. 
ele done in his prefence, 


: ” t | 

CHAP. XLIII. | 

“J His generous feruant sbiiaiitiiad 
more affaulred with fickoes.thenaccu- : 

. ftomed,a (word of forrov pierced the 
hearts of her daughters in fuch fort’ 
‘as they diffolued into teares fighing and’ 
lamenting fearing euery moment to be depri- | 
ued of her molt gratefall prefence: but God , 
had ptherwife difpofed asie was declared by | 
vifiento.a very devout Religious Woman of | 
the monaftery of Sasse. Pawle of che Order of : 
‘S. Beneds?, itfeemed voto herthat she and all! 
her Religious Sifters did vifieche holy mother | 
Clareatthe Conuent of S$, Damian who fay in| 
-arich and magnificeat bedabout whieh they | 
{tood all weepiog and lamenting expeCting her | 
-death: andthat inthe meane rime there drew 
neerto her beds -‘headamoft beawtifull wo¢- 
‘mao who fayd vnto them, my daughters weep, 
‘sot forher who Shall yet live: for she cag not! 
dye vorill our Lord with all his difeiples doe’ 
triue, the fuccefle hath declared the truthc€. 
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the oracle for towardes the latter end of the 
yeare 1252.Pope Innocét the fourth reprefent. 
10g Tefss Chri? vpoo earth in his millitane 
Church,and the LordsCardinallsreprefenting 
the difciples of our Redeemer did expresfly 
depart from Perufia and cameto A fifium to 
vificthis holy damfell, the fupreame Bishop 
not doubting but she whofe life he had already 
approued wasthe moft perfedin fandity of 
allwroemen in her time and by confequence 
Wort! y cohaue her death honored with his pre 
fence: being entred with fower Cardinalls and 
fow er Freer Minours difciples of the Seraphi- 
call Fat be: into the chamber where this Ce- 
leftiall Dove did repofe, coming to her bedhe 
gaue l;er bis hand to kiffe she receaued this fa- 
vour with great content, and befought him 
with al! renerence she might allfo haue the fa- 
vour to kiffle his Apoffolicall Feet, the Popeto 
fatisfy her devotion fate downe vpon alittle 
bench and then prefented her his Feet vpoo 
which this holy Saint reverently layed her 
faceand her mouth moft .ffeGionatly kiffeing 
thems then with an Angelicall ferenity she de 

mavoijed of himremiftion ofall her finoes the 
Pope anfwered: I wouldto God my daughter 


Cometocye: in fine he gauevnto her thebe- 
och tof abfolution, and his benedi@ion: his 
holines having a long time conferred with 
S. Clare hearing from her mouth as fromthe 
fecretary ofthe holy ghoft heaueoly and divine 
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: do@rine bread was brought both fot her refe | 

: etionand for allthe Religious, she befoug lit 

the Popeto bleffe the bread, the fouueraigne. 

Bishop fayd voto her; my daughter Chere I will 

have you to blefle it your felte makeing ther 

vponthe figne of he holy croffe; thefaint re 

plyed holy Father pardon meifyou pleafe: for 

iff shall doe it I shouldbe worthy of repre 

\henfion, prefaming to giuea blefling in the 

prefence of your holynes wher to he anitwered 

well my daughter that go prefumption beim- | 

puted vaco you butthat you may merrit by it, 

| fcommatiad yow by holy obedience to biefle 

thefeloades makeing vpon them the figne of 

J the holy-crotle she blashed exceedingly to fee 

\herfelfe commatided by the vicar of Chrift in 

| prefence ofthe Carditalls whofeeyes were all 

- { fixed vpen ter adpriteiog her rare modeftie: 

——) but confidering she was compelled after she. 

| had eletated her eyesand hartto heatren to in- 

| uocate the holy ghoftasan obedient daughter 

i shelifted vp her hand and bleffedrhem: it Was 

' gdmirablefor the croffe remained imprint- 

‘ed yoon enery one of thefe loaues, and the 

‘foafewhich thefarot wasto eat brake and de 

: wided it felfe in to fower peeces ja forme of ; 

‘ gctofe: part ofthat bread was eaten throngh 

_ i devotion and the ret conferved fot reliques, 

‘end the Pope remained much amazed and 

| gaue thabkes to God; her minde being not 

yet (atisfyed with the jetters pattents giuen 

dy Apoftolicall authority by the protedtour 
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ofthe Order concerning the privileadge of 
pouerty she befonght his holines in alk hy 
mility and fubmifficd to graunt her an ex- 
prefle Bull which he promafedher ; bacafter- 
wards perceaning this favour so be defey- 
red (for the founeraigoe. Bishop thought all 
Wayes to induce Sass Care not to bind her 
Religious tofuch an extreame poverty). fea : 
rirgthat after her death all would be buried 
in oblivion a little before, her departure she , 
fenta man exprefic to the hciy fea Apofoe 
lick befeechirg him so confume her demand, 
the Pope teeing Lee pericueracce'and left 
will granted her requeit she cnih yeare of | 
Lis Popedome according, te the patents (pe- 
cifyed in the ar, Chapter wi:ich were de.. | 
liuered voto herthree dayes before her death’ 
which she recedued and kifled chem with . 
great ioye for.as a true lover of puuery she] ) 
languished after this favour. The Vicar of 
lefus Const being deparied , ‘aod hauing re- 
ceaued the fame morning the facred. commu: | | 
nien, atthe handes of che Renerend Father 
Prouinciall: the diame clemencie did yet fur 
ther augment her confolation for the sir | 
twous Rel-gjous Sifter Frances did beholda 

tobe cf fycr to conuertin toa moft beunn- | 
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| ny daughters prayfe and magnify Gad for the 
lineftimable favour and benefit which ‘he 
hath vouchfafed to doe me it being fo great 
that heacen and earth isnot ableto acknow- 
‘| ledge it, for this day Ihave receaued God my 
Creatour and haue merited to fee his Vicar 
vponearth, The forefayd Sifter Francssdoth 
‘\depofe that she did fee vpon ‘the folem- 
| nity ofthe hoty‘Apoftles S.Pésllspp and Lames 
| amoft glorious and‘beautifall child who ftan- 
{ding vponthelapp ofthe fainte held over her 
| head twoe shineing and refulgent wings, 
which fore times he raifed vp wards other 
whiles letting them fall downe asaine they 
counered afer an admirable manner che head 
| and shoulders of S. Clere, ‘ 


_ Sainte Clares patience an ber — 
ficknes, And bow she com- 
forted ber Sifter Agnes, | | 
CHAP. LXIV. | 
Fterthe above mentioned ‘vifitations she: 
was wonderfully opprefled with infirm: 


ty fromthe beginning ofthe moath of De- 
jcember vneill che month of Angaft which she, 
indured with firch paricace ard conftancie thar: 


ther never efcaped her mouth the leaft word of, 
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acti eat ere emis 
omplaint how violent foeuer her torments 
‘were, yea haucing bin feauenteene dayes withe 
out being able to take any fuftenance which 
Could be prefented vnto her she was nocwith 
Randing fo fortifyed with diuine grace tliat she 
excited and ftirred vp all thofe who vifited 
her tobe dilligent in the feruice of God gi- 
ueingthem fuch fite initructions asifshe had 
penctraredin to their very harts fodire&ly she, 
hitethe markaod touched their wounds. As}. 
‘herlife decayed and drew towardes an end 
(Brochér Rezasld ofthe Order of S, Francesa 
| man of fingular perfeGtion {pake vato her cer- 
'tainedeuout Wordes animatiog herto indure 
courragioofly che Jat affaulcs , and to beare 
, with patience her greevous ficknes which did 
fotorment her: she anfwered him witha fm: 
leinz coantenance and cieere voyce : O my 
Brother how mucham {obliged to mySa- 
, aiour and Redeemer Chrsit le/as for fiace chat 
| by the meanes of his great feruat Francés I haue 
j tafted che bitternes of his dolorous Paffion I 
have never in my Whole life found paine. 
| whichcould affi& me, nor euill chat could 
|hureme, nor iofirmity how great fuever that 
| €an cootriftate me, fortheris nothing iofup- 
| portable toa hare thatloueth God: and to him 
chatloueth not,allis infupportable:her delighe 
| wasto {peake of God the vanity of the world, 
death aodthe recompence of the bleffed her 
Religious ftéod aboutther mother, of whom 
within ashore {pace they shouldbe eae 
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neither fleep nar the takeing of their other ne” 
ceffities could feparate them from her compa . 
ny, for the comfort they tooke in her pre- 
{ence made them forgstt all thofe commedt 

rigs, in particular her deer, Siver agnes Was 
wounded. with forrow and greife, beirg thus 
vehemently. aff Ged she earneftly befoughe 
her Sifter Clarenotto forfake her butas they 
bad bin lincked together ia loyeand affe€tion 
(q they might not be {eparated by horrid death 
befeeching the diuine maiefty, that she might 
1 be delivere:t from the bondes of this miterable 
bodye. This heavenly doue loueing her as her 
owne hart andasthe apple ofher eye, aofwe- 
red her; my deer Siftler whow I lowe moftcor- 
‘dially ince it isthe will of God I should de. 


for E affure you our Lord will come very foone 
{co vific you with an vofpeakable coofolation 
before your death, W hich came to paffe the 97. 
day following: for our Redeemer (as the {pou 
fe of the Efpoule)appecred vuto hergracioufly 
beholding ber.aod and giveing herataft of the 
eternall Felicity, (aceording to the prophefie | 
ofher Sifter Clare) before her death, inuiceing| 
her ta the wedding of the lambe the yeare 
ras3. the 16, af november, 56. of her age, 
compleat in all perfe@tian: God hath maoife- 
fted the glory of herfoule bya number of mi- 
raclesatruich haug bin wrought ather tombe. 


} 
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part, remaine you beer ioyfall aod Weepe not, | 
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Of the fpirit of Prophecie in fain- 
te Clare and bow she was 
vifited by the Religi- 
ous of Florence. | 


CHAP. XLV. | 


Ainte Clare was adorned with the fpirit of 
prophefie which appeared in feueral occa- 
fions & firft the Seraphical Father fending 
once fine noble damfells vato her to be admit- 
ted amongtt the aumber of her difciples she 
addmitting fower refufed the fifth by name 
called Cafiam Thatholse who with greatin- 
ftancie befoughet fase Claveto admitt her in 
likefore but the fainse foretold her she would 
prove vnconftantand not perfeuer with them, 
| | bueche damfell vrgeing thefainte to pro ceed 
: more affectionatly and ferioufly with heraffir- 
. meing by oath that she would perfeuer among 
! them Wherfore furmounted with herimpor- | _ 
tunity she admitted her but beforea yeare was 
i expired shereturned tothe world,proving the! 
| prophefie of S.Césre to be true. One Hugoline 
| Pecter Gicordons a noble man of Afiifum after 
| he had bin Foolish tw/oe and t Wentie veares & 
' parted frombis wife Gasduccam who Was ve- 
| ry pious she foretold they should liue againe 
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[very peaceably together and be comforted 
wits afine child which came to pafle according | 
to her prophefie as the man him felfe teftifyed 
inthe proceffe of her Casonization. Her Re. 
ligious koeelrag rouod about her bed powring 
forth rivers of teares, for greefe of herdepar- 
ture, she corning cowardes them fayd: my 
daug hters;go meet your Sifters coming fr6 the 
-] monafterie seer florence to vifit me in my lat 
ficknes goe {peedely forthey ftay at the gate & | 
haveing refeéted and refreshed them bring 
them in to me wt bexedscat ent anima mca 
antequam mortar; that my foule may blefle 
them before I dye; they were receaued by /esms 
Clarewith greatioye and confolation and she 
gaue vato them avayle which she ordinarily 
.| wore which they carryed with them to their 
monaftery of florence where it is yet kept by 
‘ {the Religious ofthe fayd monaftery foraRe- 
lique,this Conuent hath fiace bin built and e- 
Rtablishediothe City. Itisathing wery ordi- 
| narily feene thatthe wordes-of dying parent 
do take agreat impreffion in the hearts of the 
children and are retained as oracles, the glo- 
rious virgin & mother S. Clare with a {mileigg 
looke and Angelicall countenance gave wnto 
her Religious a thoufand heavenly documents 
rec6mending to her holy Familie al fort of rare 
virtues 10 particular theloue of God and their 
neighbour, obedience to fuperiours , aod the 
{ ftri& aad fublime pouerty: she foretold them 
what should befall chem after her death then 
| | ioyoing 
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joyning her handes in forme ofa croffe she gaue 
her holy benediction to all her Religious both 
prefeot and abfent. | ihe 
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The Benediction of 
S. Clate. . 


N the name of the moft holy Trinity A- 
"men. My deerly beloued Sifters our Lord 
give youhis Benedifioa and behold you 
with the eye of his mercy giueing you his] 
peace, as alfotoall thofe who shall enter aad 


into allother monafteries of the Order who 
shall perfever vnto the end inthe moft holy po- 
uerty. 1 Clare feruantof le/us Chrft and little 
plane of oarholy Father S. Frramcss your mo- 
ther and Sifter allthough vowrorthy doe be- 
feech oar Redeemer by the interceffion of his 
moft- holy mother, of the Archangell $. Me- 
i, | e2aettandthe holy sa Spear Father 
i S. Frees and all the holy faints, that he will |’ 
| | giaeand confirme vato you this Benedifion 
in heaven andiacarth,in earth multiplying in 
‘ you his holy grace, and inheauenexaltiag you 
' with his faintes: I giue you my benedi&ion 
whilesI am yet in this life, & after my death, 
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as muchas I am able, aod more then lam abet 
Amen. . 


How many ptrfons of note and 
Asfeiples of faint Francis | 
afisfed at {ainte Cla- 
 kesdeath. | 


CHAP. XLVI. 


6 Blt op= and affettio. which ewery| 
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one bore watoher did dayty increafe in| 

fuch manner as she was honored fors: 
faint, being frequently vificed by Cardiaalls, | 
Bishopps,and other Prelates andas Gad drew | 
neerer Vato. herand that her foule was ready | 
to depart, this holy virgin defired that fome of; 
che moft holieft and fpiritualle ft Freer Minots | 
should affift and be prefent to difcourfe veto | 
her of the pafflon of our Redeemer; the mete | 
to inflame herio his'holy lowe by their piéux | 
exhortations :amongft others Brother Iunipe- | 
rus difciple to S,Frascis came fittly to the pur- 
pofe §.C/areloued him fingularly far his great 
fan@tiry and familiarity with God,( he was cal - 
led the Archer of le/se Ch? by reafon of his | 
wordes fo inflamed in diuine lone which pe-* 
netratedto the hares of the hearers like infla- | 
med darts) he entertained her withfuch in fla -| 
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{ 
| med difcourfes ofher Creatour thatthis good 
t Lady fild with roy atthe fight of him demaded 
ifbe knew no new thing of God:brother Ia. 
niperé aofwered (parkling forth fuch {ublime 
feruour that she remained fally fatisfyed and 
content, Finally turoing het Angelicall face 
towardes her deerly belowed daughters and 
Sifters who ftood there powring forth abiidan- 
ce of teares, she recommend&® voro themin, 
thi her latt pafladge the mott holy pouerty, | 
| yeelding thankes voto allmighty God forthe 
| manifold benefits which she had receaued from | 
his divine maiefty, relating many in particular, 
thea she gat:,,..gaineher benedi€tion toall the} 
‘ Religious uiner mooatftery both prefent acd 
\ubfent and to allthofe chat should enter into 
her order; there were allo prefent two com- 
panyons of S, Francw, Brother Angell comfor- 
ting the aflembly aod the moft innocent bro- 
| cher Leo who ceafed not to kiffe the bed of the] 
| damfell ready to abandone this world; her 
; daughters, bewayling at her Feet accompany-|. 
‘ing herfoule voto heauea With teares and la- 
us€ tations fiadiag ao confolation bur in defire| 
to accompany her, 
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‘moft magnificently adorned wearing on her 
‘head a molt pretious diademe befeet With 
| pearles, Rubies, and a brightnes fo refulgene 
thae ie Changed the da: !nes of thenighe 10¢o 
cleere day, this Wasthe mother of God queene 
and Emprefle of heaven, Who with amaietti- 
call but fmileing countenance went diredly to 
the pure and innocent virgin Clare who lay in 
agonie; and embraceing her tenderly she gaue 
her the kifle of peace; and toaffigne hertoap- 
peere perfonally in glory she brought with her 
a Robe or garment of ineftimable value which 
this fouucraigne .Ladye gave vsto this 
heavenly damiell that she might, adorne her 
felfe therwith to meere her heauenly Spoufe 
according to this faying of fast Ihe, The 
wedding of the Lamb is comeand the time fet 
downe for the celebrati6 therof,& the Efpoufe 
is cloathed in rich garmeats white asfnow. 
Which wee fee fulfilled inthis happy virgia, 
for Chriff Jefe lent vato her by the handes of 
hisfacred motherthe ornaments wherin she 
was prefent her felfeae the feaft. W batioye & 
c6fore did herfoulethen feele, what heavenly |. 
fecurity what extraordinary fubilie , whatfpr-| 
rituall grace whatcertainty & pledges of eter- 
nall glory diishe then receane. Amidift thefe 
{weet embracements she yealded vp her holy, 
beautifull, and happy foule into the armesof 
her Creatourcouuered with Laurells and loa- 
den with Palmes tryomphantly c@enter into 
the Celeftiall Kingdome , feruiag her felte! 
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with deathasa footftodle to ftep to eternall fe. 
licity ,changing her haire-cloath fora ftole of 
| |immortality, poudtty for euerlafting riches, 
| pennance for perpetus"ioy & happines, for her 
fafting inthis exile she is now fatiated atthe 
magnificent table ofthe heauenly inhabitants 
| | aad far the villity and hurbility of hex garments 
she is re{plendécly reuefted with sfory: her 
» | continaall inteflant fighesand defires panting 
after the prefeace of her beloued are now full: 
filled by the B. Vifion of God and by the happy 
fruition of the fouueraigne good; leauing vsan 
open Way W':erby the example of her fanétity 
wee blind and miferable wretches may forfake 
the breife rranfirory and deceipefull oleafates, 


and may purfuethe permanent true and euer- 
tafting. 


Of the bonor able Obfequies of 
7 faint Clare, 
@ 


| CHAP. XLVI. 


| Hefoule of S. Clare hauing left this mor. 
tall life che romour of her death was pre- 

fently diuulged overall the City 0 fAfs- | 

| Sum, from whence both men and Woemen 
came flocking with great concourfe to the 

monaftery in fuch fort as the City feemed to be 
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How S. Clare was vifited by our Redeemer 
and his glorions virgin Mother and 
Of her B. departure. — 


‘CHAP, XLVIL 


Asnde Clare the B. Bfpoufe'of Chriftefus 
being carioufly elaborated and rarely car. 
ued and made fitt by the blowes of tribula- 
tion,temptation,and infirmity , asa firmeand 
liuing tone which was to be placed ina princi- 
pall corner of the celeftiall Heeru/alem the 
cold {weat mquntiog to her forhead aod the 
painfull gripes and pangs of death ‘knocking 
at the gate of her heart; she heard the {weet 
voyce of her fougeraigne Redeemer calling 
her to him felfe, her foule being now even 
ready to depart with great traoquilliey: she 
fpake moft fweerly to her B.foale faying, goe 
copfidently my foule goe fecurely for thou haft 
a good guid to: conduct thee through this Voy- 
age , for he whohath created thee hath fan- 
.&ifyed,and hath all wayes conferued thee affe- 
Ging thee with atender love equall withthae 
ofa mother towards her child, and thou my 
God be prayfed for hauing created me, Sifter 
Anastafia asked of her to whome it was she 
{pake:to whome she reoiyed faving I fpeake 
to my B. foule which hath bene preuéted with 
ae rede &: | the 
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{ che benediGtions of eur Lord: brother Lunipere 


begining to read the Paffion cfour Redeemer 
(which wasthe Manvel of this Virgin) Chrss 
lejas her glorious and triumphant Spoufe ap- 
peared voto lerin Royall maiefty refulgent as 
the funne bearing in his afpe& the beauty and 
oroament of heaven darting forth rayes of di- 
uine glory,he with a{mileing countenacce in 

uited her to the company of his Efpoufes. S. 
Clare was fo tranfported With ioye as it was 
admirable her heart did noebreaketherwith 
and her foule take her flight to the heauenly 
maofions, she difpofed her felfe thervato and 
ealled her coffin Sifter symeand fayd vato-her 
my daughter doe you not beholdtheking of 
glory whom I fee behold there is my beloued 
f{poufe who doth inuite me to eternall manfids 
and to the Pallace of the immortal! wedding; 
sow io the meane whileshe darted forth in. 
flamed affetions towards her beloued;brea- 
thing after nothing but to be diffolued from 
this bedy ard to he fete free from this trouble. 
fome captivity that she mighetake her fight 
voto heauen.SifterSenawenta being tran{perced 
with a dart of forrow cafting her fightto the 
chamber doore she faw with ker corporal 
eyes to enter in an honorable Proceffion of 
Virgins moft richly cloathed in white gar. 
ments, cuery one Wearing on her head a 
crowne of gold befett with pearles and glitte 

ring ftarres,among them was one who feemed| 
to be the Emprefie , furpaffing in maiefty and 
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forfaken and left empty, thither eame the off 

cers of iuftice with great ftore of armed men 
who guarded the monaftery that night forfeare 
leaft thatrich treafure should betakeo from 
them: the City of afi/tom delegated certaine 
perfons of account to his holines in the City 
of Perufiomws, He refidiug there both by teafon 
of Calamities ofthe Churchas allfo, toéxpe& 
the diviné ordination eoncerning the depar- 
ture of his daughter Clare whom he loued 
‘witha tender and Fatherly affeQien efteeming 
hereto be che moft holyeft dam(ell of hertime, 
anddefireing tobe prefentather obfequiesha- 
ucing heard chenewes he departed from Peru- 
fia with all his Court and comeingto sfsfisns 
|theday followinghe eatred into the mona» 
Rtery of S. Dansian wheré he contemplated her 
{dead (whom he had vifited in her fi¢kaoes) 
sheading abundance of teares through deuoe 
tionbeholding the beastifutl face of this hea- 
| aenly inhabitant, théy lifted vp her bodye. and 
witheorches, wax tapers and boughs with all 
reuerence and devotion they carryed herioto 
the Church, where the office was celebrated 
by the Cardinalls and Cleargie inthe prefence 
of Pope Innocent the fourth and an incredible 
oumber of Prelates, Abbots, Lords,and per- 
fons of quality who flockedthitherto exibite 
this laft dutie and honourto 5. Clare, the Can- 


| tores beginning the office of rhe dead the Pope 


would have had the.office of virgins manife 
Rtinga defire to Canoniize her before her bodye 
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wasinterred. But Arvsould Cardinall of Hofte 
and Proteétour of the Order aduifed him thae 
ootwithftanding thacche commaundement of 
his holines wasiuft by reafon of her fingular 
merrits, yet it was better that that should be 
done with more deliberation & counfel. Fhe 
Pope then permitted them to prefecute fo. 
lemoly the office of the dead according to the 
cuftome; thefayd Cardinal! of Hofsemadethe 
Funerall Sermon hauing taken for histheame 
Vanitas vanttatem €5 omnia vanitas, declareing 
the vanity of honour riches pleafures and de- 
lights of this World highly extolling the wife 
and noble defpifer of all vanities he might very 
pertinently difcourfe as eye-witnes of the illu: 
ftrious adions of this muft renowned virgio 
hauing forcible arguméts wherwith to mooue 
the harts and eyes of his auditours to teares of 
deuotion by his Oragion. The Funeralls being 
very honorably concluded: the Cietizens of 
| afefium thoaghc it not convenient that thisine- 
| timable lewell and pretious threafyre should 
be fo farre diftant from their Citte they caufed 
this holy bodye tobe tranfported with great 
pompe fingioz Pfalmes and Himnes accom- 


inftruments and folemne proceMoncarrying it 
to the Church of §. George where the bodie of 


conucnient that he who in hislife had dire&ed 
her sheuld alfo prepare the place of her fepul- 
Icher ; there was then a preat coneourfe and 


FF a multi- 


panyed with the harmonie of fundrie muficall 


S. Francis bad firft been layed. It being very] 
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Citties townes and villages about #/Ss/ium to | 
giue thaokes wato God andto proclaime this ' 
Virgin a glorious fainte whonow liueth and ' 
raigneth with God and his Angells, and ther. : 
fore deferueth to be honered by men vpon 
earth. O glorious. Ladye pray now for vs and | 
gaine our foulesto God as thou haft drawne. 
many voto him liueing io chis world, Sasee ; 
Clare paffed from this life to the nexe che, 
yeare of our Lord «253, che tx. of Augnt : 
the 42. yeare after her vocation to Keli-; 
gion, andthe6a. ofher age, she was buried: 
the 12. vpon which day the Church doth fo- | 
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Ope Innocent the fourth hauing beene ve- 

ry familiar with $. Clare whiles sheli- 

ued in this vale of teares, vifiting her 
inher laft ficknes, feene her after her death, 
and affiftedat her Fune™alls , and knowae her 
fora Paragon of faints inhertime, he much 
defiredto Canonize her: for this fubie@ the| 
33. of o&ober the fame yeare 1253. he gaue ex- 
nr ge ee 


: of the Canonization of . 
7 | S. Clare, 
| CHAP. XLIX, 
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prefle 
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of §. €lare. 8.9. 


prefle commiffion to Barthsimew Bishop of: 
t Spoicewm co examine her life, perfe&ions, and | 
miracles, Who with Leonerd arch. Deaton of | 
Spoleturm, lames arch-Prseff, Brother Leo heer- 
tofore Confeffourto the Seraphieall Bacher 
S. France, Brother Angell of Rsese one of the 
twelue firft difciples of the fayd faior. And 
Brother Merck Confeflour of the Religious 
woemen of S. Oamsandid profecute and per- 
fe&t the procefle by A&s of publicke notaries 
and an inknit number of witaefles worthy of 
.  {Faithand credit, whichehey prefented tothe 
esi lefas Chesf vpon earth, at the begin. 
| 
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ing of the yeare following. Bue the Pope con- 
trained to take his iourney tewardes Naples 
for che pregnant ‘affaires of che Charch, loa- 
den with ave, labour and perfecutions and 
full of merits,hewas ftroken by death bowing 
tothe rigour ofthis cruell Law the 25. of De- 
cemberthe yeare 1254.yealdiag vp hisfoule 
{to God and his bodyeto the earth in the Con- . 

uent ofthe Freer Mioorsiathe City of Na- Lar. 
| |ples,eothe great greifeand detriment of the 
Church. Regsnawid Cardinall and Bishop of 
| Hoffse, faceeeded Inaocent the fourth. in ehe 
chaire of S. Peeter, and was called Allexan- | 9°" 
. der the fourth, vnderftadiog thatthe renowne 
of the faint did dayly augment and that euery 
a E defired her Canonilation he made choi- 


fe of perfons of great authority, prudence, and 
» to examine her life and merits, and 


oe 
beiog ducly informed hew this virgin had 
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bio irreprehéfible in her ations and a moft 
bright mirrour of virtue and perfection, and 
that Ged had fealed theeminency of herho- 
ly life byan infinie number of true and appro- 
ved miracles he ordained and fere dowoea 
day for her Canonifation wherat weraaflem. 
bled with his holines many Cardinalls Arch. 
Bishops, Bishops, Prelates and great number 
of Prieftes , and Religious men,;with a great 
oumber of Lords knights and gentlemen, and 
others of lower rack;before whome the Pope 
propounded this holy fubie&, demaunding 
therin aduife ofthe Prelates, who with one 
accord confented and befoughe that this La- 
die might be Canonifed in the Church fith 
Je/us Chref had illuftrated her in heauen. In 
this fore then two yeares after her deceafe 
Pope Alexander did iorole her in the Cata 

logue of faintes:ordaineing that her feaft 
should be foleminifed on the twelft day of 
Avguit , this Canonifation was celebrated 
wih all magnificency inthe City of Anagaie 
in the great Church: the yeare 1345. andthe 


{ annure.| firft yeare of che Popedome of the {ayd Pope; 


tothe prayfe and glory of our fouueraine Crea- 
tour and mercifull Redeemer. 


| 


| great multitude of people, in the moft abie& 


| valley of Spoterum. The yeare 1230. the fame 
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Of the tranflation of the bedyes of S. Pran- 
cis and S. Clare, with other 
particalars. 


CHAP. L. 


He glorious Father S. Francs a louer of 

humility and contempt of himfelfe,euer 

defired that his bodie after his death 
might be buried ia the moft vile and abic& 
placeof afsfiun , he was not frultrated of his 
demaund or prophefie, for Pope Gregorse the 
ninth combing to Af%fSum forthe Canonifation 
of thefayd (aint, the yearer228. he caufedto 
be built a famous temple to his honour laying 
himfelfe the firft ftlone in the prefence of a 


aod contemptible place of the City which was 
calledthe mount of Helf where malefaCtours 
were executed, but fince itis called the mount 
of Heawen, cootributing towards this buil. 


ding the greateft part of his reaenues in the ants 


Wad, ad 
aru, 
1230.§. 
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Pope caufed to beaflembled the General Cha. 
pter of the Order of Freer Minorsjn the City 
of Afssfism and cauled to be published ouer all 
Rurope the tranflation of the bodie of fam 
F rences.trom the Church of S. George where it 
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' had repofedehe (pace of fower yeares te the. 

—{aew Church builtto the honour of the faine, 
| theeher eame aboue two thoufand Religious 

men and (aint 4ashente of Pads amangit the 
reft, aod of feculars of all degrees and qualities 
‘che number was inoumerable who reforted 
thether from all quarters, io tuch fortas the 

City being sot able to concaioe them they 

were compelled to retire intothe Gelds wonder 

tents and pauillions, they now all expe&ted 

with great denotionthe arriual of his Holines 

accordingtohis promi(e: he feothisexpreffe 

Apoftolicall Nunces both to plead hisexcufe 

forthat he did notcome himfelfe in perfon for 

fome lag full impediments which hindered 

him: and to adornethis new Church with a 

great croffe of goldiariched with many pre- 

tious tones of 1neftimable value wherio there 

wasinchafled a great peece ofthe true croffe, 

andalifo many other oraaments and rich vef- 

fels eo embellish the high Altar, andorherrich 

donaries, befides a large Alinesto detray all 

charces andto perfec the worke, the tranfa- 
tian was eelebrated the 25.of May. Theyeare} 

1239,in moft magnificent Pome, the holy bo- | 

: die figned withthe feale of our Redemption | 
ge was placed ina Chappell vnder ground asit ts | 
aq | declared in the 29. Chapter,this folemnity was. 
moftilluftrious by many miracles whictrGod: 
wroscht infanour ofthe faint. Bue tothe end 
that cme temple of §, George wherin this inefti-, 
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great honour the Supreame Bishop by Apo- 
ftolicall guthority gave itto his beloued 
daughter Clare; ordaining expreffely. for this 
end his Proeuratour to buildanew Church 
witha monatterie theryato adioyning forthe 
Religious woemen of S. Damian fox the grea- 
ter commodity and fafety oftheir perfons this 
Conuent wasnot yet perfe@ed inthetime of 
8.Clareby reafon ofthe cruell warres ouer afl 
Italie but efpecially inthe valley of Spoletum 
(ubie@ to the Church, by Fredericke the fecond 
(wrorne enemy therof, The year r260,the 
building of S.Georges being finished atthe Po. 
pes coft fitt to lodge therin the Religious woe- 
men, &the owtward partto repofe the holy 
bodye of this diuine Damofel!, Pope Alexan 
der the fourth’ commanded she Bishops 0 
Perufia Spoletum and Mfsifiumeo tranfoort the 
holy bodye from the Church of S. Damien to 
the new one founded to her honour, which 
was performed the third of O@ober in the 
prefence of anumber of Prelates Abbatts aad 
-| Religious men, aad great Rtore of fecular who 
reforted from all partaia great conconrfeled 
by extreame deuotion,they were ready to ftifle 
each other being nexerfatiated with kiffe:n 2 & 
embraceing thefe O Joriferous Reliques. Te 
Religious daughters of S. Clare leaueing the 
monafterie of $. Damian followed their mo. 
ther to live inthe new monaftery of S, George 
carrying with chem the Crucifix which fpa ee 
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[fence of his Holines and his whole Court, 
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with many other holy Bodyesand Relickes; | 
the litle Conuent of /asst Dassen doth at this 
prefeot belong tothe Fathers of S. Francs of 
the Reformation, Note good reader that ther 
is great likelshood according to our authour 


bin Seuerall times tranfported, firft from S. 
; Damsans to S. George in thie City of Afsifinme 
afterthefolemne Funeralls celebrated in pre- 
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Two yeares after from S, Georges againe to S. 
| Damian whiles amore magnificedt Church ; 


| Wasa building it being needfulto demolish the: 


{precedent, Finally fiue yeares after thatto the | 
| newand magnificent Chhureh built to the hoe, 


{nour ofthis glorious Ladye. The yeare ra65. 


Pope Clement the fifth exceedingly deuoted to | 
the Orderof S$. Clare came exprefiely to Afss- | 
feumto vifit her Church: he eaufed ittobe 
bleffed within and without by Cardinall Re-| 
dulphus Bishop of -s/ba, and he him felf con- | 
fecrated the high Alleer, vnder which repofed | 

'thebody of S, Clare,and Cardinall Steephen | 

‘ confecrated the aller dedicated to the honour 
ofthe holy’ faints George, Cofmee,and Oanetan, | 
with great folemnity and concourfe of People, 
vpon Sunday thefirft’ of September, 
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Mirabilis Deus in Sanctis fuis.'P/alm.67. 


Balle of the C anonixation of S. 
| Clare. . he 


CHAP. LI. 


Lexander Bishop feruast of the feruants 

of Godto our venerable Brethren the} 

Arch-bishops Bishops &e. Health and 
Apoftolicall benediétion : Ic being macifeft 
that no ble andrenowned S. Clare doth shine 
both ia heauen and in earch by the meanes of 
her glorious merits, With great honour “ind 
ftore of miracles by her perfeé life in Religion 
and the fupereminence of the eternal! recom- 
pences ,and doth shine Heer on earth difcoue- 
ring wertue moft cleerly by fundry fignes, and 
becaufe whiles liueing in this world was giué] 
voto her the title and priviledge of holy Po- 
werty, andis repayed her jn heaven with in- 
comparable treafure, and onearth with ho 
nour reverence and devotion ofall Catholicke 


Chriftid people:this Virgin Céere by her bright}: 


workes is become refplendent and with 
fullnes of diuine light is moft illuftriousamone 
Chriftians. O facred Virgin adorned with 
fo many titics of brighenes and fight! before 
her Conuerfion bright , in her conuerfion 
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moft bright,in Religion much more bright; & 
afier the courfe of this prefeat life moftreful 

gentbright. This Virgin Wasa bright mirour 
of all virtue ,and froin the (weet Lilly of her 
virginalf purity is diffufeda moft odoriferous 
fentin Heaueo, being vponecarth a powerfull 
affiftant ofthe needy, O admirable Clorewho 
the more wee contemplate thee - all thefe 
thingsthe more wee fiad thee admirable and 
refplendentioeuery one, inthe world eleer 
aodbright , iothe Cloi&ter aeleer Lampe, in 
the houfe a bright beame,in Religion mott ref. |. 
pleodeot,in her life agliteering ftarre , inher |. 
death a moft refulgent Sunne; giueing light 
vpon earth and shioeing in heauen. O how 
great is the force of her light,and how fparek- 
ling and glittering her{pleodowr. Thislighe 
was hidden and shace vp in the Cloifter of 
Religion and shined forth , retired into a 
ftraight mooaftery and knowne ouer all the v- 
nivers: she wasshute vp io fecret, but her 
brizhelifedid publish her, she was filent and 
her renowoe did {peake,she was hiddenio her 
Cellaad koowne throughout Citties , wee 
need not meruaile and wonder at this for a 

torch fo great and bright couldnot be without 
fplendour and light ia the houfe of our Lord: 
this veffell replenisted with aromaticall per- 
fumes could not be fo clefe shutt’ vp but ie. 
would inbaulme and diffyfe an odoriferous s&€ 
through che whole houfe of God:and although 
in the ftraight folitnde of her Cloifter she did 
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brufe and breaketle¢ Alabafterofher body :ne | 
vertheles she did diftufe ouer al the Palaceof| — 
the Catholicke Churci an Odour offandiry: 
being yet a young damofelle in the World she 
laboured inher tender yeares to difpife and c6- 
cemne vanities,aed prelerue thetreafure of her| 
virginity , exercifeing her‘felfe in fuclifort io 
the workes of piety and the loue of God that 
from her proceeded a gratfullienowne acco 
panyed with excellét prayfes. T his being come 
tothe eares of S. Francs he began to ioftrack | 
her & aduance her in perfeQtion & the feruice; - 
of God,and harkening attentively to the do 
Grineofthe faint, defiring toreno woce thé 
world and the pompestherof and to follow} 
Chrsft lefus in voluntary pouerty immediatly | © 
effe@ing the intenfe feruour of her defires and 
that she might be more perfect she diftributed 
to the poore and needy all her riches, ib this| 
-} manner makeing her dight from the world & 
goingtoa Church inthe fieldes , her haire was 
cute of by S. Frances she was eonfecrated to} 
God, and placed in an other Church from 
whence her kindred laboured much to with. | 
draw her,bue she cleaued fo fafttothe Alirar 
that she drew after her the oruaments thereof, 
aod shewifig to her kindred her harre cute of, 
she refolutly. refifted them faying that hauing: 
dedicated her heart to the feruice of God her. 
foule could not be feparated fromhim ,in fine | 
she was led by che holy Fathertothe Church| 
of 8. Demian forth of the City of A/S/iwm wher- 
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of she Was native , where our Lord adioyned 
co her {ome companions,to tie endthey might {- 
coniointly live in the contiouall prayfes of 
their heavenly fpoufe Chraff lejso. From this 
Virgin had herbeginning the facred Order of 
the poore Cleres cow (pread ouer all the world 
this Efpoufe of Chrs/? te(ne by the counfeile of 
faint Frances gaue a begining to this new ob- 
(eruaoce, she was the firft ftone and foundati6 
of this great Religion, being by race noble , but 
far more noble and gencrous by her conserfid 
allways conferuing her virginity to God as she 
had dedicated it to him; after this her mo- 
cher Hortwiane confidering the fingular works 
of her daughter entred into the fame Religion 
aod asa good gardinef (who in the garden of 
j Jour Lord had grafted fucha plaoe)she finished 
happely her life, the Virgin Clareafccr much 
importunity aod to obey Saint Frances accep- 
ted che gouueroment of her monaftery and was 
made Abbeffe: she was the high cree feene frd 
nay couored withlong beughs; bearing to 
the Church the fauour ous fruits of Religion: 
' she was the tree full of fo many delights which 
innited and doth inuirte. fo many damfells to 
runneand tait che fruit serofvader the {weet- 
_ | nesofher shade; this was the new and moft 
| cleare Valley of Spoleca which giueth to drinke 
ofthe new fountaine of liuing waters to re-. 
' fresh and profit foulesshe is the cay ba de-|. 
uided into many ftreames watering our holy 
1) mother the Church: and produceing fundry 
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plants of Religion, she was the high Cand- | 
| lefticke of fanétiry fo bright andcleer inthe 
houfe of God that to her brightnes haue runne 
anddoe runne many to light their Lampes at 
herlight: It was she whoin the feild ofthe | 
Catholicke Faith hath planted the noble 
and moft high Vine of pouerty from whence 
are gathered the rich fruits of faluation in 
gteat abundace:it is she who inthe meddow of | 
the Church hath planted the garden inuironed 
with the hedges of humility, and befett with 
allrigourand afperity wherinis found plenty 
ofall virtue she isthe abridgment of the Cloi- 
fler who withan artifictallare doth buildehe 
high aod narrow tower of abftinence wherin 
is prepared the {prrituall viand of pleafant and 
deleCtable refeCtion: she is fhe:Princefle of the 


poore, the Duchefle ofthe humble, miftrefle | | 


ofthecontinent, and mother of the penizent: 
\ this troly virgin gouuerned her monaftery, and 
Familie With much prudence inthe feare and 
feruice of God, and in the perfe& obferuance 
of the Order, prouidentin herthoughts,com- 
mon in all feruice and fabour,in counfeile moft 
prudent, in admonition diligent, incorre&tion 
temperate; in commaiiding moderate,to com 
paffion very fenfible;difcret in filence praue & 
in aduifed {peech, very wile and circi(pe& in | 
allchingsappeértainiog to gouverment : rather 
defiring to ferve thé ro be ferned, to honour o. 
chersthé co be honored in (uch forethat her life | 
Was to others an in{truction: learning onthe | 
i booke of-her life the Ruleand fquare of their 
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life, obferuing as ina bright looking glaffe 
their a@tions and workes. This holy virginlt- 
ued with her bodyevpon earth, but her foule: 
was copterfant in beaué: O veffell of humility, 
O pledge of chattity, O fame of charity, O 
(wreetnes of benignity: fortreffe of patience 
band of peace, comontoall, (weet inwordes, 
meeke in workes, aod beloued ang fought 
ofeuery one, Aad the moreto macerate the 
flesh her enemye , and fortify her fpirit she re- | 
fled on the bare ground: her bed being oft 
times the cuttings of Vines haneing a blocke 
of wood for her pillow, her garment wras one 
habbitt & one cloake of profle and vilecloath, 
cootenting herfelfe to conuer her tenderbq | 
dye with this attire, she wore arude hatre 
cloath and Cilice wouen ofhorfe- haire, in ¢a- 
ang aod drinking she was fo abftinent as along | 
time she was obferued not to cat any thing 3- 
dayes in the week: to wire mundayes Wen | 
fedsysand Frydayes, the other dayes shetooke 
_ Small refeAion fo asthe Religious were ama 
| sed how she mantained life: she employed the 
greate(t part of hertimeia watching & praychs) 
beisgallmoft continually fcke being notable 
torilete labour according to her defire and 
cuftome, shearofe bythe help of her Sifters 
andbeing ftayed vpby them, she performe4 
fome handy worke to exclude I dienes, Her 
worke wasto make corporalls for theferuic® 
ofthe Aller (ending them in prefentsto thé 
poore Churches and congregations about 
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fifivm: she was peculiarly ingmoured and acu-|. 
rious obferuer of pouerty, it being fo deeply} 
ingrauen io her hart as dayly she became more 
refolute and inflamed towardesit: fo ftrily 
embraceing it as oo neceffity or want what] 
foeuer could ever feparate her from it: and’ 
would neuer confent by any counfell or ad- 
uife that her monaftery should enioye aay thing |’ 
proper, allthough Pope Gregory the Ninth 
our predeceflaur of happy memory would]. 
haue giuen her poffeffions forher felfeand her 
Religious. Now for that fach a bright lighe 
could not be hid with out fpreading forth the 
Rayes ofher beauty; she was illuftrious for] 
for many miracles: she reftored voycetoa Re- 
ligious of Ker monaftery who could not be} 
heard {peake: dad hearing to one that was | 
deafe ie cured the impediment ofthe toung: 
onedfa dropfic,a Freer Miaor ofa Frenzi¢e 
diaers others makeing vpen them the figne of 
the crofle.Anothertime Oylebeing wanting 
te the monaftery she called the Brother whofe 
office it wasto begg and gaue him 2 veffell 
which the Religious Brother by the diuiné 
goodnesand mercy fouud full. Another day it 
happened that the Religious woemen had in 
all che howfe but one halfe leafe, ae S.[ 
Clare Ccommaunded the Siftersto diuidéthat} ' 
liele bread amongft them, andia the handes of 
the Difpeneier who diftributed ie, he whois 
thelineiog bread & in the defart fed the hune 
grie multiplyed in {uch fort this loafe hae ha- 
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ueing made $o0.portions according to the num 
ber of Religious they Were all fufficiently (a- 
tiated and refeéted; by meanes of thefe fignes 
and many other miracles wrought in her life 
was manifefted the preeminencie ofher me 
rits. Now the virgin drawing neer to the end 
of her life she was vifited witha refplendent 
company of virgins among whom there was 
one more gl@teringaod refulgent then all the 
reft who drawing neerto the bed ofthe fer- 
uant of lefws Chrsft embraced her tenderly asd 
lefther follof comfort. After her death one 
detained withthe falling ficknes and lame of 
onelegg being vot able to goe was broughtto 
her fepalcher and there repofeiag alitle, the 
lege offended was heard to make a great noife 
asif adry ftafte had bin broken: prefently he 
was. fett free of his twoe malladies. O 
ther Criples and° difeafed were cured , 
one who hadbin many yeares blind was led 
to her (epulcherbut returned without guide 
hauing recoucred his fight, by reafono thefe 
workesand many other glorious miracles this 
venerable C/ere doth shinefo bright that in hee 
isaccomplished what her mother heard in 
prayer before her birch: thae she should bring 
fortha light which should illuminate ‘all the | 
world; the holy Church may infty reioyceto 
haue producedaad nowrrished fuchadaughter 
who asa fruitfall mother of virtue hath by ‘her 
herfe& doGrine nourrished and ourfed vp ma- 
oy difciplésin Religion led by herexample to 
, the 
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the feruice of Chriff lefus, the congregation of 
the faithfull ought all(o to reioyce, for that 
the heauenly Spoufe doth receaue their Sifter 
for his Efpoufe and hath placed her in the mid. 
deft ofthe delights of heaven: tle quiers of 
Angellsand of faints doe folemnife this feafti- 
uity inheauen with great iubilie for theacw 
wedding and Royall Bfpoufalls ofour Lord. 
It ig therfore iuft and conuenient thatthe Ca- 
tholicke Charch doe -honeur vpon earth her 
whom Godhath exaltedto heauen, Forthis 
canfe wee with the generall confent of allthe 
Cardinalls our Brethren & ofallthe Prelates 
who are at this. prefent in the Apottolicall 
court ofthe Roman Church, and with their 
counfeile wee confiding inthe diuine power & 
with the authority ofhis B. Apoftles Peeter & 
Pewfeand withour owneallfo wee doe iare- 
gifter and inrole B, Clarein toehe Cata'ogue 
ofboly viggins, aad wee doe admonish and ex- 
hort you by our Apottolicall authority com- 
maunding you that thet weluth day of Auguft 
you doe deuontly celebrate the fealt of this 
glorious virgiaanddoe caufeit wish greatre- 
werence tobe celebrated by your fubiectsto 
| che end you may merit to havehera fauorable 
dilligene and deueut interceflour to God for 
yousdto the end that the deuotion of faithful 
Chriftians may bethe more excited and awa. 
| ked towardes her, and to the celebration of 
herfeftiuity , and to honour and vifite her{e- 
pulcher. wee confideing onthe mercy of all: 
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mighty God and theanthority of theB. Apo- 
files Peeter and Paw/edoe grauntvato all faith- 
full Chriftians eruely ‘eont rite and confefled 
thareuery yeareon het feaft andthe Oaues 

j therof vifiting ‘ier fepulchera yeareand forty 

| day¢s pardon of the pennance inioy ned them. 
Giuen inthe City of anagniethe 18. of Ofo- 

ber 1255. andthe firft ofourPopedome. <-> | 
Norwithftanding this facred v irgia had bin 
moft magnificently tranflated, and Canonifed 
| with the-geserall applaufe of all mé, yee there | 
Wanted not thofe who detra&ted her glorious- 
ly triumphing in heatien , and moft rashly | 
uovuehed she was not arrived thither, andmd- | 
gre audacioufly affirmed the Pope to bedeluded 
Tn thamenifeing of her, this rumour 14 foeser | 
|| Cantte -vato the dares of his holynes but he pre- 
| fently wrote vito the Superiour of the detra- 
our, that he should firft compell him oa re- 

| cantationand then fend him ender fafe condu& 

vnto his prefence,the coppy of thé Popes letter | 

asfolloweth.? = ° «= | 
Allexander Bistiop, fértiaht ofthe feruants 
‘of Gad tothe Proamefall Priour ofthe Freer 
.| Preachersin Germanie, Wee are -mooued with 
. fextreame preife when vee bebold thofe Fryers 
| (who haGe tyed them felaes to che perperuall 
_ | feruice of God for the gaining of heawenly gio- 
ry vndera Religiolts habit) eobe ftayned with | 

| any enormous crime, truly admireing wee haue: 
| heard, and greeued wee declare, that acertaine| 
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God at Vienne in Allmaigne to the people, 
( breaking forth inte prophane wordes againtt 
S. Clare, hath prefumed with polluted lippes 
toreuile her after ithath pleafed the disine 
mercy for the excellenty ofher meritstoilla, 
ftrate her with admirable miracles, and the A- 
poftolicall Sea with folemne deliberation had 
inroled her io the Catalogue of faints, affir- 
meing that the faydS. C/are (whofe B. se 
doth shine in the prefeace of God) was not of | 


the number of the bleffed,& that the indgment 
ofthe Sea Apoftolicke in \ the fayd adfcription 
did appeare erronious; Wherfore the temerity 
&rashoes of shat Brother eaght to be punished 
that with an humble hare he may deplore the 
exorbitance of his prefumption, and that the 
like boldnes be hindered in others, wee com: 
manadvatothy difcrecion b hele Apoftoli- 
call writings io virtue o holy ebedience 
ftrily commaundiag thatthou inquire dili-| / 
{ geatly ofthe truth beerof,and if thou shale find 
ie tabe asis related of the fayd Brother, thae 
thou eempell him to recant & abiure the fayd 
| blafphemies ina publieke fermon without 
any difficulty or dilaties, premifeiog and.ad- 
moaition by Ecclefiafticall eenfure, and with- 
out appellation you caufe him by this our au- 
thority to be ftriGly commaunded that witliia 
acompetent time Waich you shall prefix him 
to apppeer perfonally before ws that he may 
receaue punishmée according tohis demerits, 
| and faile not by your letters faithfully to ¢ to de- | 


Hh 3 Clare 
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clate vnto vs whatfoeuer you shall doe heerin, 
not omitting the day ofhis citation, nor the 

_| forthe and manner of your. proceeding. Giuen 

{the third of the nonesof [une and the fixe yea- 

réofourPopedome, © 


Of the miracles yrought by the 
merits of fainte Clare, | 


and fir, of pofrelfed 
—_— 


CHAP. LI. 


He operatid of hhiracles is a pot thing 
| according ro the Angelicall oour 
furpaffing the Order of created fature, 
aed in fach fort appertaineth to the almighty 
powerfull hand of God only, who noewith 
ftanding bv his communicative goodaesdoth 
raifeand exalt creatures tothe produecing of 
| of fuch effséts, referneing neverthelesto him. 
felfe the choife of the creature, and the time, 
and oecafions convenient for the doeing of 
‘them, infuch fortthat this virtue can notre- 
ceaue her Origine from the merits of fim who 
urorketh them, but ratherfrom the infcrutable 
fecrets of God, diftributing his fauours and 
benefitsto whome he beft pleafeth aadas he 
thinketh fite, for to fay that he hath regard to 
| _ the 
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the he fanttity of life ofhim by whome he will 

worke fuch effe&ts,it wereto derogate from 

the glory of many great faints ariued to the 

culme of perfection and height of meritt of 

whom wee read no miracles ;$. Lehn Bapssst the 
Procurfour of the fonne of God, fe renowned 

by the teftimonie of the infallible truth hath 2 
wrought no miracles in his life,and neuerthe. 
les thofe whohaae wrought mapy are not e- 
fteemed more holy chen he; contrary wife 
wee know that atthe laft day many shall fay 
Lord, Lord haue not wee prophefiedin your 
name, .and invirtue therof caft out diuells and 
wrought many miracles: and forall this our 
Lord willnot ackaowledge them: a0 other- 
wife then the accurfed traitor Iwdes (with ma- 
ny others) who in.company of the Apoftles 
did worke many miracles: S. Hserome vpon this 
paflage faith thatto prophefie, worke miracle, 
and caft out divells are not workes that doe 
allwayes procecd from the merit ofhim who 
worketh them bur rather from the invocation 
of the name of Godin virtae wherof they are 
done, either for the greater condemnation of 
chofe who vfetherin his divine power leading 
a life opofittto his diuine will: or to the veilli- 
ty of thofe wKo fee and hear fach wonders 
from whenee they draw matterto prayfe and 
magnify him in whofe name they are wrought 
w herby wee euidently feethat fuch extraordi-| 


a tntememntl 


nary miracles are not allwayes afluredteftimo- 
nies of fanctity ,& el that God doth nor God doth not comuni- 
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cate chem to all faints indifferently, but only 
heo'thofe by whome be defireth to be fo hono- 
réd and feruedas wee may obferue in his moft 
hamble feruant §. C/sre whom he hath made 
moft refplendent bright not oaly by the emi- 
nencie of her life bur allfo by the (plendour of 
amapy miracles: for the fatisfaGtion of the rea- 
der, I will make a colle&tion of fome, paffing 
oueran infinite number with filence. behold 
atthe firft incouater] prefnt you with a fa- 
mous vidtory gained by her interceffid againkt 
the divell our mortall enemy, he tormented 
ing ftrange mannera child of Petufia called 
Tames ,jcafting him one while in the fire one 
whilein the river, other whiles dashing him 
furioufly againftthe ground biteiog the ftones 
infuch rage asbrake his ceeth therwith, tea- 
ring his haire and forceing bloud from his 
head, wrefting his month fo ashe feemeda 
moofter, fodoubling aod foulding hismem- 
berscthat his feet would lye vpoo his aecke 
he was ordinarily affliGted with thefe tor- 
ments, in fuch fort as twoe men, {ufficed noe 
]¢o guard him contioually and detaine him 
_{from a&s more impertinent and outragious 
aS to teare his cloathes ftriping him felfe 
jaaked, and kill him felfe: masy remeadies 
were applyed vato him but all in vaine; his 
Father mamed Gwsdalose difpaired euer to fee 
any ameodment in him but in fine the divine 
clemency excitedin his hearta great confi- 
dence to hauerecougfe vato /asnte Clare,who 
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very often had fabdued and tryumphed ouet (: 
the inferoall Dragon, copuerting vato her 
with moft inward gtqanes he fayd; O molt, 
facred virgin worthy. that all the world 
should honour thee, to thee Idedicate, my, 
fonne, and befeech thée to. vonchfafe to se- || 
ftore him to his perfe& health; and thenre’ [: 
lenished with noleffe pyetie then cogfiden- |' 
cehe led him to the fepuicher.of the fajnte, |: 
and laying him vpon it,he began prefently || 
to pereeaue his perfe& recouueryin fachfore |, 
that neuer after he felt any tuch mallady-or |. 
perturbation. Alexandrine of the towne of |! 
Frasa ncer Persfie_nolefie alfablead then che |! 
precedeat by an abbominable Diuell in to |' 
whofe power she was fo abandoned, that 
he made herto Fly like abird to thetop of |: 
the rocke neef tothe river of Tibur, from |- 
thence to hop toa litle branch ofatree which |: 
haog ouer the fayd river, and there hangiog |. 
to play her Idle prankes S mcteuce herien 
fide avas veterly beamed and Jame, the Phi- | 
fitions had applyed ell poffible remeadies but | ' 
in vaine: which caufed herto thinke ypon fu: 
pernaturall’ help, and excited by the great re- 
now ne ofthe merits of S. Clara she-went vato 
hertombe with intire confidence, and in ap 
inftant she was wholy freedfrom the eae 
fionaad feruitude of the Divell, and her la- 
meriés allfo. Aa otheria like fort of the fame. 
place who was -fallen ynder che tirangie ot | 
the malligoaat esnemye_expericoced the mi: 
aortete soeeeenten ieee 
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sahy ‘trange infirmities, in fine she caft her 
felfe'in to thé atines of thé pittifull mother S. 
: lare Who failed not ‘to afford Her fuccour and 
remedieaadthatfo {done asshebad recourfe 
‘toherfepulcher., . so 


Of many miraculous cures 
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A ‘Prenchyouth goeingto Romeiacom- 
| FA pany of other of his Counttymen fell 
© -®ficke and lay bythe way being reduced 
to fach extreamity by the force of his infirmity | 
that he loft his fenceand became fo deformed 
| as he (egmed a moniter Yatlier thena reafona- 
blecreature which much 4fii&ed his compa- 
nions, befides he became fo furious that he 
could not be held, for the fisall and fouveraine 
| fomendye they bound him vpon a Beer and 
learryed him‘to the ‘Church of S. Clare, and; 
ayd him before her fepulcher they all 
fellto prayer, and imediatly he was perfectly 
cured. Ss le” Sn ee ott | 
"A Citizen of the City of, Spoletum, called 
ee ees: Siena =i 
-~ - - * Waléatitie’ 


a ee 
WED] RED, on Fine Map yee So eredee We eae 
Valentine was dicot ding y amlitted with the 


faiting ficknesto Which he fell fix timesa day 


chét of the pais there hateing contioued the}. 


‘by him that guided him, be fell tn to apie, 
braké‘his arnte and bufe his head, thenighe 
infuing ashe fiept deer to t he bridge of Perue 


who were allfo blind , chey anfwered truly | 
wee have heard ofa Ladye whois lately dead { 
at Afifium at whofe fepulcher are wrought 
many notable miracles, which the young child |: 
theartog filled with confidence haftened with |: 
thehelp ofhis guideto to gee thither, andio 
his way patting 2) Spolerwm, he had againethe || 
fame vifion wherfore he was more tucourra-|' 
'gedand antmated to profecute his eoterprife, | ; 
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7 “Of many Paralitiques and 
cripples cured by | 
§.Clare, 


CHAP. LIL 


Bonne leh ifuing one day forth of the 
~ ~~ City with many of his fellow Citizens 
to fight againft thofe of Fullssiows’ dureing the 

skirmish he receaued on his hand the blow of 
'aPline ftone wher-with the bone being bro- 
ken he remained Jame therof, he confulted 
many deGours about it andapplyed many rea- 
medies but without any alleadgment of his 
paineyea rather his.dollourin¢reafed and ther 
| was queftion to cart of his hand; but he hauing 
| heard wonders which God did workeby the 

interceffion of glorious /aimte Clare,full of con- 
fidencehe madea vowe to goe vilit her fepul- 
cher andto prefent wnto hera hand of wax, 
being'come thither with great deuotionand 
leaning to her tombe dedicating him felfeto 
her. feruice his hand was inftanely cured he 
yeelding thankes to God and this bleffed vir- | 

in. 
‘ _A young map natiue of ‘Cero Bitante being | 


oS lig {o 


A Citteztn of the City of Perufis called 


5 


| yeares and redaced him to fuch extréme weak. | 


‘not gett vp againe without help his niother’), 
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| ftanding vp and leaping for ioye he inwiced all} 
| that were prefentto magnify our'L ord 4nd de. 


e¢ of this fatnte 


fo extenuatedand confumed by a greiuous ma-| 
ladie which detained him the {pace.of three} 


nes as hee ftoopedallmoft to the ground who- | 
ly deuoid of hope euer to. recouner by humaine 
remeadye, for which cautefris father who had}: 
imployed vpon him the greateft pare of his}, 
meanes had recourfeto she new fainte bauing | 
heard the rumour of her great wonders he cau-| 
fed him to be carryed to her fepulcher whether |, 
he was no foonerarriued but he began to ref-|: 
fent theeftedt ofher iaterceifion, fot'ptefently | 


dicate them felues'more ferioufly’ ro theferu?? 
Tathetowne of S oe WithintheDio:| 
celle of afdivnsa chid ufcenne yeatts ofd had) 
‘neing bia borne pititult lame, his‘ feet being | 
wrefted awry foadifhe were ddwat he could |: 


had often timesreeominonded hit to:'S. Francs | 
but found nos help; whetfore’ what sh? contd) 
inot obtaine of “the: Father ‘she conceated a], 
confidence to‘impettaté of the daughret' for), 
having heard the adtiirable wonders ‘which| 
were dayly related tothe honour of S: Clare, 
she caufed herfonne to be carryed to thé toth: |; 
be of thefainte; andiprefently his bones were, 
fertled ia their dae plave and he was' perfectly | 
cured. _ . ae | 
“A Cittizén of  Agwhiwwe named lames off 
sa _France}' 


Pod 
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| France had afonmne of fiue yeares old fo lame] 
as he could not goe; which he took very smpa- 
tiently ie feeming. vaord him that the totmcat |. 
ofhis child was a reproch to his honour and | 
Familie:when this child was vpon the ground 
‘hetrailed and dragged him felfe inthe dart] 
not hauing forces to gett vp:the Father and |. 
mother vowed him:{o the fainte , promifing 
that if he were cured he should be called hers; 
the vowe wasno fooger made but the child 
was cured, wherfore not to prove vogratfull 
{for fo great a benefice reeeaued, full of ioye 
they cgufed himto goe to her fepaicher. 

_ Awoeman of the Caftle Menarie called 
Plenaria being long afflited with a great paine 
| in her backe which fo extenuated her forces 

that she could hardly goe, she caufed her felfe 
to be lead to the fepulcher of the fainte,and 
che next day returned without anyimpediment 
A woeman of Peru/ja had her necke (wollen 
bigger then her head with many ring: wormes 
and tettars she confiding a long time in the me- 
rits of S..Clerein fine receaued the recempence 
of her pidyusimportunity for béing oneday ar 
hér fepulcher farprifed by the night she fell in 
to agteat (weat wherby the homonrs weree 
waporated and the (welling was alltogether 
aflwaged nofcarre grmarkeremaining. 
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‘How two children were faned and 
—ogtfeued from the furie of the 
wolues by the merits of ~ 

fainte Clare. ‘ 


CHAP. LIV. 


t Hevalley of Spolessm was in times paft 
T much hanted by ftore of wolues which 
"did often prey vpoo mans flesh, ther li. 
ued there abouts a wroeman named Benue of 
Meat - Gallien of the Dioceffe of -afifivm she 
had two children: one of them had bin fome 
while before devoured bythofe furious bea 
ftes, andthe other being gone but alittle forth 
ofthe houfe while his mother was bufjedin 
domefticall affaires he was caught by a‘ wolfe 
and carryed in to the woods: alabourey hauing 
heard the plaintiue voice of the child kacw it, 
| and gaue Warniag to the motherto lookeat 
| home for her child, whom oot finding he was 
certaine it was herfonne, which plunged her 
into extreame{orrow and irapatiently bewayl- 
ing she had recourfe to S. Clere in thefe tear- 
mesfacredand glorious Virgin Clare reftore 
me my child, reftore tothe wofortunate mo- 
ther her fonne , which ifyou doe oot I will 
drowne my felfe: the meane. while the ocigh-|- 
| | 2. bours 


J “ORG. (lar | S97) 
‘bours pur(gedethe wolfe, and-foarid ‘2 Kida. 
ipandonved the ehitd ard’ the dobos'titdcelic. | 
:kingshre-wrouades* wich the mother Hearing 
‘she refuried fpirtejand with faye she*canfed 
thim to:be eattyed to the tonive of ‘the fame; | ~ 
| yeelding chatkes forthe fauout fecedued and 

ackuowledped‘het ‘for her fiogafar°béenefi-| * 

Gouna a 
|  Aliele givk of thetewne of Gatary ftritig 
pat mid dayin the Rletds and AroemiAn'tefting 

‘her head ia ‘her lapp ther artued a wolfe thich 

‘pfeig heed. her not-for chat she thoughs ft-to' be. 

adoge: the tdlfe leaping wpod her cage her 
bythe hosdaaih tatryed her ‘aay; the woe-' 
naan ‘athadd Pintioked &, Claré fiy ing’ S. ‘Clare 
help, hetp, Preedutmtend vito’ You this gir, 

UP he girle yee?a the téech of thie’ itotirde dire- 
ied her {pesch ta'tte wlfe faying , ‘curled | - 

-sheefe bow dareftetou to'carry any farther her | 
lurhe as rééommended: to fach a virgin?T he} 

; wolfe as it Were quite confounded at thefe 
) wordes with ‘great dexterity layd the gifle. 

| dowae vponthe ground and fluncke air'dy like 
acheofe,and the girle'efcaped “ withdur hurt, 
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] . How mney per ddducredfrom ship vwrack By! | 
-. . +") tbe tmbcation of §. Clare; | 

Sl ORAPL LVL fe oP 
? BWiio commauadeth the windesand |. 
the Sea wroutd thae they shoald'allfoo- 

“. bay at thd very tauoeation of the name 
of this glosions.fainte; for thér-beidg gone 
ata ate aan ee an ne 
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forth of the Port of Pifaa shipp fraughe with 
| many perfoas, with inrengto fayle towardes 
the Ile of Gardiana;they werena (opnarentréed 
ithe maiae {ga bata horrible tempelt arofeby 
the force wherof the hottome of che shipp 
Jeaked.threatning emingag’ perrill. and ship- 
| racke thefe vafortucate-had secourle to S. 
| Clare, makeing avowe yato hér that ifthey 
were delincred by her imerce(lion they would 
‘goeall nakedso their very shires with their 
‘| girdles about their-seck tq vilit her facred Re- 
| keésat A fifore cae h of them prefenting a wax 
. \dightof two pound waight.. This vow being 
{ made’ they faw to difcend from: heaven three 
‘| great lightss the one fettled vport.the for- part 
lof the ship, aa ather vpop, the poupe, and the | 
third yao pike cumtecks ~virege. wherof:t te | 
(red where-the water did gnser:was clofed | 


aod che'fes became quiet and: celme, and with 
_lagyratlous gale.of, windghe veGoll :wasaccom: 
{| paoyed ‘and fafely condagted by the help of 

| theiet sree lightsto thepers of Ateften whe: 
‘| rin.tp being entred and Cafely landed aod alithe 
| marchandizg, vofranghe.she ligh@alid prefea- 
Ftly difappeer andthe veffell fanke downe and. 
was drowned, thofe that were gott-oultac: | 
kaowledging the miracle.devoutly, performed. 
their vow , yealding iofiait thankes to God 
aod tqthefacred V.irgin S. Clerafor the great 
benefit receaned by heriarerce(Bomy 
LAVS DEO, MARI4,.FRAN. 
., GISGO, ET CLAR |”: 
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APPROPATIO“ 
Fic hiftoria de vita S: 
ET Clare ex Gallico fermo- 
nein A nelicum transfula,di-: 
gha eft qua prali beneficio| 
lucem accipiat, vtpote nihil 
habens Catholicx’ Fidei ad-| 
uerfam autbonis moribus,fed 
multa ad adificationem le-|. 
gentium , Datum Duaci 240 
Majj,163,. _ 
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Faslts cfcapedinthe Print, 
Ag. 16. ina diftin&e charaGer, reade diftinGe 
chapter. . pag. 1.7. for particolatities,: reade 

eneralities. p. 18. fieles, reade fields. p.19. 
eleit. pags 23.,Al as, reade Alas, pag:26.ong 
the, reade one ofthe. page 27) wherein, reade 
hearin, -ps2&. pulchra, reade pulchri. p,29, Ane 
taftick, reade Aniarftick. pag. 32. fewed, reade 
fowed, ibidem, where, reade were, pag. 33.vnto 

J teade into, p:35 Aand Bromife,reade lahd of Pro- 

{| mife, ibidém, bone, reade borne. pag,sLconuin- 

{ cent,readeconuincing , ibidem befort-his reuolt, 

teade before his reuolte folaced, ib, Margaret , tr. 

q Katherine. 52. in as, reade in as snuch. ibidem; 

ingenionfly, reade he ingenuoufly, p.s3. 3-Order 

reade 3.Orders. ibidem dowhes: Scepter.,. reade 

downe Scepters. p. 54- where; reade wert. pe 56. 

the day, reade atthe day. pag $7 igtace ,; ‘reade 

graces. pag.s9. shouggish,reade Huggish, pag 6% 

examplary,reade exemplarily , tbidem, his paffian, 

reade of his pafGon. ibidem, Sorine - reade-Sunne. 
pag. 61. that he, reade that as he, ibidem, which 
reade that which. p.63.glorie for, reade glorie of 
ibidem,taske;reade taxe, ibidem.,-néither , reade 
either. pg. 5 theyth¢e -more,reade they may the} 

more, ibidem, with grovad, reddewhich ground. 
pag. <6.then whofe, reade'then they whofe, ibid. 
wholy, reade:holy, p. 67. vocatitur; reade vocabi- 
tur, ibidtm Chrift , reade Chrift’s,ibidem haven, 
| reade hauing, pag.68. have though,reade I haue} 

thought,p. 7 0.heigh,reade height, p.71.pemome 
ftrared,reade demopftrated. ibid-Romana vero die 
citur , reade Romanos vero dicitar.&c, 
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